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2 LET TE R XXII. 
voy told me, that a courier was Juſt ar- 
rived from Saltzdahl, with the news that 
your roial highnes was ſolemnly engaged 
to her roial highnes the princeſs Louiſa 
KAneli of Brunſwick Wolffenbuttel, ſiſter 
to her majeſty the reigning queen, and 
that this illuſtrious contract would be com- 
1 at Berlin, under the : auſpices of. 
Hymen, the approaching winter. In good 
truth, Sir, your roial highnes has ſurpriſed 
me very ſenſibly. The fortunate iſland of 
Albion nouriſhes in her boſom another 
Louiſa, a princeſs in every ſens highly ac- 
compliſhd, and whom the vows of the 
Britiſh nation, and if 1 miſtake not, the 
deſires of the king her father, had deſtind 
for your roial highnes : : Heſſe offers to your 
hignes the Princeſs Mary, niece to the 
king bf Sweden, and davghter of a Prince 
in every refpe& worthy of a throne. - This 
princeſs i $ actually here; and by the ſplen-" 
dor of her beauty, and the charms of her 
mind, is the admiration of all the world. 


All who have 8 relation to che ambaſly 
e 


Cw 


\ 


* 
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of this Scout of Berlin, 'codd "not 1 
find a moſt gracious reception at the Britiſh” 
and the Heſftan courts, While the choice of. 
the preſumptive heir of the crown of 
Pruſſia was not yet determind, What par- 
ticular diſtinetions, what imperceptible at- 
tentions, what gracious regards, ſhall. 1 
from this day loſe! However, as it is ſo 
decreed, T'ſhall ſacrifice; without repining, | 


my intereſts to [thoſe of your roial highnes; * 


and as all who have the honor to know 
the prineeſs. Louiſa of Brunſwick, give her 
the higheſt eulogy, and repreſent her as a 
princeſs capable of completing your roial 
highneſſes happineſs, I have this day. pre- 


fited by the permiſſion her highnes has 


given me to write to her, and to preſent her 
my moſt reſpectful ſolicitations and wiſhes, 
relative to the approaching union. 


of) Joy and fatigfation to your roial high- | 
nes, and felicity to the ſtate, by producing 
a numerous race of princes, who by in- 


heriting your talents and virtues, may add 


B2 © I new 


May 
this princeſs become a moſt fruitful ſource 
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e 
1 2. 


1 4; E T. TER XXII. 
new luſtre to. the crown they ne Dem „% ; 


1 wear. 94 401 95 
1 1 1 not ey - higneſes: 


com mands, and com mence my correſpon - 5 
dence on a more happy occaſion; but I 
foreſee that the approaching departure oſ 
H. Britannic M. for England, will ſoon; 

| i convert the happineſ of continuing it, inta 

Li. - that of making my court to your roial 

Li * highnes in perſon ; not) that our return to 
Berlin will give me the opportunity of de- 
claring with what profounth omits I have: 55 
the honour to be, db. $5 V 
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UR cor e „M. de S — 
* > who deliverd-ime ehe letter Fee 
done m the honor to write, ſurpriſed nie 
very agreeably by his arrival in this city. 
Lax him enter my room at the moment 
that thought he had been ſighing at the 
fert of my ſiſter, or els ſinging, with his 
guitar in his hand, Tome plaintive ditty, 
under her window. It muſt be confeſsd, 
that be is a very amiable man, and has a 
mind richly.ſtored : altho he is deſtind for 
. my: brother-in-law, I cannot refuſe him 
this juſtice. | We ſhall take him with us 
zan and endeavour to fix him chere. 


The progres ou have made in paine- 
ing ſurpriſes me. Lou already deſign very 


ee ud wo colouring improves 
«I. | | B 3 3 x | _ 


6 L ENTER XXII. > 
daily. The portrait of bane Bane, which 
42 have had the kindnes to ſend me, is 


a very ſtriking likenes. I give you a 
thouſand thanks for this pleaſing preſent, 


which I efteem infinitly; and which will 


be a great ornament to my ſtudy. I find 


9 
4 


under the head an empty ſpace, | that 


you doubtles intend for an inſcription 5 
have therefore completed wee 


filling it with the ra OY Wee 220 


L heſe Fun! PLIES FY eh Gatte, 12 . 


Of him who rivals Horace: and Beileaw. :* 


. Weuld you bis ample fame in brief. rebtars * 


Say, lis the author 7 CORE eee 21 


Theſe Epirres dw; or e : 


; epiſtles, are in fact crowded with wit. They 


are a collection of paintings, well diſpoſed, 


i. 


* 


« 


4 . 
% 


in a bold manner, very correctly deſignd, and 
of a colouring that is ſtrong, but ſome what 
hard. Very far, however, from deſiring to 
criticiſe the litle negligencys in the ſtyle and 
verb ñication of our friend, J am, on the 

2 | IB 4 | con- ö 


contrary, aſtoniſnd to ſee a German beco! 
ſo great a maſter of the language, as to be 
able to make ſuch correct French. verſes; 


and dont believe that from count Antony 
Hamilton to count Baar, there has been an. 


inſtance of any one who has ſucceeded ſo 


well in French poetry. I ſhall not! 


allow the French to criticiſe the Epitres 
divers, till a poet of their nation has 
made as good verſes in Gerayan, or ſome 
other foreign language. 95 1 N l 
But now we talk of 1 1 We * 


4 beo n aequainted with a phyſician that is, - > 
equaly great in his own art, and in that of 3 
poetry. Tbis is doctor Werlhoff; whois 


in every reſpect a rival of the celebrated 
Haller, profeſſor of phyſic, and one of the 


beſt German poets we have. There ſeems 


to be a ſecret relation, a ſort of ſympathy, 
between theſe two arts; and that it was not 


without reaſon the ancients made Apollo ; 


the God of poetry as well ag phyſic. I 
here ſend you, Sir, ſome; pieces of doctor 


+ Weilhoffs poetry, Which appear to. me 


- 


2 e IO Su charm- 
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$ LETTER XXIll. 
charming, and by which you may judge of 


— 


. | . talent. £1212 
. Lou deſixe, my dear friewd, that 1 dub : 
ſend: you, in return for the portrait of 
| count Baar, that of the king of Great 
i Britain. This is impoſing on me a hard 
If _ taſk. It is true, I have the happines of 
17 ſeeing this monarch every day in his circle, 
14 and I might judge of his mind by his 
8 | actions, almoſt as a phyſician judges of the 
[If internal by the external parts of the body: 
But I fear that to draw the character of a 
great prince requires more judgment ard 
experience than I poſſes. My crayons 
muſt not be put in competition with your 
glowing colors. Kings, moreover, are not 
© eaſily penetrated. The blaze of majeſty - 
dazzels our ſight, ſo that we can ſcarte 
diſcern the man that is concealed under it. 
Notwithſtanding theſe reflections, Sir, 
vou muſt be obeyd. My draught ſhall at 
' | leaſt be made after natur, and in this re- 
ſpect not reſemble [thoſe imaginary por- 
9 dh pn waa modern hiſtorians form of the 
princes, 


e 


4 


eat men of antiquity; 


princes, heros, 


whom they have never ſeen, and of whom 


they are almoſt entirely ignorant. 


George II. King of Great Britain is 5 
ſomthing; under the middle ſtature; but 
his ſmall figur is very well formd. His 


leg is remarkable fine, and as it is beſide 
ornamented with the garter of his order, 


that it may not be hid, he conſtantly ad- 
vances it. He ſtands very upright, but 
for the moſt part in an attitude rather too 


much conſtraind. His Port in general is 


different from that of a common man. His 
courtiers call it majeſtic. There is alſo 


ſomething peculiar in his features. His 
large blue eyes are rather in a kind of re- 
lief than in the plane of his forehead: "The: 
noſe well deſigned ; the mouth a little. too 

large, and not very regularly formd. He 
wears a tye wig, Which is always well 
dresd: we may ſee, however, by his eye- 


brows, that his hair is grey, and inclining 
-ro-white. His complexion is rather pale; 


bot on thoſe * that he is quite well, 


. . _ 55 lu. 
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* Freſh. His cou as Kaget 


and contour of- his face: very regular. IL iir 
now deſcribe to you the mind of this King 


and 1 do not think that I can characteriſe 
it better, than by mak ing uſe of an ex 


preſſion that does honor to humanity, -of 


whatever rank that perſon. may be to whom 


it is. applied: I ſnall ſay therefore, that 
this monarch is a man of ſens, and of per- 
fect integrity; tho he has ſome foibles, 


and from which the wiſeſt and worthyeſt 
of men are not always exempt. His mind 
is ſtrong and active, and well cultivated 
with knowledge, eſpecialy that of govern- 


ment. All his remarks are juſt and ſaga- 


cious; ſometimes alſo witty; and I do not 


\ 


believe that he ever ſufferd an unmeanning 


expreſſion to eſcape him. Ne reduces the 
art of governing. into a ſyſtem, and makes 


it the principal, not to ſay the only, employ- 


ment of his life. He wakes very early, and 
reads in his bed all the Engliſh news papers, 
tho they frequently contain ſevere critics 
on his government. As ſoon as he is up, 


he 


"LETTER XXII. 1 


he ſays, his-prayers, in private, and 5 


K* dreſt 
* 


any parade: he then breakfaſts, 


hicmſelf, reads his letters, and the accounts | 


from his reſidenta. His miniſters are then 


called in; and he confers and labours with ä 
them i in the affairs of gayernment, | Hei is 
a good king, he loves his: pepple, , and - 


thinks that the Britains and the; Hannover 


rians are worthy to employ all the cares of 
their monarch. He | IS juſt, faithful to his | 
engagements, and immoveable i in his reſo- 
Iutions: a zealous friend to his allys, and | 


even to thoſe miniſters, generals, and cours 


tiers whom he honors- with his favour. | 
rafter. renders. him ſevere i in cha axagifnns; 8 


But on the other hand, his determine 


juſtice, and irteconcilable in his , reſept- 
ments: of which his behaviour toward the 
prince of Wales his ſon, and the Scotch 


bene Werts e as ent * een ny 5 


FO 1 ed — 
18 123 2 7 


F 1 * e be charaſter ae Bielfeld * dravmeC the 


Jab king is in general very juſt ;. but he here appeags 

to be egregiouſly miſtaken. That his late majeſty was. 

of a determind Fempex, as 7 but that he 3 
e B 8 art en 3h lle | 
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chat he puſhes his economy beyon- 
Sounds that a king of Great An ee 
nene himſelf. Bur let us, Sir, con- 


tance here given of his behaviour to 


| 6 nouriſh a vindictive fpirit, 


12 LETTER 111 


commonly lofty, and his haughtines ap- 
pears even in thoſe moments when he is 


diſpenſing his favors, and woud appear 


gracious. When he goes to the parliament 
hous, is clothd in his roial robes, is ſeated 


on his throne, and the officers who bear 


the enligns of roialty are placed at his feet: 
when the different bodys of the ſtate 
wait on him with their congratulations, or 


preſent him their addreſſes, fatisfaction and 
ſtatelines'; are viſible in his countenance. He 
is ſometimes ſubject to violent paſſion. He 


has never ſhown any great marks of gene- 


roſity toward his children, or the reſt of his 


family; and there is juſt reaſon to y. 


n at LY ES 2GY MAE 3+ Ss SE F date 


implacable 5 far * when: Tue, and the very in- | 

to the Seotch rebels, 
Dad our author been rightly informd, woud have con- 
vinced him of the contrary. It was mercy, not re- 


venge, that characteriſed the temper of George II. 
He was much too brave a man, and underſtood much 
too well, che character of the people he was to govern, 


ſtantly | 


9 
# , 


L E TI TE R XXIII. 13 
ſtantly contemplate the virtues of Kings 
| with an eye of admiration ; and caſt a re- 

ſpectful 'vail over cheir Wi e they are 
men, and abſolute perfection 1 is the ſole 
prerogative of the Divinity: ic is allowable, 
perhaps, to remark the defects of ſove- 
reigns when they are no more, but not 
while they yet exiſt. f, The 
judged their kings after their deceaſe, Yor | 
ſeverely puniſhd thoſe who criticiſed. their . 
conduct during their lives; becauſe. 
theſe ſorts of raſh judgments the ſeeds of | 
diſreſpect and averſion may be ſowd 2 ong 
a people, toward the prince. who guides 
the helm of government; and from thence 
may ariſe diſobedience, revolt, and the | 
moſt cruel evils: that can attend a ſtate, 


H. M. will depart in a few. days for 779 


re and we ſhall return to Berlin, 


from whence 1 _ to Barg * honor | = 


of wricny to you. 


1 


] o 
* 3 * * 
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| 14 When our author wrote this, he bond th 1 
court of a prince, who, tho he has not abſolute p | 
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La 

1 ou hive ke leariit, my dear fa- 
3-H! - 


. ther, by the letter I wrote to my 
| cer that T arrived ſafe at Rheinſber 
after leaving the court of Hannover, quite 
ſatisfyd with the gracious r ee Are | 
Was there vouchſafed me. 4 
"AE found at Rheinſberg not only the king 
and queen, with all the court, but alſo the 
margrave and margravefs of Barenth, and 
the margraveſs of Anſpach, with their nu- 
merous and brilliant trains. The caſtle, 
the apartments of the domeſtics, and the 
16dges were all full, fo that I coud find no 
room, out was aſſi and an apartment at the 
a 8 
The king has ſtrugled, for a month palt, 


with K. violent and obſtinate fever; which 
̃ñnõjiN i RR | makes 


„ 


1 


e 15 1 Tt RI NIV. 19 


makes his humor leſs gay, and the court ; 
leſs lively than uſual, Every time H. M. 
has a freſh attack of the fever, a monrnful 
ſilence reigns ber all the palace, and a 
languid look dwells on every countenance: = 
but on his better days, he has a doncert iu 
his apartment, appears in public, dines and 
ſups with the queen and the Princeſſes his 
ſiſters, and: ſomtimes gives a ball. We 
have alſo held a lodge i in the king's apart 
ment; and H. M. has himſelf performed 
the reception of the margrave of Bareuth, = 
his brother-in-law. who is a pe = 0 1 Al 
ſens gracious and amiable. e 
The king intended to haps: peak a bn 
of the winter in that ſweet retreat, and 
there to have enjoyd the tranquil pleaſurs, 
and to have eſtabliſnd his health. But Pro- 
vidence ſeems to have otherwiſe decreed. 
An event as important as unexpected, has 
deranged all this pleaſing plan, and has 
brought us, perhaps, to the eve of a very 


<cmarkable 0 in — Nr en of | | [ft 


and that they were very much embarrasti 
: about the method of Ane him of this 
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this affair as has paaditin my obſrvaon, | 


Nee 419 W471 en {1} 14 
On Wedneſday lat 1 roſe Pg and 


; bang eng breakfaſt, . was-employd = 
in writing my 


letters, When ſombody 


xnockd haſtily's Xt my door; and on open- 
ing it, IL was much ſurpriſed to ſee count 


Trouchſes, count Finkenſtein, general aid 


de camp to the king, and baron Pollnitz, 


enter my chamber. 1174 were all os, 


aſtoniſhd at egy at, wal mY more, 


as being lodgd at the poſt, was at à conſi- 


derable diſtance from the caſtle. They told 


me, with a good deal of emotion, that 


M. von Borck, the king's envoy: at Vienna, 


| had ſent his valet de chambre as a courier 
to H. M. with the news, that the emperor. | 
Charles VI. died the 29 of October, of an 
indigeſtion, occaſiond by eating muſhrooms 


to exceſs. They added, that che king had 
at this time a violent attack of his fever, 


| im- 


2 
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important” news; they eee, 
me to dres in ene 
to the palace, that we might conſult or che 
means of acquainting H. M. wich the'/at- 
rival of the courier ſo as mot to make tuo 
ſudden and too ſtrong an impreſſion on his 
ſpirits, naturaly quick, and ſtill mote 
agitated by the effects of the fever. This 
diſcours, my dear father, gave me a ſtrange 
emotion; à thouſand confuſed ideas Tuſhed - 
into my mind ;. and I foreſaw many revolu- 
tions. I was ftruck with the thought of 
the extinction of the auguſt hous of Auſtria, 
| which from the year 1273. that 18 to ſay, 
from Rodolph of Hapfourg, has given ta 
ſucceſſion of ſixteen emperors to Germany, 


and that there now remaind of this hauRs 


_ only the tuo archducheſſes, Maria The- 
refa, and Mary Ann, with whom indeed 
the hous of Lorrain was lately becom al- 
1yd, but from that union no iſſue had yet 

aroſe. While I flipd on my cloths M. 

Jordan came in, who was ſtill more alarmd | 

| arid: webs. We went to the caſtle, The 

town 


s VET .TE R XXIV. 


ſumed the laſt year by a dreadful firo. As 


| 
Wl e there will be many lives loſt, and many 
| -$.citys. reduced to the ſtate we now ſee 
I ; „ this.“ Such kind of reflexions continued 
| | fill we came to the king's antichamber, 
Wo | where we found his roial highnes the prince 
18 of Pruſſia, M. Frederſtorff, and the courier. 
: WW. A council was held, and it was reſolvd to 

4 


day nothing to H. M. till the paroxyſm 


ess over. He was then in a ſtrong per- 
q tciration; and about an hour after Freder- 


degrees, to read the diſpatch of M. von 
Borck, and to hear the particulars of the 
Tn event from the mouth of the courier. His 


5 
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ve pasd the great ſquare count Finkenſtein ; 
ſaid to me, looking on the ruins, © Before 
© <4: we have a new emperor, I am certain, 


ſc—torff entered, and prepared the king, by 


1 j Re F, didn not. 9 to be BY aan 1 


* 


_—  _'towmof Rhienſberg was. in, great-part con- | 
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but what has followed, . convirices me War 
he polſeſes the art of compoſing his coun- 


tene, and that the emotion pasd vieh 
in; for he roſe ſoon after, ſent for M. von 


* 


'E el, Privy cbunſellor and ſecretary: er 


the cabinet, and -orderd him to write to 
- mareſhal Schwerin, and M. mY Podewtls, 


- miniſter for foreign affairs, and order 
them to come immediately to Rhienſberg. 5 
© Theſe gentlemen * arrived forthwith, and 


they daily hold long and very ſeeret con- 
ferences: with H. M. They ſay that ſo- 


5 vefreigns have ſometimes authorit) even 
over theit infirmitys. The fever has ſhown 


' itſelf docile to the will of the monarch; 
for after two flight attacks, it has entirely 
" "Jene* him. H. M. informd us that it was 


we mult prepare for our departur. Tn effect, 
we left Rheinſberg about a fortnight after 
the news of the death of the emperor: we 


rived at Berlin. 


his 1 intention to return to Berlin; and that 


lay at Orangebourg, and the next f 8 ar- 
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| I forgot to tell Jh. $i, that, ahnt 
| Trouchſes yas named, immediate ly on gr 
return, goyernor to H, R. H. the prince. of 
© tuſſſa. This charge obliges him to lodge 
in the palace, and conſequently we are now 
{eparated,, I have, taken a handſom and 
convenient apartment in the town, where 
I tranquilly, attend the event of puhlic 
affairs; and what may be my particular 
Hot in them, of which the King has not yet 
in any manner declared his intentions: but 
I foreſee that my inactivity will not long 
continue, and that as I am already engaged 
on che public ſtage, I. muſt ſon expect $0 
Perform a ne part; and the more, ac n 
arriving at Berlin, I perceived a great agi- 
tation in all the ſtate machinery. The re- 
giments have orders to hold themſeh 
readines for a march. Magazines are formd 
at Francfort on the Oder, and at Eroſſen. 
: Large trains of artillery ate preparing, and 
the king has e abe ne te "nh his 
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To my Liter, at Hambourg, 
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FH AVE preſented 3 your futur huſband: wa 
my. dear ſiſter, to his ſerene highnes't the 
Jargrave of, Bareuth, who ! is ſo well fa- 
h with his - underſtanding, and his 
knowledge, } his talents and manners, that 
he has engaged him 1 in bis ſetvice; and he 
| is to attend the margrave td his court. 1 
10 make you quit your country; I take you * 
from the boſom of your . but I 
"i think I do you ſervice. All rational people 
find their country in that place where for- 
tune has fixed their.reſidence : and all the 
worthy part of mankind make but one 
family; into which, thoſe who are juſtly 
related, find an eaſy introduction, i in what- 
ever part of the world their fate may place 


them. When you once know the maſter” 
your 


* 4 
d 4 
* i - * 
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your futur huſband is to ſerve, and the 
country you are to inhabit, 1 think Tu” 
will own yourſelf obliged to me. 

For my own part, I am like a bal tnt a 
the kings of Pruſſia and England place on 
the raquet, to ſend back ward and forward 
to each other. I was the night before laſt 
at the aſſembly,” which is here a ſort of 
ball, where they go in dominos, but with- 
out maſks. The queen and all the court 
was there. About eight, the king appeard 

alſo. H. M. obſerving Mr. Guy Dickens, 
the Engliſh miniſter, acooſted him, and 
taking kim to a window, talled wich him 
alone for more chan an hour. I ſometimes 
ſtole a look at them, and they ſeemd to 


me to be very earneſt. Preſently” after, 125 I 


while I was dancing with the counteſs von 
— ] felt ſomebody pull me by my do- 
mino, and turning about; was much fur-"" 
priſed to ſee it was the king; who, taking 
me aſide, ſaid, Are your” boots greaſed : ? 2k 
anſwered, 1e, they art'always ready for your © 
majeſtys ſervich. He replyd, Very cell, von 
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muſt. go then, after — with". count 
Trouchſes ta England. Go now and find M. 
'  Podewils; he will tell you more; and then come 
to me at Charlottenburg, where I am; going 
far a dq; or two. This pasd like lightning. 
H. M. went immediately into another 
apartment, and I returnd to finiſh: the mi- 
nuet with the lady, who was as much ſur- 
priſed to ſee. me diſappear in the midle 
of the dance, as I was at what G 
had ſaid to me. 3400 
vide ens ken Aiſpokitions. for. ſo; 
long a journey. I dept but litle that night, 
and the next morning early, I went to count 
Trouchſes and M. von Podewils, the ca- 
binet miniſter. The latter told me that 
M. Guy Dickens had demanded in the 
name of the king his maſter, that count 
| Trouchſes and myſelf ſhoud be ſent to 
England ta enter upon a negociation; 
. which, might be able to prevent a war that 
was ready to be declared, or at leaſt to ſtop 


its en z that, H. N. had conſented. 1 
| and 


and 1 juſt named me his counſellor of 


legation ; that they were working indefa- 


tigably on our inſtructions, and that I muſt 


prepare myſelf for a ſpeedy departur. There 
was nothing left for me bur obedience; 


cho the haſty journey, the ſeverity of the 
ſeaſon, the bad roads quite up to Holland, 


the paſſage of the ſea, the difficulty of the 


negociation, and the importance of its ob- 


ject, all gave occaſion for much uneaſy re- 
flexion; but by following my vocation, 1. 


ſubmir to the will of Providence. 
You will eaſily conceive, my dear ſiſter, 


that I am at preſent in the midſt of a vor- 


tex of occupations. I leave to my domeſ- 
tics the care of my bagage.. I have taken 
leave of the king at Charlotenburg; have 
made my viſits and adieus, and pas all the 

time that I can with the cabinet counſel- 
lors. I beg that you will communicate 
every thing to my dear father, and to our 
worthy mother. You ſhall hear from me 
when I get to the Hague; and 1 deſire 


you will write tome at London. You per- 8 


Fd 
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ceive by the gazetts, that our army is in- 
motion on every ſide. 2 have ſeen the 
greateſt part of the regiments that formd 
the garriſon of Berlin march off: nothing 
can afford a more elegant, and at the ſame 
time A more formidable appearance than 1 
theſe troops. What pity that ſuch fine 
Fellows ſhould be ſlaughterd! | War is A. 
new trade to moſt of theſe ſoldiers. When 
the laſt orders came for. marching, an old 
captain, who had not been out of garriſon 
Lnce the peace in the north, cryd, ſcratch- 
ing his cars, march again! J muſt confes 1 
am very anxious to ſee what our army will 
do, when it ſhall come to a i ſerous engage- 


— 


ine. 


Almoſt all our n have been raiſed 
either by force or artifice; and there are 
very few that have ever ſeen an enemy : 

] fatter myſelf however, that their diſci- 
pline, and their adres in the management 
of their arms, will ſupply other defects. 

But Iam talking to you of matters with 


which you can ſcarce, have any concern; 
this 


LETTER XXV. 7 
this litle cls at the bottom of the. ac- 
count is therefore intended for my father, 
to whom I deſire you will read it. 

Adieu, my dear ſiſter; may happines 9 
attend you! may you enjoy perfect health!  _ 
and do not forget your affectionate and 
faithful brother, 1 
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To Madam von Bee, 


, at berlin, 


Berlin, Das; 1740. 


Fe 1 Ainſ E weut la Fortune ennem ie. 
Et perdi en vous quittant, le bonheur de ma vie. 


I go. For ſo my hoſtile fate ordains : 
And when from you I part, no other joy remains, 


M A. p A My 

HAVE neither courage to bid you 
adieu, nor am I able to Apart without 
taking leave of you. If I ſhoud ſee you, 
I ſhoud certainly never go to England; 
for tho all the powers of politics ſhoud come 
in perſon, they woud never be able to tear 
me from your feet. I dare not depend 
on my reſolution. Tho you are as beauti- 
ful as the head of Meduſa was hideous, 
yet one look from you woud petrify my 
whole frame, and I ſhoud remain before 
2 you 


— £1 


% 
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you as hard and immovable as a ftatue'of, | 
- marble. To be ſure I ſhoud make a very 
pretty piece for your betet for I do not 
think that you woud make your petrifyd 
lover ſerve as a ſtatue in your garden. 
To prevent ſuch accident, Madam, let me 
depart in ſure and certain hope of ſoon 
beholding you again. I leave you, it is 
true, with a heart pierced with tendernes, 
but not loaded with inquietude: 2 for I am 
well convinced, Madam, that you do not 
reſemble thoſe heroins of Eytherea, whoſe 
whole lives are ſpent in the purſuit of new 
conqueſts,” that they may every day bind a 
freſh captive to the wheels of their tri - 
umphant chariots. Lou dont wiſh to ſub- 
due the indifference of every one who 
may chance to pas before you, like the 
actors who enter om one ſide of the ſtage 
and go off at the other: when a ſtranger 
appears, yoti do not dart your glances, or 
enamel your diſcours with blandiſhments, 
and diſtil from the eyes and tongue, that 
dünne de uſe the expreſſion, with which -- 
9 EY 9 8 the 
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the cocquettes catch the unwary paſſenger 


in their faithles ſnares. Vou are not de- 
ſirous of that fals glory, which in the eyes 


of the diſcerning part of mankind blaſts a 
character, that woud otherwiſe be moſt 
amiable z and from which it cannot poſſibly 
receive any advantage, as the meaneſt of 
coquets are capable of attaining it. You 


will not admit of thoſe addreſſes, or make 


thoſe intimate engagments, which always 
go further than they are intended: nor 


can you expect from the world, or from a 


man of honor, who ſincerely loves you, 


chat he woud. take for innocent, all that 
has ſo ſuſpicious an appearance, and that 


he woud think like enen en 


18 
| 0641.4 
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Es quand vous verries tout, ar ert jamaisriew. 
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And when be ſees all, believes nothing. You 


know too well what is due to a lover whom 


4 ee of- tendreſs, and the ſhadow 
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you may. think eſtimable, even to the 


of 
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of fidelity: | You know, midath,” that a 
woman who has not this reſ-rve, cannot 
expect to retain the affection of a man of 
real merit; the moſt that ſuch -a one can 
hope for is, to be followed by a kennel of 
hounds, or a herd of miſerable dupes, who 
are ſo ſenſles as not to ſee the-ſnare, or fo 
contemptible as to be ſatisfyd with a par- 
tition of. favors. The characteriſtics of a 
woman of honor and a coquet are, that the 
latter is conſtantly complaining of her 
lovers jealouſy, and the former does not 
find him hone een becauſe wy 
gg a ez; e ade 
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Si Titus eſt jaloux, Titus eſt amoureux. 
In a word, Madam, you know from 

yourſelf, that candor and ſincerity are the 

criterions of a reſpectable character ; and 


| that the chicanery of coquets is only wor- 
| thy of contempt, and is the reward that 
i time ans 1 belton upon them. 3 
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II do not require any gathe of conſtant + 
fidelity till my return. Your heart, that l 
ſo well know, is a ſufficient ſecurity*. Be 
. confident, - in return, that tho the whole 
iſland of Britain was peopled with angels, 
and the fea coverd with ſirens, I ſhoud re- 
gard them with perfect indifference, for 
your image follows me wherever I go; and 

where you are preſent all other chem. 
vaniſh before my fight, | 
Let theſe. Hoes: therefore, ſpeak. my 
| moſt tender adieu: take conſtant good care 
of your health: and ſtill preſerve for me 
rhoſe ſentiments that you have already 
vouchſafed to expres; for I will never 
ceas to deſerve them, by . to my. _ 
tent breath, 


5 Mapa, - 


—"%* * * Li * 1 n — _ — — — — 12 . 4 ͤ— — 2 4 
* 


* If our author had not told us to the contrary, we 
| ſhould have been inclined to ſuſpeR, from the num- 
oi ber of cautions he gives this lady, that he had ſome 
doubt of her reſolution in the company of others, as 
well as of his own in her preſence. 
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To His e M. von p. ws 
Miniſter of State, and of the Kings 
| Gabinetz/a at Benn. 


e Fan, 6, I 747: 5 


FOUR: r has commanded 
me to write to you;. and to give you 
»-ciredintthatiet account of our journey. I = 
obey. you as my. ſuperior; and 1 ny you 10 
voluntarily as my protector. — 
Never was journey more fatigving; or 

more calamitous than ours. Scarce were 
we out of Berlin before we were over-⸗ 
taken by; a continual rain, which as faſt 

it fell, turnd into ice. This ice adhered 
to all the branches of the trees, which 
feemd as if they were coverd with chryſtal; 
and afforded a ſight that was at once 
n and dangerous. The branches of 
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the willows bended under the weight, and 


hung down to the earth, ſo as to reſemble 


the palms, and other trees which we ſee in 


the Chineſe paintings. The oaks, the 


beech and firs, on the contrary, whoſe 
wood is hard and brittle, were much da- 


- maged; the weight of the ice broke off 
branches of the thickneſs of a mans body, 


which fell with ſuch a loud and ruſhing 


noiſe, as was ſufficient to terrify the moſt 


intrepid traveller. In paſſing the foreſts, 

we ſaw theſe large arms continualy falling 
on the right and left of our” chaiſe, and 
which muſt have "—_—_ cruſhd us, had 


they fallen upon But commen ding 


ourſelves to Nends es, we drove on till 
we came to Gardeleben, on the borders of 


the Elbe, where we ſtopd; as well to re- 


cover from our fatigue, .as to give ſome 
reſpit to our poor domeſtics, who were 
quite exhauſted, and encruſted with ice 
from head to foot. Humanity, as well as 
the neceſſity we had for their ſervice, in- 


Auceed us to make en for their ſeats, 
5 + x ol 
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of wax at lined! with a coarſe flieae, ; 
which ſecured them effeftually from the 
attacks of the weather. We made all the 
neceſfary repairs to our carriages, and after 


having well refreſhd ourſelves, continued 


our route. Not far from a village, named 
Steimke, which is about fifteen miles from | 
Hannover, we found the ſmall river Ocker 
quite overflowed. The country, as far 6 


we coud ſee, was deluged, and coverec 
with ice, which prevented us from ſeeing 


the road, and obliged the horſes to make 


their way thro the ice, which they were 


forced to break with their feet as "they 
pasd. In one part, the water came in at 
the coach doors. We thought we muſt 


have periſhd in this flood; but after. great 
labor, having gaind an eminence, we halt - 


ed to reconnoitre, and perceivd that the 


village was not more than half a mile 
diſtant. This diſcovery gave us freſh cou- 


rage. We took off dur horſes; ; count 


Frouehſes mounted on one of them, hold- 


ing before him his portmanteau, which | 
C6. con, 
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| rained: our caſh ; and I on another, with "a 


large box that held all our papers: and in ; 
this manner we arrived, partly by walking, 
and partly by ſwiming, and always ſur- 


rounded with ice, at the village; where 


the water was in ſome parts ſo high, that 
the inhabitants were obliged to retire to 
their ſecond ſtorys and garrets. The cu- 


rate receivd us into his hous very courte- 


ouſly, and reſigned us two convenient up- 


per chambers. By means of money, and 
fair words, we engaged ſome peaſants to 


fetch our carriages; which, with incon- - 


ceivable labor, they at laſt effected. But 


it was not poſſible to think of going a ſtep 
further. All the bridges were covered with 
water, and ſome of them in part broke 
down: ſo that we were forced to ſtay two 


| | days and two nights with the honeſt curate, 
who was quite ſocial, and very well con- 
tent with the trouble his gueſt gave him. 


Our cook, notwithſtanding his ſituation, 
gave us very good cheer; and we were 
e with een wine. The firſt 

| night, 


a 
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night, after the count was retired, it came 45 
into my mind to make our good curate 
mellow, and te which he appeard to have 
not the leaſt averſion, but ſwallowed the 
bumpers courageouſly ; and, turning up I 
his eyes devoutly, cryd, Cone one 2 . 
glaſs in the name , G. 1 

Tho report of our diſtres de bo 
| Hannover; very early on the third morn- 
ing arrived M. Droſſart von Bothmer, 
whom H. Ex. M. von Munchhauſen had 
ſent to our relief; and he was followd by 
= hundred peaſants, who found means to. 
carry off a part of the waters, to repair 
the bridges, and to enable us to get the 
ſame night to Hannover. We were there 
received with all poſſible politenes and at- 
tention, by the miniſters, generals, and prin- 
 cipal officers of the court, who gave us all 
the neceſſary aſſiſtance to continue our N 
journey. Our carriages were again repaird, 
and filld with wine and proviſions; and, as 
count Trouchſes was in haſte to be at Her- 
n we left Hannover the next day. 1 
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thought that we had ſurmounted al * 
ficulties, and had left all the bad roads be⸗ 
hind us; but I ſoon found, that the evils 
we were to encounter in Weſtphalia were 
ſtill far wors than any we had yet ſufferd. 
We coud not reach Minden, which i is but 
fifteen miles from Hannover, in a whole 
day, but were obliged to remain in a 
ſiough, in the middle of the night, at 


about a league diſtance from the town. It 
froſe intenſly hard; and our carriage ſoon 
beeame as immovable as a rock. It was 


with difficulty that we preſervd ourſelves 
from Periſhing by the cold: our ſervants 
coud give us no aſſiſtance; the poſtillions 
were obliged to go to Minden for ſuccour; 
which at laſt arriyed; and about three hours 


after midnight we made our entrance in- 


to that city. We ſet off again at ſix, and 


— 


had only ſix miles to Hervorden. [Twelve 


poſt horſes were put to each carriage, and 


at leaſt twelve peaſants walkd by the fide of 


them. Notwithſtanding which, the roads 


that we thought, at 
the: 


were ſo > abaroinable. 


2 
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the! end of every. field, we muſt. hoe 5 i oh 
maind in the mire; and by noon we had if 
got only three miles. Count Trouchſes 


now became quite impatient; he mounted 


one of the horſes, and at the riſk of break - 


ing his neck, he rode the reſt of the way 


like a poſtilion. He left me to follow as 
I coud, not expecting to ſee me till next 
day. He had treated both men and horſes 
very badly. 1'took a different method. 


We were near a forge. I diſtributed ſome 
brandy among the peaſants, and gave hay 


to the horſes. They mended the coach 
- and the harnes, they greaſed the wheelsz 
we ſet' forward again; and I managed ſo 


well by fair means, that the count was 
quite ſurpriſed to ſee me arrive at Hervor- | 


den an hour after Himſel. „5 


I was lodged in A handlam e 


dres, was preſented to H. R. H. the mar- 


ee r wen ſiſter 184; the old Prince 


the was: fred mit for the als. 14. Lal 
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quantity of diamonds and rich laces. Her 
. robe was a very rich ſtuff; of a blue ground, 
with gold flowers. But maugre the mag - 
nificence and art of dres, her face, her neck 
and hands, ſhowd but the mere veſtiges of 
beauty: and of all her priſtine charms, 5 
What now remain are, a noble air, a grace - 
ful port, a dignity correſpondent to her 
birth, and manners infinitely gracious; 
a flow of wit, a knowledge of the great. 
Vorld, and a moſt pleaſing manner in her 
converſation. . Theſe are the prerogatives 
of true beauty; theſe it can never loſe, and: a 
by theſe it muſt conſtantly eharm, in every- 
rank, and every ſtage of life. Out of the 
ruins of an old abbey, the princeſs has 
found means to conſtruct a very commo- 
dious palace, which is furniſhd in the high» 
eſt taſte. Her hall of audience is hung 
with crimſon damaſk, with a canopy of 
the ſame z the whole richly adornd with: 
filver lace; and all the furniture is of maſſy 
filver. Juſt out of the town ſhe has a plea- 
_— er with @ delicious — 
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Her court is ſufficiently numerous 3 and 
the canoneſſes of the chapter, as well as 
the officers of the regiment of the mar- 
grave Prince Thierry of Anhalt, which is 
there in garriſon, contribute to make it 
brilliant. We were receivd like ſovereigns. 
With ſuch an introductor as count Frouch- 
ſes we might expect to be well received 
every where. We there ſojourned for 
three days; at the end of which we ſub- 
mitted to the lot of travellers : we took 
leave of our gracious hoſteſs, and fer for- 
ward on our journey. It was in the after- 
noon we left Hervorden, and in the night 
we arrived at Bielfeld: but by that ill for- 
tune, which _ conſtantly purſued me, our ſe- 
cond coach, in which was ſecretary Schuler, - 
was loſt in the dark, and overturned ina 
great ditch. Happily no one was hurt by. 
the fall; but to my mortification, one of 
the kb which containd five rich ſuits 
of my cloths, was thrown into the filehy . 
water of the ditch, and when they came to 
1 1 them * ſouſedl. 
Wn 
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That night my ſervants. were buſyd in 
4 drying my cloths; 3 and the next morning 


we purſued our. journey to: Lipſtad, where 


we were ſplendidly regaled by the chief 
: burgomaſter. Between Lipſtad and Ham, 
1 found myſelf ſeized by a ſort of fever, 
with a diſorder in my head, and inſup- 
ir portable pains in all my limbs. My illnes 
' increaſed ſo faſt, that 1 thought I ſhoud 


not have been able to have reachd Ham; 
where we did not get till four in the morn- 


ing. I went to bed immediately, and the 


diſorder in my head was ſo violent, and 


| the heat fo. great, that the phyſician who 
attended me, was fearful of a determind 


fever. He immediately gave me remedys, 


which relieyd me greatly. Count Trouchſes, 


_. who was in haſte to get to Weſel, ſet off 
in the firſt coach, and left me the ſecond, 
with his valet. de chambre, and my own 
ſervants. The bed, repoſe, and the me- 


decines, procured me a copious perſpira- 


4. 7 


tion; I had a very good night, and. the 
next oy found myſelf ſo much recoverd, 


that 


- 
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that 1 determind to follow the count. oF. 
rapt myſelf up in my morning gown,” was 
environed with cuſhions and furs, and 
placing the valet on my fide, I arrived, in 
that equipage, in two days at Weſel, to- 
lerably reſtored.” It was midnight when! 
got. there ; all the; gates were- ſhut, .but 
they were ſoon opend, and I was conduct- 
ed to. general B——, whoſe, goodnes had 
prepared a lodging ready for my reception. 
The ſatisfaction of finding myſelf in this 
cid and the ſine eyes of Wangen n 
50 completed my curwee. 
N The roads between Weſel and Holland | 


ES © v5 


: :þ bad every Thorn. "overfiomen.:. je hin 
de Beauyeau, {who was on nh return to 
e wall. nigh periſhd . The .poſtn en ie. | 
formd us of it, and every one adyiſed us 

{ to.embark on the Rhine. We hired a large 


boat to carry us to Rotterdam; 5 but as it 


ſeemd to be deſtind that we ſhoud be fal- 
| 10 wk 'by ee to che eng. of yr 


journey, | 
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journey, there aroſe ry violent a ſtorm, ; 


that after great difficultys, and in the midſt 


of continval dangers, we were -obliged to 
put in to Arnheim, where we landed with 


our baggage. General Hoeft von Oyen 
commanded there for the ſtates general. 


He received us with a politenes and regard 
which I cannot ſufficiently extol: he had 


the attention to procure us a commodious 
lodging, to place two grenadiers for our 
ſentinells, to regulate the account of our 
Dutch hoſt, and to procure us good car- 


riages, which conducted us, in the moſt | 


agreeable manner in the world, to Utrecht. 


From thence we took the boat, which goes. 
in the night to the Hague, in the cabin of 
which we made a bed; and the next morh- 


ing we arrived in that city, M. von Raas- 


feldt, miniſter of the king our maſter, im- 
mediately ſent his coach to receive us, and 


lodged us in his palace, which is ſo well 


| known by the name of the Old Court, We 
there received the viſits of all the foreign 
| NR.” The — de Fenelon, M. 


Trevor, 
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Trevor, cbunt von Golloſkin, general 
Deſbroſſes, count de Chavannes, baron 
von Sponcken, and many other ambaſſadors 
and envoys, loaded us with civilitys. We 
had à conference alſo with the grand pen- 
ſionary, M. van der Heym, and with tjge 
greffier Fageh.. miniſter of the republie. 
Your excellency will ſee the reſult of theſe; 
conferences by the duplicate of my ac- 
count to his majeſty, As we had loſt 
much time on our route, we were the more 
earneſt to be in. England; ſo that ba 
contracted our bafineſs: at the Hague as 1 
much as poſſible, we ſet off for Rotterdam: br 1 1 
there our baggage-was-put on board a ſoo i 
that goes between that city and London; 
and we went in a yacht belonging to the 
| Rates, to Helroetſluys. The Engliſh-agent, 
M. Walters, accompanyd us; As the pae- 
ket was ready to ſail, we took 2 ſhort din 
ner, and embarked at five in the evening. 
The wind was quite favorable. J was ex- 
ceſſive ſick on the ſea,- and coud not ſtir 
from my bed. Count Trouchſes was ſtill 
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wors. 1 lept howeverizill midnight; and, . 
at day break, the cabin boy came to tell us 
that) they ſaw the land. I jumped out of 
bed, went upon deck, and in fact, ſaw 
the ſteeples of Harwich, where we arrived 
about two hours after. This fortunate ' 
paſſage ſeemd to have obliterated the re- 
membrance of all our paſt troubles; and 4 
the pleaſur of ſeeing that ſea behind us, 
which we had ſo much dreaded, and of 
finding ourſelves almoſt at the end of our 
toilſom journey, gave us the higheſt ſpirits. 
The fight of the Engliſh coaſt, fo lofty 
and beautiful, the elegance of the city of 
Harwich, and of the apartments of the inn 
where we lodged, the attention and diſ- 
patch with which we were ſerved, the abun- 
dance and -variety of proviſions, and the 
manner in which they were dresd, all de- 
lighted us; and increasd the eager deſire 
count Trouchſes had to ſee the capital of 
| fo delicious a country. The goodneſs of 
ble roads ſurpriſed us ſtill more agreeably ; ; 
| we readily paid the trifling ſums that were 
13 5 eee 
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demanded at the turnpikes ; and co not 
refrain, more than once, from blaming , 

our own! nation- for ſuffering, - in its-fineſt 
provinces, and moſt frequented routes, fuch 
horrible roads as we had juſt pasd. At 

laſt we arrived at London, where M. von 
A———, the king's reſident, receivd us 

with all poſſible. politenes and cordiality. 

He provided us a handſom and convenient 
hous, and an elegant equipage : for thoſe 

are the two moſt eſſential, and at the ſame ; 

time , moſt expenſive, Tere of mw in 
London. 

We here find. 2 difculens, to > fo. | 
mount; and occupations without number. 
Our diſpatches will inform your excellency. 
of the meaſures we purſue to promote, as 
far as depends upon us, his majeſtys in- 
tentions. My leiſure intervals I employ. in 
letting down the moſt remarkable anecdotes. 
in our private life. Abundantly happy 
ſhall I think myſelf, if my efforts ſhall. 
merit your excellencys approbation. 1 have 


the honor to be, with inGpic reſpeR. | 
1 E A T E R | 
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r Baron ron R965, ar Berlin, 


2 Jan, 20, 1741. 


FO, * dear friend, you muſt not 
imagin that all the Engliſh reſemble, 
in their manner of thinking, in their mo- 
rals and behaviour, thoſe empty wretches 
of that nation, with whom you have met 
in your travels ; or that buffoon of a far- 
rier at Potſdam, whoſe blunders and ab- 
ſurditys have ſo frequently excited our 
. mirth. All that I now fee, and all that I 
hear, ſtrongly convince me of the con- 
. trary. Tou woud day, that this iſland is 
the land of good ſens; and that it reigns 
in every branch of government, in all the 
grand eſtabliſhments of the nation; | in 
commerce, in literature, and in every thing 
that conſtitutes the predominant charatter 
4 1 | of 


of a 5 The . of the E. E 
ſerve, indeed, a nationality, which is pe- 
culiar to themſelves; but the inclination 
of the Engliſh for travel, and the proximi- 
ty of F rance, carrys moſt of their nobility, 
and other perſons of rank, to Paris; and 
when they return, they bring with them 
the manners and cuſtoms of the French. I 
allow, that the ancient Engliſh method of | 
living is to be found among the common 
people, and even among ſome of the weal- 


thy merchants : but I haye obſerved, that 2 


the manner of lving among the nobility, 
is almoſt the ſame 1 in all the civilized coun-. 
trys in Eurôpe. Here, the dres, the fur 
niture, the table, and the equipage of the 
nobleman, are eee, in the French 
a taſte. 1 1 Fe 
I Lam now engaged in reading, the Lanes 
of the Abby le Blanc on the Engliſh nation. 
They appear to me well wrote, and inter- 
ſperſed with ingenious reflexions: bur 15 
cannot conceive in what company this au- 
thor lived in London or ee 
Vor- IV. IS © 
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of view he made his obſervations. T he 
greateſt part of his remarks are not juſt. 1 
mall here give one example. He pretends, 
that the Engliſh gardens are mere baubles, 
and reſemble a cheſs board. I dont know 
- whether he might not have been ſhown ſome 
othecarys garden, where the little pyra- 
1555 and figurs, cut in box and yew trees, 
might reſemble a game of cheſs; but I be- 
 Heve all travellers will agree, that there are 
no gardens in Europe, where the plans are 
more extenſive, or the n el more grand, 
than in thoſe of the Engliſh; as well as in 
their parks. That land, which i in other 
countrys is uſually a common field, is here 
frequently formd into a park, an divided 
by viſtas and roads. I remember,” in my 
firſt Journey to England, when I made a 
tour to York, during the time of the races, 
that is to lay, in the middle of the fiſmmer, 
IJ was aſtoniſhed at the great nümber of 
country. houſes, and ſuperb-, gardens, that I 
ſaw, not only on my way, but in the 


chan er York itſelf, The garden Which 
Kuck 


%. 


4 
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ſtruck me moſt, was that of Mr., Afabyg | 


famous by the name of Studley Parks near 
Rippon. He was a private gentleman, who 
had made a fortune in 1720, in the South 
Sea ſcheme: He realiſed in time, and pre- 
ſerved immens wealth. Being in poſſeſſion 


of lands finely ſituate on the ſea ſhore, he 
determind to conſtruct gardens that might 


ſerve as a monument of his fortune. For 


this purpoſe, he eut thro the midle of a 
conſiderable mountain; and by that ope- 


ration, which was truly in the Roman ſtyle, 


he had the command of a vaſt open con 


try, bounded on each ſide by: lofty' hills; 


with gentle deſcents, In the midle of this 
plain is formd a large and beautiful canal, 


whoſe waters flow in ſheets, from one part 


to another, by eaſy caſcades. The borders 


of this canal are planted with! four ros of 
lime trees, that have bowling green in 


the midle, and afford delightful avatke - 85 | 


From: theſe allys are ſeen, on each: fide,” 
the hills that ſurround them; and theſe hills 
are ee ornamented in ſuch- man- 
[i 53 
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ner, that art is completely hid under the 

appearance of natur; for this terreſtial 
+ Paradiſe ſeems to be entirely her production. 
There is neither ſymetry nor regularity to 
| be diſcovered. Theſe mountains are cover- 
ed with oaks, beech, pines, and other trees 
of eyery. kind, both great and ſmall. There 
is a fort of ſerpentine walk, that ſometimes 


_ aſcending, and ſometimes deſcending, runs 


thro theſe woods; which are adorned with 
ſaloons, pavillions, baths, temples, grottos, 
obeliſks, pyramids, vaſes and ſtatues, all 
diſpoſed with taſte and reflexion. Here 
and there are ſeen pleaſing cataracts, whoſe 
waters, falling from the ſummit of the 
mountain, foam againſt the obſtructive 
rocks, and at laſt tooſe themſelves in the 
earth. This garden has no artificial boun- 
dary; the view is terminated by a full 
proſpect of the ſea, on which are ſeen 
ſhips inceſſantly paſſing in various direc- 
tions; and preſents one of the moſt grand 
and beautiful appearances that it is poſlible 


for the imagination. to conceive, eſpecially 
in 


1 
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in thoſe delicious moments when the: ſan, 
as the poets ſay, riſes in all his luſtre from 


the boſom of Thetis, or when he conceals 


| himſelf there. We arrive at the manſion- 
hous, which is placed at the entrance of 
theſe magnificent gardens, by crofling a 


beautiful park, cut thro by ſeveral roads, 


and ſtockd with deer. I agree that all the 
Engliſh gardens are not in equal taſte, but 


in general, they appear to me to be in a 
form more grand than thoſe of France, and 


all other nations. It is the opinion here, 


that a garden ſhould not reſemble the deſ- 


ſert upon a table, but a beautiful country 


— 


improved by art. It is on this principle 


the Engliſh act; and from thence it comes 
that we here ſee fewer trees and hedges 


nicely cut by the ſhears, but on the other 


hand, a great number of ſpacious groves, » 
grand avenues, noble bowling Wm 


pieces of water, &c. 


I find a ſufficient number of thats lie 
errors in the reflexions of Abby le Blanc. 
An abſolute impartiality, and an intimate | 
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connexion with the Principal perſons of 
country, are neceſſary in order to draw its 
real character: for it is of litle concern to 


the ſenſible part of mankind, who are the 


only part we ſhould regard in our writings, 
to know what are the manners; the mode 
of thinking and living, of the lower claſſes 
of the people, among whom there are rare- 
ly any examples worthy of imitation. As 
to what concerns myſelf, I can yet give 
you, my dear friend, but a very light idea 
of this country. Our. baggage, which we 
put on board the packet- boat at Rotter- 


t ien we are e cruelly Fe and 
prevented from mixing with the world. 1 


have here orderd new cloths, as mine have 


been moreover ſoakd in a ditch between 
Hervorden and Bielfeld. The day after 


our arrival, M. de Buſſy, the French mi- 


niſter at this court, invited us to make the 
feaſt of the Kings“ with him; and know- 
ing our diſappointment, he offesd count 


© The Twelfth- day, or Epiphany. T | Kill 
rouc - 
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Trouchſrs the uſe of all his wardrobe, 
even to his ſhirts: you will pleas to ob- 
ſerve chat M. de Buſſy is a remarkable litle 
man, and count Trouchſes full ſix foot 
high. We laughd hearty at this ſtroke, - 
and went to the court of the Wiſe Kings in 
our travelling dres. As they are Orientals 
they did not regard it, and their feaſt was 
celebrated with more gayety than is com- 
mon in the dres of a day of gala. He is 
a moſt amiable man, this French envoy. 
It is impoſſible for any mortal to have more 
ſens or more gayety: he here tranſacts 
matter of the laft importance with an air of 
pleaſantry, The intereſt of France and 
England frequently claſh, - as you know; 
and H. Britannic M. when in his circle, 
does not always accoſt the French miniſter 1 
in a very gracious manner, nor with a brow _ Wl 
remarkably ſerene : but it is obſerved that bl, 
he never quits M. de Buffy without laugh- 
ing, for he always finds means to divert 
H. M. by ſome pleaſant ſally. 
D4 e 
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2 We find alſo here, count Oſtein, REY! £ 
ter from Vienna; the marquis de Caraval- 
ho, miniſter from Portugal; M. Oforio, 
from Sardinia; baron Solenthal, from Den- 
mark; M. Waſemberg, from Sweden; 
M. von Uteroot, from Poland; M. von 

Hop, from Holland; M. Haſlang, from 

Bavaria; and ſtill ondide foreign miniſters, 
who, independent of their talents for.nego- 
tiation, are, by their knowledge and po- 
9 litenes, highly amiable in ſociety. ' 

= Another time I ſhall tell you more, my 
= dear baron, and the rather, as what I coud 
now ** n. be but arsch (ha Kt 
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70 Baron yon 1 at Berlin.” 5 
| 119 Oo 
; bh London, Feb. . tn 


1 
4 


- NOW at, my mai damn to re- 
. connoitre this city of London. We 
have had an audience of the king; I go 
frequently to court, and introduce. myſelf 
into the beſt houſes. The court is here the 
reſidence of dullnes. The old palace of 
St. Jameſis, or the king's lodging: hous; 
crazy, ſmoky," and dirty, is ſufficienrof it- 
felf to inſpire melancholy ideas. A com- 
pany of Anglo-Swils, they call yeomen of 
the guard, and in deriſion beef eaters, do 
- the honors of the guard room; the princt- 
pal of which are, to range themſelves in a 
line, to ſtrike their halberds againſt tlie 
ground, and to cry nate way, when they 
ſee a ſtranger or other perſon of diſtinction, 
and for which they receivt a perquiſit on 5 
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new-years day. Their appearance does not 


contradict the” deriſive name that is given 


them; by their color, however, they might 
be called lobſters, for they are coverd with 
red from head to foot. Since the death of 
her majeſty queen Caroline, the king has 
never kept public table. H. M. dines and 
ſups alone, in his own apartment, and is 
ſervd at table by two valet de chambres. 
The prince and princeſs of Wales, and 
their children, neither lodge nor come to 


 \eourt. The duke of Cumberland, and the 


ꝓrinceſſes Amelia, Carolina, and Louiſa, 
eat alſo in private, and admit no one what- 
ever to their table, or even to be ſpectators 


| of it. This life of per petual | retirement 


renders the court to the laſt degree ſpirit- 
leſs, or rather, there is no court at all. 
The king and the roial family are only to 
be ſeen at chapel, and two or three times in 
4 week, in the circle of the drawing. room, 

where H. M. receives the compliments of 
the foreign miniſters, and of the firſt qua- 
86 of both ſexes. 7 About eight in the 
even- 
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evening, the princeſſes; fit down to play 3 
we may ſee them play, indeed, but it muſt 
be at a diſtance, for their tables are placed 
in a ſeparate chamber, of which the pros 


fane vulgar are ſufferd to approach. the 


threſhold only; and as this 1 is but a dull 
ſort of entertainment, there are not many 
ſpectators. For dinners and ſuppers, they 
are out of the queſtion; ; and except the 
domeſtics of the king and his family, and 

ſuch as live 1 in the palace, and receive their 
daily bread from the court, I dont believe 
that for ſome years paſt any one has ate fo 
much as a mutton-chop, within its. walls. 
Feaſts are there proſcribed, and there is no 
day celebrated except that of the birth of 
the: prot which. is. Ge 21 4 Noreen. 


- 
— — IREFTITT TOP = dn — nero went men pacing 


+ It is very er * a "Ra who ſees all 


gs in his prince, as our author ſomwhere expreſſes 


and who comes from a country where all the 
os and ſplendor of the people are, in a· manner, 


centerd within the walls of à palace, to be ſurpriſed to 


find no greater diſplay of luxuriant magnificence i in the 
court of * _ and apr a GX as that of 


6 LE T TER XXIX. 
But if the court be languid, the town in re 
turn is highly animated. You know to 
what degree London is uſually crowded 


with inhabitants. The diverſions of the 
winter, and the ſeffion of parliament, draw 
thither moſt of the nobility, and other per- 
ſons of rank, whoſe uſual reſidence is in 
the country; ſo that we may ſay, that Eng- 
land, in this ſeaſon, is in a- manner con- 
denſed in its capital. We here fee equi- 
pages without number, tho for the moſt 
part in a deteſtable taſte. The figur of an 
Engliſh coach nee one of « our cob- 

| ters ſtalls i in Germany *. om | 
f The 


1 "Great Brtala ; becans, he docs not Trefkee, ar. the 
FA glory of a Britiſh monarch conſiſts, not in. 2 handſul 
of tinſel courtiers, or in expenſive and pompous feſti- 
vals; but in the bumber, the eaſe and afluence, the 
ſplendor and magnificence, the freedom, the dignity 
and happineſs of his people; which are conſtantly and 
neceſſarily refleted on his crown, and which give it a 
 huftre as far ſuperior to the utmoſt blaze of the court 
of an abſolute monareh, as the full glory of the fan is 
to the light of a wax tape. 
Since this was wrote, we are mach impioved' in 


_ article; but our carriages are ſtill far inferior, 
tho 


LETTER XXIX. Gn 
The houſes, even thoſe which are inha- 
dues by the nobility, have externally but 
a mean appearance, and the ſmoke of the 

coals gives them a black and diſagiceable 

look: but it is not the ſame with the in- 
ternal appearance; for there reigns/a re- 
markable delicacy, an, elegant ſimplicity, 
and a charming taſte, which is conſtantly 
directed by the greateſt convenience poſſi- 
ble, and a magnificence that is more ſolid 
than glaring. Every article of the furni- 
ture is perfect 1 in its kind. When I ſpeak 
of the exterior of the London houſes, I 
mean, however, to except ſome of the ho- 
tels of the nobility, which are ſituate in the 
fineſt part of the town, and were built by 
the renowned Inigo Jones, one of the 
greateſt architects that the world has pro- 
duced, or by Sir John Vanbrug, and ſome 
other able maſters. 1 have already told | 


—_ 9 


tho more expenſive, than thoſe of France; a are : 
in every reſpe& ſo excellent, that it is worth thewhils 
of a man of taſte, to go from London to Paris, mere- 


ty to ſee _ equips ges. 
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you, that the table of perſons of quality is 
ſerved entirely in the French taſte. Never 
was ſo much Champagne and Burgundy 
drank here, as ſince the en has 
enhanced the duty. "| 
I have been ipraſencell W di 
to the duke of Richmond. This nobleman 
keeps one of the beſt houſes in Europe; 
and one that is open at all hours of the day 
to the Engliſh gentry, and to foreigners 
who are known not to be adventurers.. The 
duke himſelf is of a moſt graceful figur, 
of infinit politenes, and of a charming 
convers. His daughter, who is called the 
lady Caroline Fitzroy, paſſes for one of 
the firſt beautys of England. You woud 
imagin that love had guided my pencil, 
tho I had drawn her portrait after natur: 

but my dear friend, I ſhall take care how 
I-attempt ſo maſterly a performance. I 
ſhall content myſelf with admiration, and 
with 4 van toaſting her health among 

bom Eg. | | 
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If you ſee the lady: of general n Ful 
I beg you woud teſtify my earneſt acknows- . 
ledgment for the letter ſhe gave me to ge- 
neral St. Hippolite, her uncle, who has 
given me a moſt gracious reception, and is 
daily heaping on me ren ee of 1 1 
litene. 1429 e 
In the firſt eurer 1 de to v Eaton, 
in 1736, I found two Italian operas. The 
celebrated Handel directed one, and had 
for his principal voices S. Conti Giziello, 
and Signora Strada, with an admirable baſe, 
His opera ſhone moreover by the fund 
of its muſic, the compoſition of which was 
highly excellent. This Engliſh Orpheus 
himſelf dictated the accords. But he had 
to contend with a redoubted rival, M. Hei- 
degger, the manager of an opera at the 
theatre in the Hay- market; who preſented 
the moſt excellent productions of Ms. 
Haſſe and Porpora, that were executed by 
Ss. Farinelli and Senoſino, and Signora 
Cuzzoni. The great abilitys of theſe re- 
nowned compoſitors, and extraordinary ta 
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nl. lents of the performers, and the emulation, 

Wl. that attended the execution, altogether, at 

W . that time made London the ſeat of mulic. 

But at prefent Euterpe ſeems to have 
abandoned the Engliſh ſhore, and nothing 

4 now remains but oratorios, which are ſom- 

> times exhibited by M. Handel. 

The theatre here is on a much better 
eſtabliſhment. There are two houſes, one 
in Covent garden, and the other in Drury- 

lane, that mutualy:endeavour to attain the 

* ſuperior ſuffrage of the people. The firſt 

time I was at an Engliſh tragedy, the ac- 
tion of the performers appeared to me quite 
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1 extravagant, and the ſound of their voices 
. ſeemd in my ears like frightful howlings : | 
#14 and tho I ſtill find their manner ingeneralou- 
[04 tree, yet it does not ſhock me as at firſt *, : 
—_ . - 2 


> © This #7 FOI on thoſs 5060 en SD diſ- 
grace the Engliſh ſtage, is very juſt; tho B. Bielfeld 
” ſeems not to have diſcoverd the cauſe. When an ac- 
tor is told that in ſuch a ſcene he ſhould exce; and 
Aude that he is unable to enter into the ſpirit of that 
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ſomtimes diſcover truth, and always an ex- 


2 power; which, in the moſt pathe- 
tic parts of the piece, does not fail to have a 


great ef. I coud wiſh however, that they 
vVvoud ſornthing more vary their manner, 
approach nearer to natur, and avoid that 
monotony in their declamation, to Which I 
can never be reconciled. The Engliſhco- 


medy is my great delight. I there find a 


vivacity, and a reſſemblance of natur that 


is admirable, and which a tao: ſcrupulous 


obſervance of rules, prevents other nations 
from obtaining: The performers are ex- 
tremely well dresd, and the managers of 


each company neglect nothing that can di- 
verſify and recommend their exhibitions. 
They have at Covent · garden a young Hebe, 
wh is Mete leg her Ca ay ang 
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vent the reſentment of the audience, he makes a hor- 
rible bellowing, juſt as a child crys to prevent beating: 


and if by that mean, he can beſide get a clap from - 


the upper gallery, in which he ſeldom fails, he goes 
off, highly ſelf-pleasd with his execrable performance. 


chore. 
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chore by her dance: this is Madamoiſele 
Barbarina, an: Italian, who is lately arrived 
in England. I cannot ſay enough in her 
praiſe: I avoid going behind the ſcenes, 
becaus I think it dangerous to examin her 
eyes, her figur and her graces, top nearly. 
She is great both in the ſerious and comic 
dancr. At Drury. lane, they have M. and 
{if Madam Fauſſan, who are excellent in the 
nien comic!: ſhe: has a ſhape and a figur 
. that is delightful, and he is as volatile as a 
bird; he makes the moſt difficult n 
and the moſt ſurpriſing leaps, with the ut- 
moſt truth and propriety. Their dances 
and ballets are excellently well deſignd. 
They ſomtimes alſo give operettas that 
are charming. I ſaw the other day that of 
Comus, and was never better entertaind. 
The words and muſic are both admirable: 
Jam now. employd in learning the airs, 
with which T am the better pris,” as ny 
are not at all difficult. 
Notwithſtanding the utmoſt efforts of — 
Mn the inconſtancy of the Engliſh 
a | nation 


- 
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nation occaſions their theatres to 9 55 ul 
Mr. Rich is the manager of that of Covent- i 
garden, and performs himſelf, the part of 
Harlequin: he is beſide a man who unites. 
to ſound ſens, much knowledge and a per- 
fect acquaintance with antiquity, and has 
made a thorough ſtudy of all that relates to - 
a theatre. F inding his exhibitions in dan- 
ger of being neglected, he for a long, time 
ruminated on the means of reviving them 
by ſome new plan; and at laſt conceivd 
the deſign of eſtabliſhing the pantomimes | 
of the ancients in their primitive purity, 
For you. know, my dear friend, that this 
entertainment, in which the thoughts were 
at firſt expreſſed by action and attitude, 
without the uſe of any one word, was at 
laſt corrupted by the Romans, who added 
indecent exprellions; as we ſee. by. the Mi- 
mes de Laberius, which were no other than 
licentious comedys. Mr. Rich found with - 5 
in himſelf great-reſources for the ſucces of 
his project; and he found in M. Potier the 
moſt proper man in the world to ſecond 
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68 LETTER XXIX. 
him. This is a very able mafter of the 
ballet and of the dance, and one who Fas a 
marvellous art in imitating all ſorts of ac- 
tions: he plays the part of Pierrot eſpeei- 
ally, in the higheſt perfection. Theſe two 
extraordinary men united their talents, and 
aſſociated in their enterpriſe ſome other able 
actors. They invented the deſigns, they 
compoſed a muſic that was connective and 
expreſſive of what the actions were to re- 
preſent: they carryd the art of machinery 
almoſt to a magical extent; and, in ſhort, 
offered to the public a pantomime, in its 
. firſt eſſay, perfect. All London ran to fee 
= it, as to a fire; and ] do aſſure you, Sir, 
| - that it is an entertainment highly pleaſing 
on the firſt repreſentation ; but I doubt 
whether it be calculated to continue for any 
long time. You will eafily conceive, that 
ſuch a repreſentation can only give the out- 
lines of a fable or plot, drawn' from the 
moſt ftriking paſſions of the mind; and 
that all they call fineſs, bon mot, fpright- 
 Iyepareee, delicate ſentiment, &c. is not 
: 7 4 NS fs "a 
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to be repteſented by geſtures. The panto- : 
mime, therefore, can only ſpeak to the. 
ſenſes, and never to the underſtanding ; = 
and this it is which conſiderably detracts 
from its merit, and prevents it from being 
repeatedly pleaſing. 

I ſhall have the honor of mentioning to 
you, the next opportunity, ſome other of 
the Engliſh entertainments, which may be 
calld national and ſubaltern ; for I perceive 
that my letter is already too long, and that 
I ſhall do well to finiſh it 1 1 aſe 
9 you that 7 
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70 the e fame, at Berlin, 
Fo | Londen, Mer 2, , 174. 


0 U flatter me mak zgreeably, my 
- worthy friend, when you tell me that 
you dont find my letters too long, and de- 


ſire a continuation. I ſhall ſatisfy your de- 

| fire as much as my ſerious employments 
will permit. All my leiſur momepts are 
dedicated to you. | 
The Engliſh have a ſtrong ie 
to the ancient Romans. Theſe cared for 
nothing but bread and public ſhews : and the 
Engliſh ſeem to me to have no other deſires. 


It is to procure the neceſſarys and the com- 
forts of an eaſy life, that they urge their 


induſtry, that they purſue with ſo much 
ardor, commerce and navigation, and that 
they. nouriſh a litle fund of avarice, which 


makes them fond of gaming of every kind. 
4 Even 
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Even the arts and ſciences are here culti- 
vated only with a view to intereſt 4. The 
ſecond capital object of an Engliſhman is 


the public ſnews; and theſe cannot be ſuf- 
ficiently varyd or multiplyd. Beide thoſe 
I have mentiond in my laſt, there are, 
during the ſummer, all over England, ; 
hors races, which is a kind of diverſion 

that unites a public ſhew with gaming, and 
with which conſequently the national taſte 
can never be ſatiated. I ſaw, on my firſt 
journey, theſe races both at Vork and New- 
market; and 1 eonfes to you that the fight 
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I and accounts, in great 
A for the litle progres we make in the: polite 
arts. In other oountrys, it is the love of fame that 
animates the artiſt; here, a beggarly ! love of money 
is his only incentive ;- and conſequently the talents of 
the artiſt becom, conſtantly ſubſervient to the tate 'of 
the wealthy fool. "Thos a painter. for 2 8 
he were ſure i in time to arrive at the excell ence of a 
phael or Rubens, in hiſtorical ſubjets ; ; yet, while 


he can get ten times the-maney, by drawing a a number. 17 | 


of deteſtable phyfiognomys,. he will nd never 
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7% LETTER XXX. 
ſtruck me; tho I leſs admired the thing 


itſelf, the force and velocity of the horſes, 
than the circumſtances that attended it : 


the innumerable quantity of ſpectators, the 
number of equipages of every kind, and of 


gentlemen mounted and attended by do- 


meſtics, many of them with led horſes 3 the 


gallerys filled with ladys in the moſt ſplen- 
did dreſſes, and adornd with the richeſt 
diamonds: in a word, every thing that 


could poſſibly contribute to render ſuch-a 


ſight brilliant. 

I ſhall not mention the e of wild 
beaſts, of dogs, and all ſorts of animals, 
that are here to be ſeen. Theſe entertain- 
ments are frequently given to the people, 
who are very fond of them“. 1. cannot, 

FCC how. 
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We are very far from deüring to countenance 


ſuch brutal and ſenſles exhibitions as theſe: it ! is ſome 
conſolation, however, to know, that in folly as well 
as misfortune, we are not wors than our neighbours. 


Thers are at this time in Paris, at leaſt fourſcore dogs 


kept in one yard, expreſly for the purpoſe of fighting 


9 each Ann and with a number of wild beaſts 
| that 
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however, avoid ſaying a few words of thoſe 
between men, which are a diſgrace to hu- 
| manity. Sometimes theſe champions ard 
naked to the waiſt, and fight with theit 
fiſts, giving each other horrible blows, and 
throw their adverſarys with violence on 
the earth; when their ſeconds raiſe them 
up, wipe off their ſweat, and encourage 
them, like dogs, to renew the combat; 
and ſomtimes they ſtrangle or ſuffocate each 
other. There are alſo champions who 
fight with broad-ſwords, but with their ſeet 
ſo faſtend to the ſcaffold that they car not 
move from the ſpot. Their ſwords are re- 
markably ſharp and ligkt toward the point, 
ſo that the wounds they give are never very 
deep, but the blood preſently guſhes out, 
and the people ſhout applaus. There is 
alſo another ſort of gladiators, armed with 
ſticks, whoſe ends are bound round with 
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chat are "RIP on the ſame "3h 1 fs the ſame pur- | 
poſe. And with theſe polite diverſions the refined 
Pariſians are conſtantly entertaind on. Chriſtmas-day, 
Eaſter· ſunday, and other grand nn. 
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LETTER WAN. 
iron, with which they knock each other 
dovn, or give terrible contuſions. What 
in my opinion is moſt ſcandalous in this af- 
fair is, that theſe combats ſhould be autho- 
riſed by the government, under the fight 
of-an officer of the police, upon a public 
theatre; where they pay regularly to be ad- 
mitted, and where the pit, and what 18 
more, the boxes are filled with as good 
company as at an opera. They carryd me 
the other day to one of theſe exhibitions at 
the litle theatre in the Hay-market. Ne- 
ver have I ſeen ſo diſguſtful a fight, and ſo 
diſgraceful to the underſtanding and to the 
heart of man. My conductors gave me 
ſome ſorry reaſons in excuſe for ſuch bar- 
barity, but they were ſo very trifling as not 
to deſerve to be repeated or refuted. _ 
We ſay that cock-fighting is a diverſion 
that belongs to children; but here it is a 
ſerious affair; theatres are conſtructed on 
_ purpoſe for theſe exhibitions, and ſomtimes 
they are the entertainment of perſons of 


conſequence's in the ſtate: and as they give 
13 ? oppor- 
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opportunitys for gaming, OY do not want 
for partiſans. There are many people em- 
ployd in raiſing and nouriſhing this ſort of 
cocks, and preparing them for the ground 
on which they are to combat with their 


fellows. I have been ſurprisd at the cou- 
rage of theſe animals. No ſooner were - 


they out of the bags, than they fuddenly - 
flew at each other, and fought without any 
object, till one of them was left dead on 
the ſpot. Before the batle begins, the 
connoiſſeuts judge of the force and valour 
of the cocks by their looks, eſpecially by 
their eyes; after which the bets are made, 


and the batle begins. - Being drawn the : 


other day by curioſity to one of theſe en- 
tertainments, I had an orange in my hand, 

when one of the cocks layd his adverſary 
in appearance dead upon the ground. He 
remaind in. that itate for a ſhort time, du- 


ring which a ſtranger, who was next m | 


crys out eagerly, Sir, I lay four guineas to 
your orange that this cock wins the batle. 1 
replyd, Done, Sir. The dead cock i imme- 
| E 2 wo _— 
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diately ſprung up, recoverd his force, at- 
Ttackd his enemy, and gaind the victory. 
I kept my orange, but refuſed to take the 
four guineas of my neighbour, who appeard 
e.gualy ſenſible of 222 loſs and of my gene- 
„ rakep. - 
They tell me; that an induftrious Italian 
contrived a very ſingular exhibition, a few 
years ſince, in London. The firſt part was 

a concert of cats, whom he had ranged ac- 
cording to their ſeveral ages, their ſize, and 
the compas of their voices, on the benches 
of an amphitheatre. All the cats were dresd 
with ruffs and ruffles.made of paper. They 
had before them deſks to which their feet 
were faſtend. Each cat had alſo a muſic- 
book and two wax tapers. They affure me 

+ that this aſſembly of virtuoſes miftigris af- 
forded a moſt comic appearance, at the in- 
ſtant the curtain was drawn up; that there 
were among them cats of a very drole phy- 
ſiognomy ; that all of them ſeemd to roll 
their eyes in different manners; that the 
muſic, and the inſtruments which accom- 

| page 
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og tlie voices, were equaly bizar 3 and 


” 


that all their rails being placed between 
pincers, the maſter of the chaple had no- 


thing 


to do but draw them together, in 


order to make his performers exert their 


vocal facultys, at the proper intervals. 


 - 


The ſecond part of this burleſk- enter- 


tainment was performd by turkeys, who 


were made to dance in a kind of circular 
encloſure on a platform, the bottom of 
which was made of iron or bras; and un- 
der it were placed pans with hot coals, 
which gradualy heated the iron. The tur- 
keys at firſt made flow. and grave ſteps, to 
the ſound of inſtruments that playd ſara- 
bands, louvres, &c. As the floor increasd 


in heat, the turkeys quickend their ſteps, 


and the muſic its time; till at laſt the iron 
becoming almoſt red hot, the poor birds 
coud no longer preſerve any regular ſtep, 
but. hopd,. {kipd, jumpt, and made a thou- 
ſand extravagant contorſions, to the jnfinit 
latisfaCtion of theſe wiſe Engliſhmen, who 


were frequently i in. danger of wm lad: 
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78 LETTER XXX. 
cated by laughter. They ſay that this . 
lian made his fortune in onen, of: theſe 
die exhibitions, | 
But what will you fay to the tt d 
of a people, who ſeduced by their extrava- 
vagant fondnes for ſhews, ſufferd them- 
ſelves to be bubled by an arch rogue, who 
advertiſed, that on ſuch a day, at ſuch an 
hour, and on ſuch a theatre, a man woud 
get into a quart bottle. And yet, Sir, 
tome of the moft ſenſible people in Eng- 
land repaird to this exhibition, and paid 
for entrance. The hous was preſently as 
full as an egg · But they were all bit: for 
| after waiting about an hour, the drole im- 
poſtor came to the front of the ſtage, and 
told them the exhibition coud not poſſibly 
take place then, becaus they had not been 
able to find in all the taverns of London a 
botle that containd an exact quart; but 
that he was ſorry for their diſappointment, 
and their money ſhoud be returnd. He 
qiſappeard inſtantly. The pit, finding 
chemſelves chousd, became outrageous, 
| tore 
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tore up the benches, and deſtroyd all the =_ 
decorations; and the riot was ſo great, that Ml 
ſome loſt their ſwords, others their hats and 
wigs, &c. But the money was never re- 
turn the author of the buble made his 

eſcape, and was never after diſcoverd. 
I relate theſe trifles merely to let you th 
the extravagant taſte of the 'Engliſh for 
every thing that can be calld a ſhow. _— 
Their great multiplicity ſeems to me to oc- 
caſion too much diſſipation among the peo- 
people, and to rob them of much of that 
time which ſhoud be given to induſtry.— _ 
The hors races are eſpecialy of a dangerous 
conſequence, becaus they engroſe the at- 
tention of the-common people; and give 
to both thoſe of high and low condition, a 
licentious diſpoſition, and a diſguſt for that 


a 0 
8 — 8 TILES > : — . 
; ; - LEY 3 , — enen 7 » 
5 2 e p a6, "0a Hy hp 3 — * * . — r 
r _ >} pw nee” 2) Ch 54. — a —— | ec 
— — — = 2 = . 
fe ABT Erna eres — — — by A 3 > —_—— - p dls 
— — I ..... Son mee rn UP — 3s et I” rod ns I II — 2 — — 2 9 9 


— 


— 3 * or 
i” * N 7 nt 1 - * 
P A err 42 
: p rr 
— K — — Gs — — — ps 
— — 


| | life of application which is enn for ; 
4 their ſeveral employ ments. | 


Z I am. in much doubt, my dear friend, 
whether this letter will find you at Berlin. | 
y It is moſt like you will be gone with-the 
king to Slleſia ; and I am convinced you 
* 4 | ein 
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will follow his bright plume in tbe career 
of honor and of glory: may the laurels you 
there gather not be ſtaind with your o. n 
blood I ſhall lift, like Moſes, my hands 
toward Heaven, on the higheſt mountain 
of England, and offer up vows for your 

preſer vation, while you are hghting an the 

| pas ob Sdeſia. FD 
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To M. Jordan, Privy Counſellor to 
the King at Berlin. 


— Marth 6," 1741. 5 


7 HAT can 1 tell you, my dear 


the audience of the foreign miniſters, and 


to the conferences with the ſtateſmen; and 


after engaging with the members of parlia- 


ment, and with every one who can be ſup- 
poſed to have any intelligence, I return to 
my cloſet, and paſs the nights in writing, 


and making of ciphers. You muſt be ſen· 
ſible, that ſuch a flave can have but litle 
regard ſhown him on Helicon, and but 


litle leiſur to attend on the Muſes. The 
moſt. that I can do is, to paſs a few mo- 
E 5 ments 


friend, of the ſtate of letters in 
England. A ſlave to politics, F am chaind 
to its galley, and row with the reſt of the 
crew. I carry my chains to the court, to 
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ments with them by ſtealth, I withdraw 
myſelf twice in the week from my labors, 
to attend the celebrated Dr. Deſaguliers, 
chaplain to H. R. H. the prince of Wales, 
in a cours of experimental philoſophy; ; 
and- I have engaged almoſt all the foreign 
miniſters here, to be of the party. The 
doors apartment has more the appearance 
of a hall of congres, than the auditory. of 
a profeſſor ; and as we pay him generouſly, 
he in return ſpares for nothing to treat us 
handſamly, and to diſcover to us all the 
hidden ſprings of natur. Phyſics, proper- 
ly fo calld, mechanics, hydraulics, hydro- 
ſtatics, optics, aſtronomy, are all included 
in his cours. You have, I believe, in 
your valuable library. the doctors treatis, 
which is called A cours of experimental philo- 
ſophy, &c. printed at London in quarto.— 
This work forms the baſis of his lectures; 
| but as he makes all his demonſtrations by 
the aid of an infinit quantity of machines, 
be ſeems to unfold all natur before our 
eyes, and to follow her in all her operations. 
; 1 con- 
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f confes to you, that I find an inexpreſſible 


pleaſure in attending his lectures, and that 


1 never leave them without the higheſt ſa- 155 


tisfaction. Among the great number of 


his machines, there is none that excites my 


admiration ſo much as his famous planeta- 


rium. I had before ſeen, in the library at . | 
Leyden, in that of Berlin, and elſewhere, 7 


ſeveral ſpheres, made to demonſtrate the 
courſes of the celeſtial bodys; I have 
likewiſe examind that which they call the 


orrery, from my lord Orrery, its inventors. _ 
but all theſe machines, tho i ingenious, have , 


4 conſiderable defect, which is, that they 
give a very wrong idea of the ſeveral diſ- 


tances between the celeſtial bodys, and de- 
ſeribe but very imperfectly their motions. 
For by placing the ſun in the center, and 


giving it the ſize of an orange, it is neceſ- 


ſary, in order to preſerve a due proportion 


between it and the planets, and to deter- 


min the juſt diſtances, that ſuch a ſphere 


ſhoud be an Engliſh mile in diameter. Dr. 


Deſaguliers obſerving this inconvenience, 
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meditated for a long time, ſome method of 
perfecting this machine, and at laſt con- 
trived his planetarium. He was very effi- 
caciouſly aſſiſted in this buſines by Mr. 
Graham, the moſt able and the moſt cele- 
brated watch maker that ever exiſted, The 
movements. of this planetarium are highly. 
complex, but very ingenious. Our doctor 
adapts, as you will ſuppoſe, the ſyſtem of: 
Copernicus and Newton; and conſequent-- 
ly when the whole. machine is complete, 
you ſee the fun immoveable in the center, 
and the earth and moon, and the planets, 
with their ſateHites, which turn round the 
ſun on their axes. He then begins by 
turning a winch, and immediately the 
whole heaven i is in its natural motion, each 
body deſcribing its proper orbit, whether 
circular or elliptic. This firſt lecture is. 
given by day, that the auditor may clearly: 
obſerve all the feveral bodys, and their 
movements, according to the explication- 
Wh: | 8 Deſagoliers then gives. In the next 
8 lecture, he and in the center a ſmall 
1 rxyſtal 
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oryſtal globe, which contains a lamp, and 


repreſents the ſun: he then ſhuts the win * 


dows, and putting his planetarium again 


in motion, he ſhews in this lecture, what 


parts of the earth, the moon, and planets, 
are illuminated by the ſun, at every inſtant. 
You will obſerve, that in theſe two. wide: 
the exact diſtances muſt be abſtractly con- 
ſiderd; for it is not poſſible to repreſent: 


chem diſtinctly in a machine of four feet 
diameter: but in the ſucceeding lectures, - 
the doctor analyzes his machine, and pre- 

ſents to his auditors the ſun ſtill in the cen-- | 


ter, but with only one planet and its ſateb-- 


lites; as. the-earth,. which turns on its in- 


elined axis round the ſun, accompany 


by the moon only. By this method, the 
diſtances become much more diſcernable; 
and thus he explains, with ſurpriſing. faci - 
lity and precifion, the whole ſolar ſyſtem. 
All theſe matters are made ſo: palpable, 


that I woud engage to teach aſtronomy, by 


the help af a planetarium, to any lady Who 


has the leaſt curioſity and attention, in a 
| month's 
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months time. But ſuch a machine is not - 
to be had by every one; for that of the 
doctor has coſt him more than a thouſand 
pounds ſterling. | 

That Mr. Graham I juſt now mention 
is a man of the higheſt excellence in his 


Tc profeſſion. . You know how much the fric- 
| tion of machines retards their motion. We 
| 
| 


1 
1 
. — 
| 
| 
x 


J , 


| _. were talking with him ſomtime ſince, at 
| © Dr. Deſaguliers, on that ſubject; and each 
| of us gave him our ſeveral opinions of the 
method of diminiſhing the friction: he im- 
py proved upon what we had faid, and the 
other day preſented us with a machine 
that deſervedly receivd our unanimous ap- 


35 probation. It was a wheel, the pivots of - 


whoſe axis reſt upon four other ſmall 
wheels that are of braſs; and when the 
large wheel, whoſe plane i is perpendicular 
to the horizon, turns, the ſmall ones alſo 
turn; ſo that the points of the axis being 
placed on parts that are continually in mo- 
tion, the point of contact is continually 
changing, and the 5 of friction is by 
this 


FS . 
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this n diminiſhd by three fourths. I 
fixd a piece of paper to a part of the peri- 
phery of the great wheel, and by a ſudden 
ſtroke; puting it into a briſk motion, I 
counted the number of revolutions, and 
having previouſly meaſurd the circumfe- 
rence of the wheel, I found that it had 
gone thro more than an 1 980 be- 
fore it ſtopd x. 

I dont know if this invention can be ap- 
ply: to any very uſeful purpos; but it ap- 
pears to me highly ingenious, and | give it 
you as an inſtance of the ability of Mr. 
Graham, whoſe ſhop is a ſubject of great 
curioſity, not only with regard to horology, oy 
but the whole ſyſtem of mechanics. 

You know, without doubt, the Procope 
coffee hous in Paris: there is one of the 
ſame ſort in London, which they call 
en en is the rende vous of all the | 
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the 1 vol. of Deſaguliers philofophy, and in other 
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wits, and the greateſt part of the men of 
letters, in town. They there hold their 
ſeſſion, talk of new publications, criticiſe 
new works as they appear, and ſomtimes. 
ſuch as have already an eſtabliſnd reputa- 
tion; and form a kind of Areopagus in the 
republic of learning. They are not, how- 
ever, always unanimous in their opinions, 
and their diverſity of ſentiment frequently 
occaſions diſputes, which ſomtimes enter - 
tain, and ſomtimes diſguſt, thoſe whom 
curiofity has made their auditors. Tou 
may form ſome judgment of theſe critics, 
my dear friend, by a drole inſtance, which 
F cannot refrain from telling you. A ſhort 
time ſince, old M. Deſmaizeaux, the friend 
and hiſtoriographer of the late Mr. Bayle,. 
and the editor of his works, and of many 
other celebrated writings, and who is him- 
ſelf a man of great learning, wit and plea- 
ſantry, was drinking a diſh of chocolate 
very quietly, in this coffee hous; when 
two ſtrangers. came in, fat down at the 


9 ſame 
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5 fame table, and began a very warm ap | 


about ſome ſubject of literature. One of 


them was very polite, and very moderate, for 
he had reaſon on his fide; the other, very 


rude, and very violent, for he was in the 


wrong. In about half an hour, the mode- 


rate man, unable any longer to bear the vo- 


be gone out of the room, before the furi- 


ous champion, fluſhd with his victory, 
turns round to M. Deſmaizeaux, and fays, 


Weill, Sir! dont you think I have mauld my 


antagoniſt finely Las, Sir, ſays the dry old 


man, that you baue; and if ever Lſboud fight 
with the Philiftins, I 12 iſ to _ * 
of your jaw-bone. 


There are conſtantly i in El a ge: 
number of men of ability of every kind, * 
but I do not find at preſent any one of thoſe 
men of uncommon genius, that natur does. 
not produce in every age. Pope is no 


ciferation and inſolence of his adverſar j. 
retired from the field of battle: ſcarce was BE! 
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more; and in all probability, his equal 
will not ſoon be found. There is no poet 
now in Great- Britain of a general, eſtabliſhd 
reputation, except Mr. Glover the author 
of the epic poem of Leonidas, and ſeveral 
other pleaſing works +. I have had the 
honor to become acquainted with this gen- 

tleman; and he has heapd on me marks of 


* . 
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This muſt be a miſtake, or this letter is wrong da- 
ted; for Pope did not die till May, 1744. In 1742 he 
publiſhd the fourth book of his Dunciad, which is at 
bn as maſterly a performance, as any he ever wrote. 
- + There were at this time in England ſeveral other 
| poetic writers of ſterling reputation; among whom eve- 
ry one muſt remember the authors of Night Thoughts 
and the Seaſons. We cannot wonder, however, at 
what our auhor here ſays, when we ſee an Engliſh 
writer inſinuate, at leaſt, the ſame thing; we mean 
the right reverend editor of the writings of Pope, in 
one of his lucrative notes on that author; for when 
Pope ſays, in his Eſſay on Criticiſm, 11 


The af, the meaneſt of your ſons inſpire. 


His editor very ſhrewdly remarks, * that this word 
laſt, ſpoken in his early Tenn, as it were by chance, 
ſeems to have been min., 

his 
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his politenes : and friendſhip. | There is a 
certain reſerve, a coldnes i in his firſt addres, 


but that is ſoon diſſipated by the warmth 
of a lively and amiable converſation. K he 
ſcarcity of dramatic writers is equaly great, | 
both in tragedy and comedy; and I obſerve, 


that to provide the ſtage with new pieces, 
they are forced to have recours, to tranſla- 


tions from the F rench, eſpecially M. Vol 


taire, who is in great eſteem at London. 


The pulpits are here filld with very learn- 
ed divines and great orators. The art of 


ſpeaking with power, with grace and dig- 
nity, is alſo exerciſed in the higheſt perfec- 


tion in parliament, eſpecialy in the hous of 


commons. I ſomtimes go to hear their 


eloquent debates, and always come away i 
highly pleasd. 'I admire above all Sir Ro- | 


bert Walpole, who is the Engliſh Cicero. 


I have remarkd that he 1s commonly one of | 
the laſt that ſpeaks, - and that while others 
are haranguing, he remains apparently 
quite tranquil. He. reſembles ſome. WARNE 


how, who carckſly repoſes in the midſt af 
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the field, unconcernd at the roarings of his 
adverſarys; but when he riſes, is ſure to 
deſtroy them. I have more than once ob- 
fervd him remain quite ſilent during a long 
debate, but at laſt he has roſe up, and by 
a a maſterly eloquence has induced the whole 
hous to IG in the defires of the 
court &. 
London ſwarms wah periodical produc- 
tions, as well political as ſcientific and mo- 
ral. But theſe are all wretched abortions : 
not one finiſnd performance is to be found 
among them; for they are not Add;ſons, 
Steels, and Cheſterffeldi, who: produce theſe 
Pieces: in a word, there is now no Speta- 
tor. It is true, England has ſtill her Cheſ- 
terfield, a genius as amiable and reſpecta- 
ble as perhaps ſhe has ever produced: but 
he has no longer any EY in 2 Craft: 
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Ar 


8 
_ — thc. 
* 


1 wy ISS. I ns id. An et a6 — — * i — 4 I 
> 


m This i is "the firt. time we ce e to have ſeen 
sir Robert quoted as. a great orator. We always 
thought, and have ſtill ſome reaſon to think, that the 
ſeat of his eloquence was 5 rathes in his e than 
kis tongue. 
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man, or any other periodical work. The 
Chronicle of the Kings of England, wrote 
in the ſcripture ſtyle, and in the name of 
Nathan Ben Saddi, was the laſt production 
of that great man, and you will allow that 
it is a perfect original. This illuſtrious 
author enjoys the pleaſures of life, of a 
great reputation, and the inexpreſſible ſa- 
tisfaction of ſeeing himſelf beloved by his 
country. I find in many ſtreets of London 
the ſign of My Lord Chefterfields Head: 
from whence we may infer, that fo remark- 
able a head muſt have * the hearts of 
the people, | 

Among the Engliſh philoſophers there i is 
now no Newton, Locke, or Clark; but 
theſe men of untivald genius have their 
diſciples, who follow their footſteps with 
great reputation : and in general, the ſpirit 
of philoſophy is largely diffuſed over this 
nation. The renownd Halley here profeſ- 
ſes the mathematics, and eſpecialy aſtrono- 
my, with great applaus. They promis to 


take me ſoon to his nn at Green- 
| wich, 
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wich, which they ſay is an admirable con- 
ſtruction of its kind. We were conducted, 
a ſhort time ſince, by one of our friends, 


to Sir Hans Sloanes, who is preſident of 


the roial ſociety, He receivd-us with the 
utmoſt politenes, and ſhewd us, - himſelf, 
his cabinet of natural curioſitys, his medals 


and antiquitys. I do not believe that there 


is in Europe a collection more complete, 
better choſen, and more precious, in their 


kinds, than this. The en it 


woud fill a large volume. 

1 have here alſo found, Sir, aniong - -the 
French refugees and their paſtors, many 
men of great ability, and amiable accom- 


pliſhments. Chance has brought me ac- 


quainted, among others, with an old friend 

. of yours, M. du Miſſy, a clergyman, and 
a a man of profound and various literature. 
He has publiſhd a fine edition of the works 
of Rabelais, with very curious and inftruc- 
tive notes, on that author ſo difficult to un- 
derſtand ; and who, in the midſt of his 
pleaſuntrys, | makes inceſſant alluſions to 
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anecdotes, to games, modes, and cuſtoms, 
of which wearenowalmoſtentirely ignorant. 


[ have likewiſe ſeen ſome charming pieces 


of M. du Miſſys poetry, and among others 

a cantata, calld Leander and Hero, in 
which he is nothing 2 to the admira- 
ble Rouſſeau. | 


As I know you are fond of theſe matters, | 
I am not fearful of wearying you by the 
length of my narration: and tho I were 
deſirous of contracting it, I coud not 


avoid mentioning to what a degree of per- 


fection mathematical inſtruments, eſpecialy | 
thoſe that relate to optics, aſtronomy, and 
navigation, are here made. It is neceſſary . 


to ſee the ſhops of theſe artiſts, in order to 


form a juſt idea. Both the refracting and re- 


flecting teleſcopes of England are not to be 
equald by all the world: and the French 


artiſts, tho in other matters very ſkilful, 


have never been able to divide their qua- 
drants to ſo great a degree of perfection as 


they do in London. Thoſe of which M. 
Maupertuis Wu uſe in his obſervations at 
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the pole, and M. Condamine at the equa- 
tor, for determining the figur of the earth, 
and M. Lalande for meaſuring the parallax 
of the moon, were made in London. 


Theſe extraordinary inſtruments are indeed 


of a very great price, but they are alſo of 
an accuracy that exceeds all imagination. 
At another opportunity, I ſhall write ts 
baron von Knobelſtorff an account of the 
polite arts in this country. I- have now 
completely flld up my preſent leiſur.— 


Adieu, my dear friend : may you continue 


to enjoy perfect health, and ſufficient lei- 


ſure, ſoon to produce ſome new work for 


the emolument of mankind, 
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To Basen von d Knobellbrtf, Intend⸗ 10 
ant- General of the rolal aer 
at Berlin. 5 e 


18 8 £555 
i 14 { : 


als ku March 1 10, ade 


| HAVE po to- the captain of the | 

ſhip, who is ready to ſail for Hamburg. 
a parcel that contains all the deſigns in, ar- 
chitecture of the. celebrated Inigo Jones, 
which you deſired 1 woud ſend you. 5 

| have directed it to M. von Deſtinong, re- 
ſident for the king, in the circle of Low- 
er Saxony: and I doubt not but he will 
take all poſſible care in conveying 1 it to vou 
You will there find deſigns: that are highly | 
magnificent, and ideas that are at once ne] 
and brilliant: but you muſt not imagin, 
my dear friend, that. all theſe deſigns have . 
been executed, 2 ſuperb N for the 
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kings of England, the hen, the elevations 


and profiles of which adorn this work, have 


never exiſted but in the imagination of the 
architect. There has been only one part 
of it, which they call the banquetting hous, 


that has been erected; and which by its 
excellence makes us regret the reſt: for I 
have never ſeen a building more regularly 
beautiful, on this ſide the Alps. In the 
mean time, the kings of Great- Britain are 


lodged i in St. Jameſis palace, like invalids, 


and the invalids of the army and navy, at 

Chelſea and Greenwich, like kings. Theſe 
laſt buildings are grand and ſpacious; per- 
haps they are rather too magnificent, for by 
their exterior decorations they have more 


the appearance of palaces than hoſpitals. 
L entreat, my dear friend, that you will 


give me your opinion of the deſigns of Ini- 


go Jones; ; for I know of no one ſo well 


qualifyd to Judge of theſe matters. What 


do you think, in particular, of his plans 


for the roial palace? Tho the front is beau- 


tiful and majeſtic, yet what 1 admire the 
moſt, 
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moſt, are the two courts, the one ſur- 
rounded by a colonnade, and the other by 
a gallery ſupported by terms and caryatides. 
This appears to me to be a chef dure of 


the imagination; and I have met with no- 


thing in all the books on architecture, from 
Vitruius to the preſent day, that is more 
completely excellent. Columns, terms, 
baluſtrades, proportions, diſpoſitions, all 
beautiful and ſvelte. Inigo Jones was the 
Palladio of England: and if this palace | 
had been executed, it woud have reflected 5 


infinit honor on this opulent nation: 


1 ſaw, in my firſt journey to England, 5 5 


the famous caſtle of Blenheim near Oxford. 


This is a monument that the nation has 
erected to eterniſe the memory of the batle 
of Hockſtet or Blenheim, and was given as 
an acknowledgment to the duke of Marl- 
borough, who was the commander in chief 
for the Engliſh on thar day. This building 
has been ſeverely cenſured, and I agree 


chat it is not entirely exempt from rational 
F 2 cenſure, 
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cenſure, as it is too much loaded with co- 
lumns, and other heavy ornaments., But 
if we conſider, that Sir John Vanbrugh was 
to conſtruct a building of endles duration, 
that no bounds were ſet to the expens, and 
that an edifice was required which ſhoud 
ſtrike with awe and ſurpriſe, even at a diſ- 
tance; the architect may be excuſed for 
having ſacrificed, in ſome degree, the ele- 
gance of deſign to the multiplicity and 
magnificence of ornament. All the ſeye- 
ral parts are moreover exactly calculated, 
all the rules of the art are well. obſervd, 
and this immens fabric reminds us, on the 
firſt glance, of the majeſty and ſtate of thoſe 
of Greece and antient Rome. When we 

| behold it at a diſtance, it appears not as a 
ſingle palace, but as an entire city. We 
arrive at it by a ſtately bridge of a ſingle 
arch, and which is itſelf a maſter- piece of 
architecture. I have contracted a very in- 
timate friendſhip with the ſon of Sir John 
n who has 8 obtaind a com- 
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4 pany” in the foot guards, and: is a young 
gentleman of real merit. He has ſhown 
me, not only all the deſigns of his father, 


but alſo two houſes of his building, one 


near Whitehall, and the other at Green- 
wich. They are indeed mere, models, of 
houſes, but notwithſtanding their confined 
ſituation, there are every where traces of a 
maſter to be diſcoverd in the execution. 
The vulgar critic finds too many columns 
and ornaments; but the true connoiſſeur 


ſees that all theſe ornaments are accompa- 


nyd by utility, and that an inventive genius 
is viſible in every part. This architect was 


likewiſe author of ſeveral comedys, which 


are indeed wrote in a ſtyle that is rather 
licentious, but at the ſame time are reſplen- 
dent with wit and vivacity. So true it is, 
that genius is not confined to one ſubject, 


but wherever exerciſed, is equaly manifeſt. 5 


The ſon of this able artiſt inherits the ge- 
nius of his father; but as it is opportunity 
that makes a man famous, I doubt whe- 
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ther che war will enable him ſoon to acquire 
a name equaly celebrated . | 
Among the country houſes and the ſons 


of the nobility, which are ſpread all over 


England, there are many which are built 


in a noble taſte, and furniſhd with the ut- 
_ moſt elegance and grandeur, I have every 
where met either with antique ſtatues, 
buſts, and bas reliefs, or noble collections 


of paintings: not to mention the ſeven 
Cartoons of Raphael, which are in the 
gallery of Hampton- court, it is certain, 
that the riches of England have decoy 
from Italy, to uſe the expreſſion, its moſt 
beautiful productions in painting, and the 


moſt precious remains of the fculprure of 


the ancients. I am not ignorant that there 
are ſtill to be found in the gallery of Flo- 
rence, and in many gardens, convents, 


churches, and palaces of Rome, and other 
10 NE of W ſome {amor of 


is He was TY 3 at the 45 of Foanteney 


in 1746, and died on the glacis f Ath, whither he was 


carry the ſams night. - 
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the greateſt maſters of that nation; and per- 
haps about a dozen finiſhd ſtatues of antient 
Greece; as the Venus of Medicis, the Gla- 
diator, the Grecian Shepherdeſs, the Mi- 
lon of Croton, the Faun, '&c. which 1 in all 
probability will never be ſufferd to go out 
of Italy ; as theſe models are the moſt pow-. 
erful attractives to draw to that country, | 
not only the curious travellers of every na- 
tion, but the artiſts alſo, who go thither to 
make them their ſtudy ; beſide their utility 
in improving the taſte of the Italian ſtu- 
dents, and of animating: them with the ſpi Pi- 
nt of emulation, But all that coud be 
purchasd by money in Italy, the Englith 
have carryd off. It is even faid, that in 
the reign of Clement XI. they bought ſo 
large a quantity, that the magiſtrates of 
Rome thought themſelves obliged to inkorm 
the pope of it, and to deſire that his holi- 
nes woud for the futur prohibit the expor- f 
tation of thoſe matchles productions; but 
he anſwerd them, Laſciate fare, non ci pigli 
arano Faria. That pontif thought that the 
©4 1 
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perfection of the arts depends on the cl. 
mate and air. This opinion however does 
not appear to. me to bear the mark of in- 
fallibility. 5 
I ſaw in my firſt j journey, the ball room 
at York, which is a noble piece of architec- 
ture. The front, or rather the pediment, 
is admirably beautiful. The inſide of his 
ſpacious hall is decorated with two rows of 
inſulated pillars of the Corinthian order, 
between which benches are gradualy raisd, 
for the TpeRators ; ; fo that the midle of the 
hall is reſervd for the dancers: the diſtan- 
ces between the pillars are filld by the la- 
dys who are ſpectators, and the gentlemen 
walk in the ſpace between the colonnades 
and the walls; behind which are ſeveral 
rooms of different ſizes, where the compa- 
ny is provided wich refreſnments, and ſom- 
times collations. Tou will judge, Sir, 
how capacious this room muſt be, when 1 
tell you, that during the eight days the 
races laſted at Lork, , hers was every even- 


ing 


— 
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ing an aſſembly of 700 people of faſhion, 


and that they danced quite at their eaſe. 


In London the ridottos are held in the | 


opera hous; and M. Heidegger is the ma- 


nager. The floor of the pit is on this oc- 
caſion ratsd to a level with the ſtage, and 
and the whole forms a grand and beautiful 
ſaloon. There is alſo another leſſer room 
behind this, which is hung with a light 


blue damaſk, borderd with gold, and in a 


very elegant deſign. There are no win- 
dows to be feen, which produces a ſingular 
effect. The whole is ſplendidly illuminated, 
the muſic is good, and in different apart-, 


ments there are pyramids adornd with the 
gifts of Bacchus and Comus, to which eve- 


ry one is entitled, by paying a guinea at 
entrance. This M. Heidegger is a very 


extraordinary kind of man; and his hiſtory 


deſerves to be made known to the world. 

Born in the mountains of Switzerland, in 

the midſt of the utmoſt ſimplicity of man- 

ners, natur has given him the ſtrongeſt in- 

nn the get: taſte, and the apt . 
| . "0 
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106 L E TER XXXII. 
diſpoſition pollible, for the moſt refined. 
and brilliant pleaſures. He has brought 
vith him theſe happy talents into England; 
and what woud have ruind another man, 
has been to him the-ſouree of a ſplendid 
fortune. He may be ſaid to be the dicta- 

tor of the pleaſurs of the Engliſn nation; 
and this office has frequently brought him 

in five thouſand pounds ſterling per annum. 
It is he who undertakes the operas, the ri- 

dottos, and all the principal diverſions of 
London. He is extremely well receivd at 
court, and is perfectly intimate with the 
principal nobility. Being one night at 
_ ſupper where there was a very large com- 
© pany, the converſation turnd on the differ- 
ent excellencys of different nations, and a 
queſtion aroſe, M bat nation of Europe is maſt 
4 remarkable for wit ? The ſuffrages were di- 
vided between the Italians, - the French, 
and the Engliſh. After ſome debate, they 
aſkd M. Heidegger's opinion. He told 
them it was the Swifs, This occafiond a 
loud burſt of 1 but the old man 
went 
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| vent on thus: : 66 Gentlemen, here is my 0 
& proof; I am a Swiſs, and I came penty- 
« Jes into England, where I have had wit 

« enough to get five thouſand a year, and 
« what is more to ſpend it: now I defy 
any Engliſhman, of the greateſt: ability, 
« to go to Switzerland and do the ſame ; 
« from whence 1 conclud that the Swils | 
have more wit than the Engliſh.” This 
argument was allowd to be paſte; but a 
fingle inſtance is not to determin the cha- 
racter of a nation. If natur has given M. 
Heidegger great mental talents, ſhe has 
however in return deprived him of all per- 
fonal advantage, for his figur is hideouſly 
ugly. He is himſelf the firſt to laugh at 
his own deformity. Somtime ſince he wa- 
gerd a confiderable ſum with lord C heſter- : 
field, that the latter did not find in all 
London a more horrible viſage than that of 
the former. Judges were appointed; and 
after much time and pains ſpent in the pur- 
ſuit, my lord at laſt found an old woman 
ſo n ugly, that he _ him-, 
W * ; ſelf 
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ſelf "Ry of the bet. 10 ſhort, the partys 
were ſummond before the judges, and the 
wager was decided in favor of lord Cheſter- 
field. But M. Heidegger objected to this 
ſentence, and alledgd that the deciſion was 
not juſt, on account of the difference of 
dres ;- Let me, lays he, put on her cap, and 
let her put on my wig, and then ſee who is the 


moſt ug ly. 


field was finally ſentenced to pay the bet. 
This country has never produced any 
painter, ſculptor, graver, or muſician, no 
one profeſſor of any of the polite arts, of 
the firſt reputation “. Sir Godfrey Kneller, 


5 e e 
1 N L 0 P 


* 
* „* 


duced, beſide Inigo Jones, whom our author has ſo 
juſtly celebrated in the begining of this letter, ſeveral 


others, who have been deſervedly placed in the firſt 
ſuch as Purcell, Thornhill, -_ 
and Cibber the ſtatuary. Tho it muſt be-confesd at 
the ſame time, that their number is ſo ſmall, and 
their names fo licte known, as to make it very excuſe- 

able for a foreigner not to be acquainted with them. 
| <2 W 0 | It 


rank of polite artiſts; 


# 


To this the judges agreed, the 
experiment was made, and lord Cheſter- 


This is not ariaty true ; " for ens bas pro- | 


| 


— — - : N * — . —— - - 4 
renner re II FE e , ü , "I ———— — —— 
- Ti» -» on, FP N y x ” * * =. 9 N - T 7 1 7 7 V - 2 7 A Y * * 
? a <« : A 8. 2 3s . 7 e C 7 7 + 
\ V - > 


* 


LETTER, XXXIII. 109 


and ſo w was M. hinge, whom 1 haye men- 
gend 


* * * 
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of ſome utility, why this country, ſo prolific in all 
ſciences, has produced ſo few capital performers i in 


of genius, is manife& from the poetical produQtions 
of this nation, and from the neceſſary relation there 


to be this. The Engliſh artiſts, living amidſt a com- 
mercial people, where the grand object of every mans 
purſuit is wealth, and where the ſin that is not to be 
forgiven is poverty, they become infected with the 


—= elſwhere ſaid, very litle anxious about reputati- 

"Whereas the Italian and French artiſts place the 
ke happines of life in a brilliant fame, and ani- 
mated with an enthuſiaſtic ſpirit of emulation, labor 


inceſſantly, regardles of profit, in creating finiſhd 
productions in their ſeveral arts. Thus Roubilliac, | 


to give an inſtance that every one knows, , animated by 


the genuin ſpirit of an artiſt, has left behind him a 


number of chef d%*ceuvres; that will be the admiration 


and envy of ſucceeding ſculptors, for a long ſeries of . 
ages 3 : but he died not Ons" a FROG) g e bs 
WY 1 15 


It is certainly a queſtion of curiolity, nd may y de 
the polite arts ? That it does not proceed from want 


is between theſe and the fine arts. The caus ſeems 


general contagion, are in haſt to grow rich; and pro- 
vided they can turn their droſs into gold, are, as we 
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tiond | in a former letter. There is however 
at this time a graver that is highly admired 


and celebrated by this nation; this is Mr. 


Hogarth, who is the author of a great num- 
ber of prints that are in much requeſt, both 
here and in foreign countrys; ſuch as, the 
Rakes Progres, the Harlot's Progres, the 
Modern Midnight Converſation, and many 


others. It muſt be confesd that Mr. Ho- 


parth has an imagination whick is uncom- 


| monly fruitful, lively, and juft ; that there 
is great genius in his compoſitions, and a 


refſemblance of natur that 1s almoft inimi- 
table; 3 that rs deligns are Perfect, and his 
e 
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had he been content with r a 1 of un- 
finiſhd works, he might eafily have left behind him 
the fortune of a miniſterial plunderer——to be enjoyd 
by thoſe for whom he litle cared, and who, when they 
had once got poſſeſſion of his wealth, it is like woud 


| have cared fill leſs for him, May we not hope, 


however, that by the e of a Roial Academy, 
an inſtitution worthy of a Brixiſh monarch, our artiſts 
may hereafter be animated by ſome fpirit of emulati- 


on, and not totally directed by chat dull principle we 


" firſt mentiond ? | : : 
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engraving: ſufficiently | accurate; and conſe. 
quently that his prints merit great approba- 


tion. But his choice of ſubjects, and man- 


ner of treating them, I find rather diſagree- 
able. He frequently repreſents objects that 


are hideous or diſguſtful, and from which 
a ſpectator of any delicacy muſt turn his 
fight. Such, for example, is the repre- 
ſentation of a mad hous; and the apart- 
ment where the -pupils of the faculty of 


Montpelier exerciſe, under the auſpices of 
the god Mercury, the art of curing ſhame- 


ful diſeaſes, &c. It appears to me, to be 
diſgracing the polite arts, to employ them 
in repreſenting ſuch objects. I think I have 
elſwhere ſaid, that the more an artiſt Poſſeſ- | 


ſes the talent of repreſenting natur to per- 
fection, the more cautious he ought to be, 


how he repreſents ſuch objects as are dif 
guſtful to a ſenſible mind. A Marſias, for 
example, flayd by Apollo; a martyr in the 


the gridiron; are objects highly ſhocking, 
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and ſuch as ought never to be repreſented. 
The fine arts were deſignd to promote our 
pleaſures: : it is. the buſines of morality and 
religion to correct our manners, and ani- 


mate our devotion. 
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To the Privy Counſellor Jordan, 
at n 8 


4 


2 March 26, ner. | 


A 
MONG 8 T us, 7 pooling of 
phyſic, to encourage their diſciples 
to ho ſtudy of the Galenic art, are wont 
to ſay, Dat Galenus opes, and in fat they 


are in the right; for in Germany the ſons. 
of Hypocrates and Galen are alone Well 


paid. The proteſtant divine enjoys a very 


moderate incom, and has no proſpect of 
advancement. The lawyer is obliged to 


damn himſelf daily for a ſubſiſtence; and 
the philoſopher dies of hunger, while he is 
pointing out to others the road that leads 
to happines. It is not ſo in England: the 
moſt enlightend path is not the leaſt fortu- 


nate; here every talent has its reward. 


1 he eee may becom dean, biſhop, 


and ö 
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114 LET F E R XXXIII. 
and archbihop; the lawyer judge, Wer 
judge, and chancellor. The philoſopher 
is here preferd to the firſt employments of 
the ſtate; or if he do not attain that, or do 
not aſpire to it, he finds the means of en- 
riching himſelf by printing his works. — 
They aſſure me that Dr. Middleton has ac- 
quired a very handſom fortune by one work 
only, which i is the life of Cicero. This is 
a great encouragement to learning, and we 
therefore ſee here a number of young peo- 
ple apply thetnſelves to letters. Philoſophy 
in general is the favourit ſtudy of the Eng- 
lim: and there are here philoſophers of 
every complexion. and partiſans of every 
ſyſtem. The Newtonians are the predo- 
minant, but they allow a toleration. Among 


this crowd of philoſophers, I have met with 


ſome who feem to be of no particular ſect, 
but to pride themſelves in thinking diffe- 
rently from all the reſt of mankind, and 
in continualy contradicting the moſt obvi- 
ous and moſt univerſaly receivd opinions. 
Theſe are the real inventors of pa 
One 


LETTER XXXIII. ns 
One of them attackd me the other day at : 


Slaughters coffee hous, and ſaid, „Sir, T 
will prove to you, as clear as two and 
two make four, that a ſet of people who 


« are mere barbarians are infinitly more 
% happy and more reſpectable, than any 


e civiliſed ſociety whatever; that the arts 
« the ſciences, and commerce, have only 


* made, and will only continue to make 
* mankind miſerable: and that the ſtate 
« of pure natur is the only ſtate we ought . 
< to with for; and for ſuch and fuch rea - 


« ſons-?” and he then deluged me with a 


torrent of ſophiſms, and hurryd me away, 
to an immeaſurable diſtance from the truth. 


rd kim for a long time; but at laſt 
my patience was exhauſted, and 1 faid, 


« Sir, give me leave to argue as you. have 
« done, and J will prove, as clear as two | 
an nake four, that a tertian ague 
« is für preferable to health.” My philo- 
ſopher ſeemd ſurpriſed, Enit his large eye- 


brows, and aſkd me, what I found: wrong 


or r defedtive i in his argument At the mo 
ment 
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ment I was going. to reply, a pedlar came 
in and offerd his wares, of hom the philo- 
ſopher made a purchaſe with which he was 
highly pleasd; as ſoon as the firſt emotions 
of his joy were en [ ere" in my diſ- 
cours thus. ö 5 
he heterodox thefs that you have ad- 
33 Sir, you have endeavourd to ſup- 
port by vague ſpeculations, by abſtract 
reaſonings, and particular inſtances, which 
do not affect the general argument, and 
which are even in themſelves not applicable 
to the point; but you conſtantly refuſe to 
conſult natur, and to examin into the real 
| propertys and paſtions of the mind of man. 
We have within us an inherent, quality, a | 
kind of innate paſſion, which. is a diſguſt for 
uniformity, and an inclination to variety,, It 
is of the very eſſence of human natur to 
becom tired with conſtantly beholding, or 
enjoying, the ſame object, or with a repe- 
tition of the ſame actions, when they are 
not abſolutely neceſſary to our exiſtence, 


as cating, drinking, Deeping &c... = Even 
in 
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in many of theſe natural wants, uniformity, 


becoms inſupportable; : and the more ſenſi 


* 


bility a man is endowed with, the more 
ſubject he is to diſguſt z this diſguſt more- 
over is a gnawing worm that never quits 
him, and which certainly cannot contribute 
to the happines of his He... 
The experience of all ages confirms what. 
philoſophy has diſcoverd. Fi igur to your- 


444 


ſelf a paradiſe as delightful. as it is poſſible 


for the i Imagination to gonceive, and there 
place our firſt parents in their primitive 
ſtate, and ſee. if they can long remain there. 
It was not ſaid without reaſon, hat no love 
can laſt forever; for by conſtantly behold- 5 
ing, the moſt beautiful woman becoms in- 


ſipid. Even thoſe aliments we eſteem the 


moſt delicious are renderd taſteles by long 
continuance; we cannot every day eat Par- 


tridge. Make the ſame man. continualy 
attend the ſame opera, the ſame comedy or 


tragedy, and how excellent ſoever they. - 
may be, you . will ſoon tire him to death. „ 
It is s the lame of the pleaſures of. the. mind. 


A coun- 


— — 
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A country life, which has ſo many charts, 
muſt be varyd by ſtudy, by diverſion, by 


The dull moraliſts, and the enthuſiaſtic 
poets, have painted a paſtoral life, as of 


ſociety, ,or intervals of a town life, It 
| woud even be altogether inſupportable 
4 without the variety of ſeaſons the ſum- 
lk mer, beauriful and agreeable as it is, makes 
[ us wiſh for autumn, winter, and ſpring. 
| This continual ſucceſſion of ſeaſons the be- 
5 neficent author of natur gives, in ſome 
1 
5 meaſur, even to thoſe who inhabit the equa- 
vj torial regions, where the rainy ſeaſons di- 
1 verſify the ſcorching climate. 
„ 

[ 
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bl all others the moſt delicious and moſt de- 

4 fireable. But poetry ſeems deſignd con- 

4 ſtantly to deceive us, for when philoſophy 

1 is made to ſpeak by the harp of Apollo, it 

4 almoſt always errs. This paſtoral life, 5 
. which in fact approaches the neareſt to the 

4 ſtate of natur, is the moſt inſipid and the 

leaſt happy, that it is poſſible to imagin. f 
} Ie is of all others the moſt weariſom, to a 
g thinking being. That man muſt he much 
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in 464 with Cnfuality; loch, and i ignorance, 
who can content. himſelf with a mere ani- 
mal enjoyment, and the brutal propagation 
of his ſpecies; which woud be our ſtate, 


from the arts and ſciences,” k an op- 
preſive uniformity. | 


vages are the moſt happy of mortals; and 
conſequently the more ſavage, the more 
happy. But what are theſe ſavages? what 


They are a ſort of automata, that are born, 
grow, and in a ſlovenly manner produce 


without having enjoyd any one real pleaſur 
in life, without hope, without fame, or 


even the leaft proſpect of futur glory. A 75 


very extraordinary happines this! 

No, Sir, they were much better philoſo- 
phers than you imagin, and underſtood 
right well the natur of man, who multiply. 
bis 
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were we diveſted of the aſſiſtance we receive 


According to your F Sie, al 955 


part do they act upon the earth? Look 
about you; they are before your eyes. 5 


their offspring; or at moſt their employ- 
ment is war. They eat, fight, and die, 
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his wants. 
are only happy in proportion to the num- 


ber and diverſity of their wants, and the 
means of ſupplying thoſe wants. You here 
ſee, in a few words, how much the intro- 
duction of arts and ſciences have contributed | 
to divert our ſatiety, and with how many 
real advantages 9 are conſtantiy at- 


tended. . 5 


Our ideas of God and tur have ap- 


Proachd much nearer perfection, ſince the 


invention of the arts of writing and print- 


ing. Man is not now confined in conſider- 
ing theſe important ſubjects, and all other 


that ſurround him, merely to his own re- 


flexions and experience: he is aided by 


writings on theſe ſubjects, which contain 
all the ideas of his predeceſſors; ſo that we 


now have, as it were, condenſed in one li- 


brary, not the underſtanding of one man, 
or of one age only, but of all ages, and of 
the whole race of mankind; 3 A ſucceſſion 


of reflexions from the begining of | time to 
1 91 ee 
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For a man, a ſociety, a nation, 
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this day ; 3 and we may commence where 
they have ended. | | 


Beſide, each Knowledge, each art bet | 
we acquire, increaſes our pleaſurs, and 


conſequently our happines. Me derive a 
ſatisfaction incomparably greater from 
each object that we underſtand, than does 
the ignorant man. A painter enjoys a 
thouſand times more pleaſur in contem- 
plating a picture of, Raphael or Rubens, 
than one who is quite ignorant of that art; 
and the, charms of muſic ſtrike thoſe far 
more ſenſibly, who hear with their under- 
ſtandings, than they who hear with their 
ears only. It is the ſame of all the arts 


1 


* 


and all the ſciences: : we muſt underſtand . 


them to judge of them. True beauty 1s 
never diſcernable by an ignorant man or a 
| ſavage.” The ſavage therefore has much 


fewer pleaſurs, a much ſmaller proportion 


of the general ſum of happines: and as the 
arts and ſciences are very numerous, and 
continualy increaſing, the pleaſurs and hap- 
pines of a learned man, and of a civiliſed 


— 
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people, are likewiſe continualy incredling, 
and are capable of being augmented to in- 
finity. For our wants beget arts and ſci- 
ences, and arts and ſciences our wants; 
and by this perpetual action and re- action 
the world is maintaind, and the felicity of 
mankind eftabliſhd, _ 
I know, indeed, that every thing has a 
wrong and a right ſide, and that there have 
always been philoſophers, or ſuch as have 
calld themſelves by that title, who have ex- 
aggerated the inconveniences that ſomtimes 
attend the arts and ſciences, and have en- 
deavourd to diſplay their wit at the expens 
of reaſon, by an arrangement of pompous 
ſophiſms, renderd plauſible by an alluring 
- ſtyle. But if you ſhall think proper, Sir, 


carefully to examin their writings, you find 


that they are c continualy at variance with 
common ſens; and you will, be finaly con- | 
vinced, that where the arts and ſciences are 
introdueed, they are attended by,the moſt 
extenſive and ſolid adyantages, and Lic 
moſt rrifling inconveniences, to mankind. 

| a 


— 
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At theſe laſt words my philoſopher ſhook | 
his head, and told me that he was going 
home to his ſtudy, that he woud think of 
what I had ſaid, and return tomorrow, pro- 
vided with numberles arguments, to con- 
fute all T had advanced: and in fact he de- 5 
parted. immediately, N 
A love of novelty, my dear friend, 2 . 
ſire to appear ſingular, extraordinary, to 
think in a different manner, and more pro- 
foundly than the reſt of mankind, is doubt- 
les the origin of theſe paradoxes. But were - 
I a legiſlator, I ſhoud ſhow them but litle 
reſpect. If a philoſopher think differently 
from the reſt of mankind in matters of ſpe- 
culation, it is of litle conſequence. But 
when a man broaches a doctrin ſo contrarß 
to the happines of ſociety, that the ts. - 
ing it woud produce the moſt pernicious 


evils, it is 3 nen to W 1 A 
profound fi 


embrace you moſt debe. aa 
have 185 honor to be, K t 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
by To the mw at Berlin. 


| London fen 3. 7 74 I. 
My DEAR FrrenD, 


i philoſopher is 8 he even 
came to my chamber to finiſh our 
diſpute ; ; and I think I ſhoud tell you in 
what manner it ended. 
He began by aſſerting, that i in \ all hich 
J had yeſterday adyanced, I had begd the 
- queſtion: he then went on to ſhow, with 
great flow of eloquence, that the Creator 
' appeard to have formd man for the ſtate of 
natur, and not for ſociety; and that he 
woud never have contracted a diſguſt for 
uniformity and an inclination to variety, if 
he had not quitted his primitive and natu- 
ral ſtate, for one puta 1s unnatural, and of 
which 


LETTER XXXIV. 1293: 
which diſguſt is a neceſſary conſequence. 
All our modes of thinking, and all our paſ- 
ſions, he ſaid, were the mere effects of 

education; and that if the ſociety in which 
we live with other human beings, was at- 
tended with ſome trifling advantages, the 
ſtate of natur woud afford us others that 
are important, and which woud make us 
ample amends for the want of the former: 
ſuch as health, the increas of bodily ; 
ſtrength, &c. I muſt confes to you, Sir, 
that I was at firſt dazzled by his ſpecious 
ſophiſms ; but after a ſhort reflection, I 
gave him what appeard to me to be a full 
anſwer; and of which I ſhall gon ue, A 
ſhort account. 5 

It does not appear, 1 ſaid, to be by any ; 
means proved, that we derive from educa- 
tion our diſguſt for uniformity and love of 
variety, In this argument itſelf, the queſ- 
tion ſeems to be begd. When we inquire 
into the natur of the human mind, we find 
that we are born with a natural and invin- 
cible deſire of knowledge, and of continu- | 
G '3 


aly increaſing that knowledge. Now this 
deſire cannot be gratifyd, if a continued 
ſeries of new ideas is not preſented to the 
mind. The ſavage, who lives in the rude 
ſtate of natur, is liable to diſguſt, equaly 
with the ſhepherd, the villager, the citi- 
zen, and the courtier. The wild man who 
was caught ſome years ſince in the foreſt of 
Hamelen, and who was tamed and learnt 
to ſpeak, felt as much diſguſt in his den 
and in the woods, as he felt perhaps after- 
ward, Every kind of education, that of 
the peaſant and that of the prince, produces 
the ſame effect; fatiety is equaly attachd 
to every ſtate, if the variety and novelty * | 
objects do not divert it. 
Beſide, it is not poſſible to conceive of a 
a ſtate of natur, in which a man can live 
abſolutely deſolate. Mere inſtinct will 
prompt him to feek a. companion; they 
will produce children, whom they will at 
leaſt nouriſh like other animals: here you 
have a family, and the begining of ſociety; 
and one ſociety mw another, the moſt po- 
lind 
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liſhd is: conſtantly the beſt. Even the for- 
mation of civiliſed ſociety, whichariſesfrom - 
a natural concatenation of events, appears 


to me, to prove ſufficiently, that man was 


deſtind to it by the Creator, and that ſoct- 
ety is neceſſary in the beſt w⁰ ret. 
It appears to me, moreover, very far 
from being true, that man woud acquire a 
greater ſtrength of body in the ſtate of na- 
tur, than in ſociety: experience, 1 think, 
proves the contrary. All ſavages that have 
been hitherto diſcoverd, all the Americans 
who are the moſt unciviliſed, as well as our 
herdſmen, and the inhabitants of the foreſts, 
are they more vigorous than were the an- 
cient Romans, or than are our diſciplined 
ſoldiers, our grooms, our porters, and la- 
borers? The contrary is manifeſtly true. 
The very formation of our bones and muſ- 
cles proves, that we are not capable of ac- 
quiring a much greater degree of force; and 
even ſuppoſing we coud ſomwhat increas it, 
woud that alone be able to procure us ſecu- 
rity and enjoyment, the mere neceſſarys or 
; G4 con- 


m8 DE TT © & XXIV 
conveniencys of life? Shoud we be a match 
for the voracious animals that woud ſoon 
attack us? or woud the fiery hors, the bull, 
and other animals that ſurround us, and 

whom we have now learnt to tame, have : 
| ſubmitted to mere force? How large a pro- 
portion of the earth muſt be abandond to 
the beaſts of prey, did not INNS _ in 


ſociety ! 
Or ſuppoſe we were able to break off *.q 


bjunc hes of a tree, or tear it up by the root, 
by mere ſtrength, where woud be the migh- 
ty advantage, when we. are now able to do 
the ſame by an eaſy art? Shoud we in the 
ſtate of natur be able to ſecure our dwell- 
ling from the raging lyon, or bring doun 
the towering bird from the airy regions, 

and, make him ſerve for our ſubſiſtence ? 
Again, in the ſtare of mere natur, the 
man who poſſesd the · moſt craft and vio- 
lence woud be the moſt happy, ſeeing he | 
woud make all others his prey, as is now 
the caſe among the moſt ſavage animals. 
And can this be à very deſireable ſtate ? 
g N Can 


— 
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Can you imagin, Sir, that all the various 
vegetables that grow around us were cre- 
ated to no purpoſe ? ? Surely not; natur 
does nothing in vain ; and theſe were doubt- 
les intended for our emolument. Now if 
men were to live deſolate, and not to com- 
municate their knowledge to each other, 
how ſhoud they learn the virtues of each 


vegetable? 


The moſt perfect ſtate, moreover, is cer- ; 
tainly not that in which man refrains from 


every enjoyment. - Read the Mondain of 


M. Voltaire. You will find in that charm- 
ing piece, Sir, under-the-maſk of an inge- 


nious raillery, more truth and philoſophy 


than you may imagin. The very word 
ſociety, implys mutual aſſiſtance, defence, 


preſervation, and the im ene of pen 
ſur and happines. 

It woud be trifling, Sir, t to object here, 
the example of ſome ſavage people, who 
defend themſelves againſt voracious ani- 
mals, and procure the mere neceſſarys of 
life. I have juſt now ſaid, that ſuch men 


n f already 


HJ 


22 


— — ——— Uk 
- . _ = — f 
* OY : ee 


1 ( 
il 
1 
\ 7 
n 1 
. \ 
10 . 
$ 1 
HY 
17 
N. N 
[ 
N 
1 


130 LETTER XXXIV. 


* 1 
1 
11 79 
- 
bu ? . - 
» 1 þ 
» 
* 0 - 
4 1 
1 i 
=> \ ; 
4 11 
* $*% * 
_ 
l  * 2 " 
0 b [LS - , 
_— % 
% _ * ” 
* * 5 
| Mi * 
' ; * 
D 
4 * 
1 
1 5 
1 
3 , 
þ . 
4 
* 
| 8 
(NT - 
14 
TRE ad 
\4*'$ - 
= £1] $ 
= - 
TT 
1 (1 £ 
4 N 1 
o 1 1 
++ Shi 
: 14 | 
« 2 1 : 
+21 : 
4 2 \ 
[ * 
4 14 
Ly I * 
i 1 
1 - 
2 
o : N * 
1 
1 
4 0 
\ % 
i. C 
f d . N * 
_ 
.H 
\ 7. * 
Ti & 
- ty 
1 
1 
F : - 
i 1 
£ "+ 4 
. ws 
* . 
4 
fa 3 
* 17 
| — 
_ 
* "Is - 
My 5 * 
. 4 
* 4 $3 
of n 
bi 
SIE. 
4 J. 
. 5 
2 . 
7 
: * 
17 4 
, 0 . 
TO 
RY 
N | — 
I 
e 
1 "= - 
. 
+43 
EY : 
$:% 
. 4 
- vr 
7 
$ * 
. $8 
+ $8879 
4,8 
en 
2 1 
1.x 
» [4 * 
I „ 1 
: 1 
4 . 
1 
74 17Y 
" J * 19 
3. 
— * 
A 
4% 
=} 
\ 4 1-2 
1 
1 % 
N N.. a 2 
* uy $34 5 
14M 
1 148 1 
"YA 
+ 
1 
1 9 % 
p, ++ 
4 
1 
n 
4 N & 4 
* TH 
» ”H 
1 13 
| 25 
" . . 7 
p 43 
Lt. . 4 
is 
xs 4 8 
WH 
4 T7: 4 
4 
„7 
14 
11 
1:4 
1 
1 
. 
- * 
— 
, £ 
L 
1 
4 A! * 
jt 
1 | 
N 31 
D 
+11 p 
: } 
[1 
. 
41 
«by p 
I 
14 


— 

— 
—— 4. 
— — 


already live in ſociety: they have among 


them a common language, and conditions, 


either tacit or expresd, by which their ſo- 
ciety ſubſiſts; and when they have once 
got ſo far, it muſt be mere ſtupidity not to 
prefer that ſociety which is the moſt poliſhd 


and moſt firmly eſtabliſhd, What utility, 


what convenience, what pleaſur, do not 


the arts and ſciences diffuſe oer human life? 


The natural ferocity of man is reclaimd, 
his morals are improved, and by making 


more uſe of the facultys of the mind, than 


the body, he recedes the further from the 
qualitys of the brute, to approach nearer 
to the perfections of his Creator. 

In a word, take away man, that is ſkil- 


ful, induſtrious man, and all natur woud 
foon becom ſavage: the Creator has there 


by ſhown, that the exiſtence of mankind 
in civiliſed ſociety, enters neceſſarily into 
the plan of creation, as well as into the 


economy of Providence, All uncultivated 


countrys are evident proofs of this truth. 


parents, from whence large familys woud 
ariſe, and theſe familys neceſſarily uniting, 
woud form ſocietys. Now a ſociety with- 
out laws, order, arts and ſciences, woud 
be worſe than a troop of wolves, or other 
ſavage animals. For whoever is acquaint- 


ed with the diſpoſition of man, mult agree 
that he is by natur wicked and voracious, 


prone likewiſe to increas in his depravity, 


and woud proceed to the molt horrible ex- 
ces, were he conſtantly to continue in that 


ſtate; for it is only by the arts, ſciences, 


commerce, and their attendants, that man 


becoms poliſhd and fociable. Mankind, 


moreover, are not born like thoſe animals 


who are capable from their infancy of pro- 
viding for themſelves, but in a ſtate of per- 


fect imbecility, and abandond to the care 
of thoſe that produce them. Theſe cares 


G 6 „ inſpire 
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It is likewiſe manifeſt, that population 
can be but badly ſupported in a deſolate 
ſtate: and moreover, if theſe men living in 
the ſtate of natur ſhoud beget many chil- 
dren, they woud need the aſſiſtance of their 
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. Inſpire them with acknowledgment, EY 
ment, and affe&ion ;' from whence ariſes 
the principle of all foctery. Why, there- 
be Sir, woud you magnify a ſtate, 'which 
is in no ſens natural, tho you give it that 
name? Much rather ſay, that the natural 
ſtate of man is in ſociety, and that ſociety 
requires order, laws, ſciences, and arts. 

One word more. On a near examinati- 
on of the natur of man, we find that the 
cultivation of his mind is deſtind to be his 
principal employment. He has certain fa- 
cultys more than have other animals, and 
theſe facultys have their end. It woud be 

ridiculous to attempt to deny. what our 
eyes and our ears daily prove; or to tor- 
ture our imaginations to produce glaring, 

empty ſophiſms to prove the contrary. * 

Nou, is it poſſible to effect this cultiva- 
tion, to good purpos, out of ſociety? Pur- 

ſue, I entreat you, Sir, this reflexion in 
your own mind; for it woud be much too 
tedious for me here fully to explain it.— 

Perhaps you may at this inſtant receive ſome 
| infor- 
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information and im provement from ſociety: 
if ſo, that is che * proof in favor of 

To concludethis argument: han it aper : 


bees clearly proved, even by theoretic phi · 
loſophy, that we are not intended for ano- - 


ther life, for a more permanent, more per- 


fect and important ſtate, than what we now 
enjoy? I know not of any philofopher who 
has been bold enough poſitively to aſſert 
the contrary. The light of reaſon, it is 
true, does not afford the leaſt certainty of 
a futur ſtate. But there appears to me to 


be at leaſt fifty degrees of probability for iſ 


it, for. one Sons is n! * And why 


— * — 


8 08 wunder wicht have added ; that all the futur 
events of this life, about which we are ſo very anxious, 
depend altogether on probability; and that the preſent Wh 
value of every futur event, ariſes from its importance 
multiplyd into the degree of its probability; and con- 
ſequently, that ſo important an object as a futur exiſe 
tence, even. tho- its degree of probability were very 
ſmall, muſt neceſſarily appear, to every rational . Th 
28 a. matter of the higheſt concern. 
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I 


can ſay that the culture, the melioration of 
the mind in the preſent exiſtence, will not 
prepare it for a greater degree of happines 
in a futur ſtate? And coud this poſſibly 
take place if we were to reduce durſelves to 
the mere animal ſtate of natur? This laſt 


argument I confes to be conjectute: I offer 


it only as ſuch; but my former arguments, 
Sir, _ to me to be corny RE 
tive. 

On this my philoſopher began to 2 
and ſeemd to treat my arguments with con- 
tempt. I much doubt whether I have 
convinced him; for it is no eaſy matter to 
make a philoſopher change his maxims im- 


mediately. He aſkd me if I coud make 


him any punch, which is a curious ſort of 
liquor, compounded of various ingredients 
that are brought from the four quarters of 
the world. He drank his punch with great 
contentation, went his wy and I have ſeen 
him no more. 

Believe me, my dear friend, there is not 
one of theſe ſpeculative reafoners who coud 

4s 2 . bear 
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bear to live a ſingle week in that pure ſtate 
of natur which they ſo highly vaunt. Every 


one of them is continualy racking his mind 
to increas the ſphere of his knowledge, and 
to acquire a gaudy fame by propagating . 
paradoxes in ſociety, and even in that re- 
public of letters which they affect to decry. 
For my own part, I have a kind of antipa- 


thy to thoſe, who woud reduce man to a 
ſtate ſo wretched, that he coud not even 


In this hope, my dear friend, 1 highly 
loe, when I reflect that it may not be 


indu 
long before our fortune may ſuffer us again 


| to live together; for no man is with great⸗ 
er affection and fincerity, your, e. 
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To Baron von K, at Berlin. 


ay 1 Mar 18, 1741. 


15 moſt dear and worthy Friend, 


HAVE not yet accuſtomd myſelf to the FP 
reading of ſuch Engliſh books as are 


a the mere produce of the imagination, and 


which may be comprehended under the 


general title of works of taſte : perhaps I 


may come to them in time. I began. the 
other day, that of Pamela, but I own, to 
my ſhame, that I was not able to go 
through with it. This romance of M. 


Richardſon is, notwithſtanding, very well 
receivd, both here and in moſt other coun- 


trys, eſpecialy i in France. I have ſeen a 


letter wrote in its commendation by a man 
of genius in Paris, which concludes with 
theſe words, Pamela 10 10 be read by the 


heart, 
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heart, and not by the bead. Tho this read-- 
ing by the heart does not convey a very 
clear idea, yet we underſtand well enough 

' what the author woud expres by that diſ- 
tinction. But as every ones heart is not 
equaly ſenſible, I find that mine languiſhes, 
when my mind is jaded. - The plan of this 
novel appears indeed to be well enough . 
laid, and the events-are in themſelves inte- 
reſting. But the manner of conducting the 
plot, and of repreſenting the objects in the 
narration, want both concjfion and. ſpirit. 
The ſtory is not amplifyd by incidents and 
reflexions that are ingenious and brilliant, 
but it is protracted, enfeebled, emaciated, 
by a preciſe trifling examination of all the 
minute folds of the human heart. It is a 
kind of anatomy that becoms diſguſting. 
There is a certain art in leaving to the 
reader the pleaſur, founded on ſelf opinion, 
of making diſcoverys, and of filling up, 
by his own ideas, thoſe ſpaces, which a ye 
dicious author will deſignedly leave empty. - 


This manner of my romances, more 
over 


— 
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no ſee one ſtory make eight, nine, or ten 
volums: but this method is calculated 


more for the. bookſeller than the reader, 
who will ſoon have a numerous library of 


romances only, if the taſte continues. As 
writings of this ſort have been conſtantly 
intended for the uſe of the race of idlers, 
if they continue to multiply in this manner, 


we muſt ſuppoſe that the love of diſſipation 


in England is exceſſive: which n is not 
the caſe. 

The eritics have made many inquirys 
into the origin of romance; but I find 
none of them more learned and judicious, 


than the diſſertation which the celebrated 


M. Huet has placed before the Zaidy of 
M. Segrais. This very learned man ſays, 
indeed, at the begining of his diſcours, I 
am without books, and have at preſent 
my head filld with other matters; and I 


c know with how much embarraſment this 


<« inquiry is attended.” There appears, 
however, ſo much ingenuity, judgment, 
1 7 N | BI and 


— 
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that one woud have ſuppoſed his mind 


quite diſengaged; and if he were not in 


the midſt of a library, he muſt have had 
one in his head. He aſſures us with rea- 
ſon, c that it is not in Provehce or in Spain, 
« as many have imagind, that we are to 
« Jook for the origin of romance, but that. 
« we mult fearch it in a more diſtant _ 


try, and in the moſt remote antiquity.” 
It is indeed a very common error, to 


repreſent mankind in different countrys and 
ages, ſo different from each other, I ſpeak, 
Sir, of civiliſed nations only ; for the mere 
ſavage. is out of the queſtion. - Among the 


former there have been in all ages idle 


men, and witty women, who muſt have 


been pleasd with theſe ſports of the imagi- - 
nation, and it was for them that romances 


and erudition, in the ſequel of his diſcours, 


* — 


were invented. From the firſt invention 


of writing, there are to be found romances 


under various forms. M. Huet ſays, 
that fictions and parables; which were 


> regarded as Profane by the ancient inha- 
935 | 0 bitants 


* 
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pe: bitants of Aſia, were ſanctifyd in Syria; | 


4 and that the holy authors, adapting their 


& writings to the temper of the Jews, made 
< uſe of them to expres the inſpirations 


they receivd from Heaven.“ In fact, 


the book of Ruth the Moabite, the book 


of Job, the Song of Songs, and ſeveral 


other of the holy books, are in ſome ſort 
of the natur of a romance, by the manner 


in which they repreſent their objects. The 
Orientals in general are, indeed, much ac- 
cuſtomd to parables, allegorys, and other 
like figurative modes of expreſſion. 
All the ſtorys of the loves of the gods 
and demygods of ancient paganiſm, and 
what is comprehended under the name of 
fable, are nothing els than real romances, 


either in proſe or vers; for an epic poem 


is in fact a romance in vers, and a regular 
romance a kind of poem in proſe. The 
Jeruſalem Deliverd of Taſſo, and the Te- 
lemachus of Fenelon, are remarkable 


Proofs of the truth of this propoſition. 


The 
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in which the veracity of facts is enlivend 
by the acceſſary ornaments. of the i image 
nation.. 


They 8 that Dearchus,. a Aire | 


of Ariſtotle, was the firſt inventor. of. ro- 
mance : but beſide what we have already 
remarkd, and beſide what remains of an- 
cient romances, who can ſay what of this 
kind was loſt, before or ſince the time of 
Dearchus? The moſt celebrated works 
that time has ſpared, are, The Wanderings 
and Loves of Dinias and Deocillis, by Antony 
Diogenes: the Loves of Rhodanis and Sinoni- 
des, by Famblichus : the Adventures of Leu- 


cippus and Clitopbon, by Achilles Tatius or Sta- | 
ius: the four books of Incredible T bingo, 27 


Damaſcius : the Ethiopics of Heliadorus, where 
he recounts. the loves of Theagenes and Cari- 


clea : the amours of Dapbnis and Chloe ,, and 


a number of others, much too great to be 
inſerted 1 in 1 a letter. I has been pleaſantly 


7 faid, 5 


The lives and memorable actions of moſt 
of the founders of nations, as well ancient 
| as modern, are in Hike manner romances, 


— 
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ſaid, that from the marriage of Theagenes 
and Cariclea, have ng: all the romances 
in theworld, 

As for Rome, that republic was at firſt 
too brutal in its manners to admit of this 
, kind of writing: letters in general were 
there proſcribed; and indeed it would have 
: bins ſtrange to ſee a troop of robbers, and 
of women who came to be ſpectators of ſa- 
vage games, and who were carryd off by 
force, amuſe themſelves with reading ro- 
mances. Mankind in general retain ſome 
veſtiges of their origin: ſo the Roman mo- 
narchy, from its firſt inſlitution to its entire 
deſtruction, is remarkable for that ſpirit of 
rapin and uſurpation, which animated its 
original ſubjects; and which is conſtantly 


viflible in the midſt of thoſe borrowd vir- 


tues with which it was adornd. The per- 
petual conqueſts, and what is more, the 
reaſons that were given by their kings, ſe- 
nates, and emperors, for attempting them; 
the rape of the Sabines; the continual pil- 
lages of the enemys country; the . 
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of the plunder and the lands; the diſputes 
and infurre&ions that thence aroſe; all ap- 
pears to me but a mere continuation of the 
vicious principles and practices of the firſt 
founders of the Roman ſtate. Now, that 
auſterity of manners which reigns 1 in a ſtate 
continually in arms, and where the govern= 

ment is entirely military, will not admit of 
the int duftion of the arts, ſciences, and 
elles lettres. So we ſee, that every thing 
vhich might be calld works of wit, among 
he Romans, before the times of Cæſar ls 
and Auguſtus, are inſipid, groſs, and 
worthles. But the immens fiches which _ 
they acquired by their continued robberys, 
having introduced abundance, luxury and 
effeminacy, and having ſoftend their man- 
ners, a taſte for all the productions of ge. 
nius Was the conſequence. However, it | 
was the Greeks only who introduced their 
romances, that were tranſlated into Latin; + 
for I dont recollect to have ever ſeen any a 
one true romance that was wrote by 2 La- . 
tin author, © All the tales er Lucian and BY 
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Petronius, the Mileſian, Sibatitic, Saltic 
fables, &c. the Metamorphoſes. and other 
works "of Ovid and Apuleius, the. aDeginkys 
and ſatyrs of Martianus, Capilla, &c. of 
which M. Huet ſpeaks, certainly cannot 
be comprehended under the title of ro- 
mance, but are productions of a vous dif- 
ferent, 1 

After the dettruction of the Roman em- 
pire, you know, Sir, that.letters in gene- 
ral fell into a horrible decadency. The 
Romans, however, had carryd with their 
conqueſts, the idea and the taſte for learn- 
ing into Spain, Gaul, England, and in 
| general | into every country of Europe 
where they had extended their dominion. . 
The taſte for romance was introduced with 
the reſt, and was naturaly augmented by 
| the Arabs, Moors, and other people Who 
were diffuſed over theſe countrys, and had 
an exceſſive propenſity. to , and 
| chivalry, 5 | 
ER > about this time, or ne about 


che midle of the ſixth G that appeard 
the 
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temporary with Clovis. The fan 
of the Feats of Charlemagne, and of Ro- 


the romance of King Arthur, and the jk 
tory of the Round Table, by Theleſin, and 
by Melkin ; and in France, the Hiſtory of 
Hunibaldus Francus, who they ſay was co- 


5 


land the Great, are commonly attributed, 


as you know, to Archbiſhop, Taran, 3 tho 
of this M. Huet doubts. 5 


I I ſhall-not tire you with an enumeration 
of the romances that after appeard in every 


country, where gallantry or chivalry are 
practiſed and celebrated. I ſhall only re- 


mark, that romances cannot be ſaid to haye 
been properly in vogue in France till the 
reign of Philip the Fair, and that the moſt 
ancient .romance of which we know any 
thing, is that of Guarin de Lotherane; as 


we are aſſured eh the beſt critics of that 
nation. C 
But we are not to imagin, hb all thus 
amorous and gallant hiſtorys bore anciently 


the name of romances in every country.— 
On the contrary, the A > Spun, Hie 
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„ fiction, Romance. And it is in this ſens 
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were ſo calld till the time of Franchi. 


The reaſon probably was, becaus Roman 
ſignifyd formerly the polite language, and 


was oppoſed to Wallen, which was the old 


original Gaulic. It was composd partly 
of the Roman language, and partly of 


the Gaulic, with ſome expreſſions bor- 


rod from the language of the Francs. 
The Roman, which the Latin authors call 


Romanica Lingua, was in uſe, according to 


the ordinances, till the year 1539. This 


Roman being therefore the language of the 
court and of men of letters, was uſed on 
account of its elegance, in writing of hiſ- 
tory: and as the hiſtorys of thoſe days 
were real romances, . by the falſitys, the 


miracles, and thefables, which the hiſtorians 


conſtantly mixd with the truth, they be- 


came accuſtomd inſenſibly to confound the 
fals with the true; and to believe that the 
truth of hiſtory was conſtantly corrupted 
by falſhood, and at laſt to name thoſe facts 
which they thought credible, Hiſtory ; 


and ſuch as they eſteemd the offspring of 
that 


be preſervd. 


# 
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that a Romance is at this day underſtood. to 


be, 4 book. either entirely fabulous, or orna- 
mente with fiftions 3 and that contains adven- 
tures of love and chivalry; and is invented * 


the entertainment of idle readers. 


As the nations of Europe became po- 


limd, and as the muſes again aſſumed their 
ancient rights, romances every where be- 
came by degrees more perfect. _ 

In France we have ſeen the Aſtrea of M. 
Urſe; the Cyrus and Clelia of Mademoi- 
ſelle Scuderi; the Polexander of Gomber- 


ville; the Caſſander and Cleopatra of Cal- 


vrendde ; Francion and Ariadne; the Te- 


lemachus of M. Fenelon; the Princeſs of 


Cleves; and all the works of this kind ot 
the Abby Prevot, M. Crebillon junior, 
M. Marivaux; and an almoſt innumerable 


number of other pleaſing romances. _. 

Spain began later. Her moſt ancient 
romances are poſterior to the Triſtans and 
Lancelots of France. Michel Cervantes 


in his Don Quixot, coud ſcarce find ſix, 


out of an immens number, that deſervd to 3 
The reſt are left to be diſ-— 
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poſed of by the trunk · m maker. Thoſe 


which: he- thought” worthy. of preſervation 
are, the four books of Amadis de Gaule 
Palmerin -of England, which is ſuppoſed 
to have been wrote by a king of Portugal; 
Don Belianis; the Miroir of. Chivalry ; 
- 'Tiran le Blanc, and Kyrie Eleiſon, of 
Montauban; to which may be added, the 
Diana. I am not a ſufficient maſter of the 
language and litterature of Spain, to give 
an account of ſuch romances as may have 
. ſince the time of Cervantes. 
Italy has furniſhd a great number of ro- 
mances, good and bad. The Eromene of 
Biondi; the Batle of the Deſperados of 
Marin; the works of Loredano and Boc- 
cacio are highly celebrated. We may even 
fay, that the Decameron or the hundred 
novels of the latter, contains the ſeed of an 
infinit number of other romances, and 


ſubjects for dramatic and other writings. | 


| Germany alſo is not without her roman- 


ces. We have the Theurdank in vers; 


Herculiſca in proſe; the Arminius and 
: OS Thuſ- 
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T huſnelda of Lobenfiein.; the Baniſa of 


Aſia; the Roman Octavia, of the duke of 
Brunſwick; and among the moderns, the 


Swediſh Counteſs of M. Gellert, and the 


Adventures of count G.—. The firſt of : 


theſe ſavor of that pedantiſm which former- 


ly reignd in Germany, but the two. > laff are 


perfectly well written. 
The Engliſh,” except their wee ro- 
mances which I have already mentiond, 


that of the Twelve Peers, and a few others, 


have for a long time produced none of any 
reputation. Meſſ. Richardſon and Fielding 
have lately revived this kind of writing *, 


By the way, Sir, theſe two authors have 
much judgment, invention, and addres. 


They underſtand the human heart perfect- 


ly well; but anatomiſe it in too preciſe and 
diminutive a meer and ae * their 
fan; ; : Herti (ts ee 


3 \ » * boy 5 4 
1 a2 22 11 ; 
. 


© That 1 haws lech foid of eee e "= 


i remark further,” my in a manner be appiyd i in gene- 


ral to o:her Engliſh romances that Ts fence apteard; - 
MY Grand! ſon, Tom Jones, Amelia, Oe. us. 
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The Hollanders have few romances; tho 
they have otherwiſe many good authors, 
both in vers and proſe. I know of none in 
| their language but Don Clarazel van Gon- 
| © tarnos, or the Extravagant Knight Errant. 
l This appears to have been formd on the 
model of Don Quixot. The hero has a 
miſtreſs named the Fair Donna Silviana, 
and an eſquire calld Gondales ; two perſo- 
nages, who ſeem to owe their exiſtence to 
- Dulcinea and Sancho Panza. It was print- 
ed in 1697. And another romance which 
ſeems to be poſterior to the former, and is 
calld The Pleaſant Adventurer, or the life 
of Mirandor. They are-both by the ſame 
author, who ſigns himſelf N. H. and who 
they ſay is M. Heins. To theſe might be 
added, in ſome reſpects, the Batavian Ar- 
cadia, of M. Heemſkerck. 

The northern nations have no romances 
of any reputation; but in return, their hiſ- 
torys themſelves, their rhyming chronicles, 
and the lives and actions of their founders 

and heros, are altogether but litle differ- 
ent from the natur of romance. 


Ro- 


of the country where they are produced, 
and conſtantly contract a national character. 


The Spaniſh are filld with chivalry, he- 
roic love, ſuperſtitions, enchantments, 


ſpectres, and rodomontades. - 

The French are ingenious, and abound 
with delicate, refined ſentiments of love 
and inconſtancy. I except however from 


this levity, thoſe of the Abby Prevot, in 


which reign a gloomy, inauſpicious, tragic 
air, that inclines to the taſte of the Engliſh. 
M. Marivaux, on the contrary, enlivens 


his ſubjects by ſtrewing them over, in great 
abundance, with what may be ſtrictly calld 


wit, and which appears to me to be quite 
in its proper place in romance. M. Cre- 
billon, in his Wanderings of the Heart 


and Mind, takes the mid way between 
theſe two; but in his other works he is al- 


together ſatirical, and ſomtimes not free 
from obſcenity. 


The German romances (at leaſt the an- 


— are. voluminous, prolix, and infipid ; 
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| Romances in general, partake of the air 
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ſtrewd with reflexions that are judicious and 
ſtriking, but in a pedantic taſte. The Eng- 
liſh are profound, unequal, and ſomtimes te- 
dious; as are many other of their writings 
in general, and Shakeſpear in particular; 
for the reſt, they are ſufficiently gloomy, 
and give a ſevere and extravagant repre- 
. ſentation of the paſſions. The Italian. 
breathe nothing but love and jealouſy, ac- 
companyd with enchantments, miracles, 
prodigys, predictions, magic; in a word, 
a continued ſefies of the marvellous that 
ſatiates; but they are replete. however with 
tendreſs, and their authors find means to 
give them the ornaments of Poetry, and to 
introduce the fine arts. 

It is not wonderful, that ancient e 
anity was unwilling to admit of the firſt ro- 
mances, as well as the firſt dramatic wri- 
tings, but regarded them as abominations. 
For they were both licentious; even filld 
with obſcenitys, and therefore calculated to 
corrupt the morals of mankind. But that 


is now no longer th the caſe... All good ro- 
mances 
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mances are now purged of theſe capital 
faults; and the reading of them is at leaſt- 
innocent, not to ſay. inſtructive. + _ bar. 

The manner of compoſing a romance is 
now reduced into a regular ſyſtem: almoſt 
the ſame rules are eſtabliſhd here as in po- 
etry. There is to be one principal and uni- 
form action. The author, they ſay, ſhoud 
make the hero of his piece appear with an 
eclat far greater than any of his other per- 
ſonages, and the moſt intereſting events 

ſhoud center in him; the epiſodic charac- 
ters and adventures ſhoud all concur to the. 
principal action, and be united with it; 
but their different intereſt ſhoud be at the 
ſame time diſtinctly markd. The ſtory 
ſhoud not commence with the birth of the 
hero, and proceed by a chronological nar- 
ration to his death, but the ſcene ſhoud 
open at ſome ſtriking period, and ſuch. 
precedent facts as are neceſſary for the, 
readers information ſhoud be diſcoverd.| by 
an artful narration ; and the reward of vir- 


tue, or the puniſhment of vice, ſnoud be 
H 5. the 


154 LETTER XXV. 
the grand object of a good romance. More- 
over, every appearance of obſcenity, . or li- 
centious language, ſhoud be baniſhd; and 
every incident that coud be offenſive to 
modeſty ſhoud be veild with infinit art.— 
- The ſtyle ſhoud be conſtantly that of the 
polite world, void of affectation or critical 
preciſion. Natur ſhoud be every where 
kept in view, both in the plan and in the 
execution: and in works like theſe, intend- 
ed to give pleaſur, no cataſtrophs attended 
with inhuman, unnatural, or diſguſtful cir- 
cumſtances, ſhoud be introduced; or 
when melancholy events are unavoidable, 
ſome means ſhoud be uſed to alleviate 
them, and they ſhoud be pasd over as haſ- 
tily as poſſible: and laſtly, the author of a 
romance ſhoud conſtantly remember, that 
he is writing a work for the uſe of that ſex, 
who can never be treated with n 
„„ 

A romance that is the produce of a hap? 
py genius, and where theſe general rules 
are obſerve, cannot un the moſt 
ſan- 
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guin hopes: for it is certain, as M. Huet 
has remarkd, that one of the moſt pleaſing 
works which the human mind is capable of 
producing, is a fabulous hiſtory well in- 
vented and well related. Such a romance 
therefore not only does honor to its au- 
thor, but is a fortune to the bookſeller; 
for ſuch books as are read by our ladys re- 
quire an edition twice as large, as n 


of ſoience in general. 
Among all the romances that 1 have ben | 
the French pleas me the moſt ; and that 


not on account of their pleaſantrys, their 


ſallys, or their wit, but becaus their au · 
thors have the art of rendering a ſtory high- 
ly intereſting, and of continualy ſupporting. 
an alluring vivacity in the narration ; for 
in fact, it is the chef d'eeuvre of a writer, 
ſo to repreſent his ſubje& (even when of a2 
ſerious or didactic nature) that the reader 
ſhall be inſenſibly drawn, and in a manner 
conſtraind, to continue 8 n from 
the firſt Page to the ng 


H 6 ; © But, | 


ought not to explain every minute article, 
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But, my dear friend, if the preſent 1 man- 
ner of writing continue in France, I fear I 
ſhall not long continue my admiration of 


1ts authors. The mode changes in every 


thing. The antitheſis and the paradox are 


the preſent vogue: their beſt authors ſtrew-:' 

them over their works: theſe make their 

| Artie ſalt. The journaliſts, and even the 
Engliſh journaliſts, call this wit. Were I: 


to compoſe a French rhetoric, I woud place: 


the paradox among the figurs. I even re- 
member to have ſeen a diſſertation, that 


was wrote by a French academician, which 


aſſerted, that an obſcurity in the expreſſion: 
was a true beauty in the diction, and that 
a writer ought to leave many things to be 
found out by the reader. A ſingular diſ- 
covery this! It is certain he did not bor- 
row it from Ariſtotle or Quintilian, nor 


coud he derive it from the works of De- 


moſthenes or Cicero. I muſt oonfes, ho W- 
ever, at the ſame time, that an author 


a> 
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as is done * the modern Baal roi 
writers. n f 


Let me ſoon bow the n of beating | 
from you; and reſt aſſured of my earneſt: + 
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4 X ferd any. thing to my ſight ſo beauti- 
ful as the ſpring. in England. The graſs. 
that now grows is more thick and luxuri- 
ant, and-forms a finer turf, than is to be. 
ſeen in any other country of Europe; even, 
the verdure itſelf appears to me more live- 
ly. You may ſuppole this to be imagina- 


FTER you, natur 1 never yet of-. 
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tion, but I think I can give you a very 


good reaſon for it, The Engliſh climat is 
not accuſtomd to thoſe conſtant ſeaſons, by 
which other countrys are ſomtimes deluged 
with rain, and ſomtimes ſcorchd by the 
_ raging ſun, for weeks, and often months 
together. We have here frequently all the 
four ſeaſons of the year in one day; and 
the weather is ſcarce ever exceſſive hot or 
cold. This temperature of the air makes 
the country not only more freſh and lively, 
but it alſo gives the huſbandman a more 
certain proſpect of reaping the fruits of his 
labor. The harveſt here ſcarce ever fails 
to any confiderable degree. Walking is 
now my higheſt delight.” It preferves my 
health, and relaxes my mind, after the la- 
borious and ſedantry life that I have led all 
this winter. Every morning I make the 
tour of St; Janet Park, which preſents at. 
once a ſcene of the country, of a retreat, 
of an army, of the city, and the court. On 
entering it, I ſee a number of cows grazing 
on the verdant lawn; theſe furniſh the prin- 
Cipal 
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cipal ingredient of a liquor the Engliſh call 
ſillabub, and which they take as a whole- 
ſom refreſhment. They arrive in crowds, 
each one with a large glaſs that is about a 
third part filld with Spaniſh wine; this they 
preſent to a rural nymph, who taking i it 
inftantly to the cow, almoſt fills it with 
milk, and then pours in a ſubtle juice 
drawn from freſh herbs and flowers. 1 
continue my cours, and travers many paths 
ſomtimes {trait and fomtimes devious, over 

a ground now aſcending and now deſcend- 
ing, but all preſervd with the greateſt Care. 
On one fide I behold a moſt ſpacious baſon, 
coverd with clamorous ducks, and every 
other aquatic fowl. In the midſt of this 
baſon riſes an iſland, that is ortamented 
by an elegant rural building. This was 
formerly the abode of the celebrated St. 
Evremond, who contributed ſo much to. 
the forming of the taſte of French littera- 
ture. I think I fee him walking on the 
terrace that ſurrounds this hous,. muſing, . 
ſomtimes on fome work of wit, and ſom- 

„ times 
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times on the charms of the dutchefs of Ma- 
zarin, whom he followd into 1: ngland, and 
whoſe ardent affections he engaged to the 
laſt moments of her life, in ſpite of that 
crowd of adorers, that inceflantly presd. 
forward, to pay the homage due to her. 
charms. 1 ſomtimes crop the beauteous- 
flowers which adorn the margin of the ba- 
ſon that ſurrounds this. charming retreat, 
and throwing them on the waters, I offer a. 
Kind of libation to the manes of theſe lovers,. 


ſo rare and fo illuſtrious *. At a ſhort diſ- 


tance from this ſpot, I. ſee a. company of 
the kings guards, whom an officer is in- 
ſtructing in their exerciſe; and at the ſame 
time ſwearing, . and regarding 
love and letters as the moſt frivolous ob- 


* 


— * 


4 6. ad y , 
1 


* The reader will remember that it. is now eight 
and twenty years ſince this letter was wrote. Why 
the walks and moat are at preſent ſufferd to remain 
in ſo ſlovenly a condition, is natural to aſæ, and not 
eaſy to anſwer. . In the gardens of the Thuilleries, 
tho the court 1s never there, the walks are kept con- 
ſtantly rolld, and in the duſty ſeaſon, daily waterd. .. 

| jets. 
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jects in natur. -I then direct my ſteps to- 
ward thoſe ſtately buildings which ſurround 


this park, and I ſtop before a magnificent : 
pile calld Buckingham Hous, where the. 


laſt duke of that name died, a few years. 
ſince, in the flower of his days, and in the 
midſt of a career that woud doubtles have 
been highly illuſtrious. This nobleman 
poſſesd a very uncommon genius. You, 
may form ſome idea of his character, Ma- 


dam, by the following Latin epitaph, 
which he made a few hours before his. 
death, and of which | ſhall give vou a tranſ- 


lation, tho very e 


Dubius, non n impius wins, 
Incertus mcrior, non perturba für. 
Hunanum eſt neſcire & errare : 
En, Entium miſerere mei! 


— 


Tho dubious; not be I liv, 
Tho doubtful, not diſturbd I ere 33 
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But turning my eyes and my footſteps | 
from an object attended by ſuch gloomy | 
reflexions, I enter that long and ſpacious 

walk they call the Mall. It is now mid- 
day; and I find it throngd with the beau 
monde of both ſexes, who paſs haſtily 
along. The ladys here wear a kind of 
neglige, and in which they appear ſtill 
more charming than in the moſt labord 
dreſs. Every part of their apparel is ex- 
tremely neat; inſtead of a large hoop they 
have ſhort pettycoats; their gowns are ele- 
gant but not gaudy; they have ſhort 

cloaks trimd with lace, and litle hats ei- 
ther of ſtraw or beaver, or els feathers i in 
their hair z which altogether gives them a 
lively and elegant air. It is in this walk 
that we always meet ſome of our friends, 
and here we ſee the miniſters, the cour- 
tiers, the petits maitres,. and the coquetts; 
here we learn the news of the day, and 
make our partys; and here we ſtay till it is 
5 time to dreſs for che court or for dinner. | 


There 
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There. is alſo at one of the extremitys of 
the town, another public place, which has 
been lately erected, and where people of 
faſhion paſs the morning in the moſt agree- 
able manner in the world. This they call 
Ranelagb. The gardens are ſpacious, and 
planted in a very good taſte. At the en- 
trance we behold a large rotundo, that is 
lined with ſmall boxes which j Join to each 
other. In theſe boxes every one is ſervd 
with tea, coffee, chocolate, liquors, or 


what they pleas, and all on very reaſonable 


terms. As this place is now becom great - 
ly in vogue, we there meet with the beſt 
company in London: and it is a very en- 
tertaining ſight, to behold ſeveral hundred 
ladys and gentlemen in the moſt elegant 
undreſs, difpoſed in the different boxes, 
and all of them employd at their breakfaſt 
at the ſame inſtant. In the midle of the 


rotundo is raisd an orcheſtra, which is open 


on every fide. . A number of travelling 
traders in baubles and trinkets, come at 
the ſame time to offer their merchandiſe. 


The 


PR. 
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The reſt of this garden conliſts of elegant 
gras plots and noble walks of lime and 
other trees, which are bounded on each 
ſide by lofty hedges, and are perfectly im- 
penetrable to the ſuns rays. The walks 
themſelves are coverd with a fine gravel, 


and are as ſmooth as a Turkey carpet. 


Ranelagh ſeems ta have been formd af- 
ter the model of YPauxball, which is another 
public garden, but much more extenſive 
than the former. It is ſituate near the ſub- 
urbs of London, on that ſide of the Thames 
they call Southwark. This is only fre- 
quented at night; and they go to it either 
in a coach, by paſſing the bridge, or in 


boats, of which there are always great num- 


bers on the river. They pay a ſhilling for 
entrance. The walks are here very ſpaci- 
ous and highly beautiful. A great part of 
the garden is ſurrounded by ſmall boxes, 
or arbors of trellis, which are all numberd: . 
and on each of theſe a particular waiter at- 
tends, who has. the number of the box fixd 


to. his coat. There | is one large box or 
open 


U 
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open falloon;: that is raisd higher than the 
reſt, and is ſet apart for any numerous and 
diſtinguiſnd company. The reſt is all in 


common, for there is no diſtinction of rank 
where every one pays his ſhare. Near the 
entrance of the garden, in the midſt of a 
large ſquare, is placed a grand pavilion for 
the muſic, where the firſt performers in 
London execute the favorit airs of this na- 


tion. This concert may be juſtly ſaid to be 


grand. Each company who propoſe to 
ſpend the evening there, order on entering, 
what they chooſe for their ſupper or refreſn- 
ment, at a large room where the maſter at- 
tends, ſurrounded by his principal agents; 
who taking the number of their box, im- 
mediately prepare and ſend what they have 
orderd. After they have taken poſſeſion 
of their box, they attend the muſic, or 
amuſe themſelves with walking. As ſoon 
as it begins to grow dark, the maſter pre- 
pares to illuminate his garden. I ſhoud . 


tell you, Madam, that in all the walks and 


A 


other parts of this garden, there are placed 


% 


at" : 
* b i} 


— 
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at equal diſtances, large globular lamps, 
and an innumerable number of ſmall glas 
lamps. By each lamp hangs a match that 
has been dipd in ſpirits of wine, and all 
| things being carefuly prepared the preced- 
ing morning, the maſter gives a loud whif- 
tle, which informs the operators to be rea- 

dy for lighting the matches. Each one 
repairs to his poſt ; at a ſecond whiſtle they 
begin their operations, and which they per- 
form with ſo aſtoniſhing a rapidity, that in 
| Jeſs than two minutes the whole garden ap- 
pears as light as at noon day. This illumi- 


nation, which has the air of enchantment, 


produces an admirable effect: but what is 

to me ftill more ſurpriſing, is a maſter 
piece of machinery, by which all the Eng- | 
' iſh ladys and delicate gentlemen are in a 
moment ſcreend from the damps of the 
night air. They fear nothing ſo much in 
England as what they call catching a cold; 
and are continualy talking of its \dreadful 
conſequences. They take more precau- 
tions here againſt a cold, than they do in 
5 the 


* 


the Eaſtern countrys againſt the plague, 


or in the hyperborean regions againſt the 
ſcurvy. To prevent therefore the inconve- 


nience of ſupping in the open air, the pro- 


jector of Vauxhall has contrived to cover 


all his boxes with waxd cloth. When the 
clock ſtrikes nine, there is heard a third 
ſound of the whiſtle, and immediately 


there riſes, as out of the earth, a vaſt num- 
ber of rollers, which unfolding themſelves - 


as they riſe, cover all the boxes on three 


of their ſides, and faſten themſelves on the ; 


extremitys of each box. All theſe cover- 


ings are painted with elegant deſigns, i in 
lively colors, ſo that each box is- encloſed 


by three large pictures, and at the ſame 
time that they completely protect the com- 


pany from the injurys of the air, preſent a 


numerous collection of grand and pleaſing 


paintings. The muſic ceaſes for about an 


hour, and ſomtimes longer, when each com- | 
pany. ſits down to ſupper; after which they 
walk or w_— themſelves as they think pro · 


Per; 
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per; for there: reigns at Vauxhall the 1 
freedom, and at cheſathe time perfect regula- 
rity and the utmoſt decency. All enemys to 

peace and harmony are baniſhd from this 

place. The proprietorof this truly enchanted 
gerden muſt collect a large ſum of money; 

| but when we conſider how many of attend- 
ants he is obliged to maintain, the number 

of artificers and laborers that are neceſſary 

to keep his gardens and machinery in or- 

| der, and the immens ſum he muſt have ex- 

pended in conſtructing them, we cannot 

grudge a moderate profit to a man who 

Has been the firſt to provide the public with 

an entertainment, which has no equal, that 
I have ever heard, in Europe. There is 
but one thing that I find wanting to make 
theſe gardens perfectly delicious, and that 
is, Madam, your company; the want of 
which on this occaſion, as on many others, 
convinces me that there is no perfect feli- 
city in this lower world: that which to me 
: + mL the neareſt to it, is the having 
it 


N . / 
* 


it in wy power to «Gare you, at leaſt by 
my letters, of that perfect deyotion with 


which I am, ies: | 
Madam, Your, &c. 
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To M. Haguedorn at Hamburg. 


8 1 
REMEMBER that talking once with 
an Auftrian about England, he ſaid to 
me, „ Ah! Sir, how 1 long to ſee that 
" country. But cant one go there by 
te land Fa 1 anſwerd, No, Sir, it is an 
« iſland.” 4 Aye, marry! 1 know that 
very well, he replyd, but I was think- 
e ing that by taking a long, long tour 
round about, one might at laſt come at 
« it,. If the emperor Leopold was alive 


Vol. Iv. OS „ 


| Londin, April 28, 1741. . 


— 


i 
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* now he woud bring it about.“ 1 coud 
not forbear laughing at his i iznorance, and 
had a good deal of trouble to make him 
comprehend what an iſland was; and that 
a country completely ſurrounded by the 
-ſea, might be inhabited by a people highly 
poliſhd, very happy, very reſpectable, and 
have intimate connexions with all the na- 
tions of the continent. It muſt be in fact 
aſtoniſnhing to thoſe who are ignorant of the 
almoſt miraculous effects of navigation, to 
ſee England oerflowing with wealth, a- 
bounding with all the productions of the 
1 habitable earth; to have within herſelf the 
4 greateſt perfection of every kind; and with- 
W - . out; a ſtrong influence on all the political 
affairs of Europe. Horace, whom I ad- 
mire fo much for his expreſſion, and ſom- 
times ſo litle for the validity of his thoughts, 
Horace, I ſay, had a very Imperfect idea 
of the vaſt utility of navigation: to mankind, 
when he declaims againſt the inventors of 


x this art, In his ode to the veſſel that con- 
1 a Aucted 
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ducted Virgil to Athens . I woud grant 

to poets the privilege of ſomtimes ſacrifi- 

cing logic on the altar of Apollo, bur I 

woud not allow them to broach ſentiments 

and maxims that are abſolutely fals, under 

the dazling varniſh of poetry. This is to N 

introduce a homely trull to mankind, and ' i 

to procure her admirers under a painted . 
maſk. If Horace had been an inhabitant 

of Great Britain, and had ſeen her marine, 

he woud have made it the ſubjec of his 

ſong. For have mankind ever produced a 

more noble and more deſireable invention 

than that of navigation? by which the moſt 

diſtant iſlands and continents of the earth 

are connected with each other; which is 

the baſis of all commerce; which taking 

the winds for its ſtrength, and the ſtars for 

its guide, conveys croſs the ocean, floating 
magazines of merchandiſe, and provides 
every people with all that their own coun- 
! is unable to afford chem. Tue Erirocß : 


— 8 


—— —y—y—ů Ir 8 
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5 Ode ur. Ad navem b Virgiliam ede vehentem. 
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and other iſlanders are till more indebted 
to navigation than they who inhabit the 
continent. It was to them at firſt a neceſ- 
ſary evil, and it has becom in their hands 
the origin of all their greatnes. The ſea 
that Face them is the ſource of 
their wealth; for by means of that, they are 
enabled to ſend their fleets to the moſt diſ- 
tant parts, with which they protect their 
eſtabliſhments; frequently turn the balance 
of power in Europe, and make Great Bri- 
tain formidable to all other nations. It is 
not therefore wonderful that the ſea is be- 
com the element of the Engliſh: and in 
conſequence the marine, and all which re- 

- lates to it, is here carryd to a degree of 
perfection that ſyrpaſles all imagination. 

In order to form a juſt idea of it, I went to 
Chatham, where I ſaw the ſtorehouſes, the 
yards, and a part of the Britiſh fleet. As 
I was provided with a letter of recommen- 
tion from Admiral Norris, they loaded me 

with. politenes, and ſhowd me every thing 


that was curious. They carryd me on 
e board 
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board the Roial Sovereign, a ſhip of the 
ne of a hundred guns. Never did the 
ſight of any palace afford me equal plea- 


ſur, or appear more nobly furniſnd. The 


grand cabin of the admiral, the ſuperb 
gallery that ſurrounds the poop, the dining 
room, the chapel, the arſenal, and the ſe- 


veral apartments for the officers, the fol- 
diers and failors, filld me with admiration. 
But I was ſtill more aſtoniſhd to find, 


when I came on ſhore, that the magazines 


on the key containd a quantiry of rigging 
and ammunition ſufficient for the immedi- 
ate equipment of a large fleet of theſe ſhips. 


The variety, the quantity, and the perfec- 
tion of all theſe materials, is not more ſtri- 


king than the regularity with which they 


are diſpoſed. The figur of an Engliſh veſ- 
ſel is likewiſe more ſpruce and elegant than 
that of other nations; and there is a ſecret, 


inexpreſſible pleaſur in ſeeing theſe im- 
mens buildings float upon the water. It is 
needles to tell you that the navigation aj 


the induſtry of the Engliſh. in all ſorts of 
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manufactures, form the eſſence of that pro- 


digious commerce they maintain. This is 


caſy to imagin 3 but it is not ſo eaſy to con- 
ceive with what ardor they purſue this 
commerce. Here all pleaſurs are reduced 
to a commerce, and commerce itſelf is 
pleaſur. It is a very pleaſing amuſement 
to me, to ſee their various manufactures, 


and the perfection to which they are car- 


ryd: to travers the ſtreets of London, to 
enter the ſhops, which join to. each other, 


and to admire that immens variety they 


contain of the productions of genius and 


induftrious art. There is no theatre or 
party of pleaſur that affords to me ſo high 


an entertainment. We ſhoud be unable 


to conceive how all theſe traders lived, if 
we did not reflect that they are in mutual 


want of each others wares. A very com- 


poſit and artful machine is a well policed 
ſtate; and the arrangement of all thoſe 


ſprings by which commerce in general is 


1 regulated, is an object right worthy of re- 


peated obſervation. Perhaps I may one 
2885 e | ” *y 


F = 
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day endeavour to ſhow the manner in which 
they act on each other: I have here col- 
lected many materials for ſuch a work, 
and it will afford me the higheſt ſatisfaction 
to communicate them to you on my return 
to Germany, that I may profit by your re. 5 
marks, and be able to uſe them to the moſt 
advantage. In expectation of that happy 
hour when I ſhall again have the pleaſur 
of ſeeing you, I have the honor to be, in 
the e degres poſſible, F 
e Oy c. 


r e 5 
"FS Mi. Jordan, at Berlin. | 


| Loni, May 1, 1741 3 


FAM but badly cud, my dear friend; 
to ſatisfy your curioſity with regard to 
the Engliſh univerfitys. My buſines here 
is not of a natur that will permit me to be 
abſent. from London long enough to viſit 


I 4 them 


176 LETT E R XXXVIIL. 


them; and you are not ignorant that to 
give any other deſcription than what is to 

be found in common- place writers, it is 
neceſſary to ſee them ourſelves, and to ex- 

amin them with cloſe attention. It is true, 
that on my firſt journey to England, I made 
the tour of Oxford, and had a recommen- 
dation to a celebrated profeſſor of Chriſt 
College there, who had the politenes not 
= only to ſhow me all that is moſt remarka- 
= ble in that univerſity, but alſo to preſent 
me, when I took my leave of him, with a 
very handſom folio, entitled Oxonia illuftra- 

14; enrichd with 1 many plates. This Wörk 

contains a complete deſcription of Oxford; 

of the foundation of that univerſity, of all 

the different colleges and halls that are de- 
"pendent on it; of the interior eſtabliſhment 

of each college; of the public and private 
lectures; of the ſchools and theatre; print- 

ing hous, botanic garden, and librarys; 

of the different habiliments of the profeſ- 

ſors and ſtudents; and in a word, of all 


ehe inſtitutions for the e of youth, 
Which 
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which are containd in that renownd uni- | 
l verſity. It muſt be confesd that all theſe 

regulations approach, as near as is moraly - 
poſſible, to perfection; and that a young 
man muft want the common gifts of natur, 
if he do not acquire, with all theſe admi- 
rable aids, a ſolid knowledge in that branch. 
of ſtudy to which he devotes himſelf. —- 
What pleaſes me moſt in Oxford is, to ſee 

the ſtudents appear, as they ought every 

where to be, truly Togati,. that is, dresd in 
a black. gown which denotes their profeſ- 
fion ; for the young noblemen among them 
are only diſtinguiſhd by a gold toſſel ro- 

their ſquare caps. Here no one is ſuffer: - 
to wear a ſword ; and they are all lodgd- 
and boarded in ſeveral ſeminarys or col- 
leges, under the direction of learned and 
ſagacious principals. All- this is directly 
contrary to what is practiſed in Germany, 
where they ſeem to imagin that a thouſand-- - 
or more young ſtudents, collected together, $4 
and in the heat of youth, have no need of 


tutelage; and that left to themſelves, and! Ih 
17 Ls e armed: Mm 
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armd as a battalion, they will not be ſub · 
/ ject to frequent and fatal quarrels; or at 
leaſt that they will never neglect their ſtu- 
. dys, or be guilty of irregular conduct, — 
The founders of the German univerſitys 
reckond too much on the phlegm of our 
nation: frequent inſtances prove that they 
were miſtaken. In England they are ſen- 
ſible that youth have need of inſpection, 
and that they ought not to be ſent to an 
univerſity to learn the profeſſion of a bully. 
For theſe reaſons Oxford and Cambridge 
conſtantly produce a great number of able 
and learned men. They are remarkably 
well ſkilld in the learned languages, eſpe- 
cialy Greek, and make a particular ſtudy 
of the claſſic writers. As far as I am able 
to judge, by what I ſee and read, of all 
the ſciences philoſophy is that which the 
Engliſh cultivate with the maſt ſucces, and 
| hiſtory that in which they ſucceed the worſt, 
The beſt annals of their country haye been 
wrote by Rapin Thoyras, that is to ſay, 
by a 9 who lived at Stettin 1 in Ger- 
th; ö ; many. 
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many. Thoſe of Burnet are not near ſo 
well eſteemd. It is true that the Fœedera 
of Rymer, in twenty folio volumes, contain 
excellent materials for an Engliſh hiſtory ; 
but a work ſo voluminous is not calculated 
to be read, but merely to ſerve as a dictio- 
nary to conſult occaſionaly. It woud- re- 
quire a very able hand to extract the eſſence 5 
of this work, and of it to compoſe a hiſto- 
ry. I am aſſured that there is now formd 


here a ſociety of men. of letters, who W 


undertaken to write an univerſal hiſtory. 
This idea appears to me extremely juſt. 
Any one author, how vaſt ſoever his eru- 
dition may be, can never collect all that 
is neceſſary. for ſo immens a work: beſide, 

the incidents i in human life; diſeaſe or . 
irſelf may interrupt the labors of any one 
man, whereas a ſociety can never die; for 
if one member is loſt, his place is immedi- 
ately ſupplyd by another: ſo that the pub- | 
ſic will be ſure, in-time, to behold the end 
of ſo large a work; which it muſt greatly 
* every one to fee. remain unfi⸗ 
I's. | 
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St. Albans, | 
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I intended to have fad moke Gf 
this ſubject, but ſome friends rake me from 
that pleaſur which I propoſed to have had 
in continuing my diſcours to you: they 

inſiſt on my going with them to the play 

immediately; ſo I muſt finiſh this letter 


with that phraſe which is Wer found 
at 1 end of moſt others. N 
e e lam, bet. 


155 "tc E T 1 E Ne Hk. 
To e ollnita, at Berlin. 


London My 6, 1743. 
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kegba 
WIE king has kately held a chapter of 
the order of the Garter, i in which 

HI. M. created the dukes of Marlborough, 
e Aid * 


F into almoſt all linguages. - wi 
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„ This weak has han fined publiſh, add 3 5s ran | 


knights 
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: ru ember engl Fir 9 07 | 
the Garter, inftitered in 1350 by Edward 
HI. 1 and that of the Bath, founded by _ 
Richard II. and renewd, alter laying ſome 7 
years dormant, by che late king; "George l. 0 
There is in Scotland a third order, that f 
St. Andrew, which is alſo calld the order 
of the "Thiſtle: The ribon that is wore by 

the firſt is of a deep blue, that of the e. 
eond crimſon, and the laft dark green. 
The number ef the knights of the Gatter; 
Which is the moſt diſtinguſſnd order, and 

is born by H. M. himſelf, is fixd to four 
a twenty, excluſive of the king, who is 
always grand maſter. I had the misfor- 
tune to come too late to court to ſee the ce. 
remony of hoiding the chapter; but they 
tell me that the King, ſeated under a ea- 
nopy, and having a ſtool before him, or- 
derd the four candidates to approach, one PH 
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after the other; he began the ceremony by 
making them knights, which he did by 
laying his ſword on the ſhoulder of each 
knight; after which they took the uſual 
oath, and having then kisd the kings hand, 

they placed, each one in his turn, his leg 
upon the ſtool, when H. M. buckled on 
the garter, below the knee. I found o op- 
portunity, however, to ſee the latter cere- 
mony at Windſor, quite at my eaſe, and 
with as much attention as. I was able. We 
were invited by the maſter of the ceremo- 


nys, and ſet off on Saturday laſt. By the 


way, we ſaw the palace and gardens at 
Richmond, the ſituation of which appears 
to me extremely pleaſing: nothing can be 
more beautiful than the view of the river 
Thames and the adjacent country, from 
the grand terrace. We lay at Hampton 
Court, which is another roial palace, and 
not lefs grand and pleaſing. . On Sunday, 
morning we ſaw. the apartments of the pa- 
lace and the gardens. I beheld with ad- 
miration the famous Cartoons of Raphael; 

which. 
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which are of a matchles beauty; and of aw 
ineſtimable value in the judgment of all 
connoiſſeurs. When we had gratifyd our 

curioſity and taken our dinner, we purſued 
our journey, and arrived at Windfor time 
enough to ſee every thing that merits the 
attention of a traveller. The caſtle f 
Windſor is ſituate on the ſummit of a hill! 
and the town on its declivity. This town, 


tho well built, has not that air of opulence 
which reigns in general in England. I in- 


quired the reaſon, and they told me the | 
king had always ſhown a kind of averfion 
to Windſor, not only on account of che 


ſharpnes of its air, which is detrimental to 
the weaknes of his eyes, but alſo becaug' 


the inhabitants had teſtifyd, during the | 


cours of the late, and at the begining of 


5 


the preſent reign, much diſaffection to the 


hous of Hannover, and a great predilection 
for the pretended Stuarts. IHA. M. there- 


fore has thought proper to ſhow his reſents 


ment by depriving them of his preſence; Ts 


and that ae has Bs ſame « gi 
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them as the abſence of the ſun has on the 
fruits of the earth: vegetation is interrupt- 
ed, the nouriſhing juices no longer flow, 
all is corpid, all decays. The caſtle and gar- 
dens of Windſor, on the contrary, are in 
high prefervation. | But what molt pleaſes. 
me here, is the view of the country, which l 
enn only compare to that from the terrace of 
St. Germain en Laye, not far from Paris. 
Tho there are twenty miles between Wind- 
for and London, yet the ſteeples of that ca- 
pital, eſpecialy that of St. Paul, may be 
diſtincthy ſeen. Theſe ſteeples ſeem to ter- 
minate the horizon, after the eye has tra- 
versd an immens plain that is waterd by 
the winding Thames, and ſtrewd with. 
towns, villages, palaces, gardens, with 
woods and lawns, and all that can charm 
the fight. The grandeſt apartment in the 
palace, is the hall where the knights are in- 
Ralld, which is calld St. Georges hall. At 
zs a long ſquare forming a kind of gallery, 


and is ſuperbly decorated. At the bottom 


: of this hall, facing the grand entrance, is 
18 . | : 4 the- 
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the porttait of William III. as largeas the 


life, clothed in the habit of the order, and 
ſeated on a throne. This figur is executed 


in ſo maſterly a manner, and the rules of 


perſpective are ſo well obſervd, that on en- 


tering the room, we think we ſee areal 
monarch fitting on his throne; and when 
we have advanced to the midle of the hall, 


we ſtill imagin the painted ſteps to the 


throne to be real marble; to ſo great a de- 


gree can art, by the aid of colors, animate 
the cloth, and charm by deceiving 8 
The other apartments are very beautiful 
and richly furniſhd, hut in a taſte that be- 


gins to antiquate, There is Ike wiſe ves 


ry fine collection of pictures, conſiſting of 
capital pieces of all the . er * 


er hi ogccor nr | SEL Atl 
On Monday mornigg, en FRY dock 
ſtruck ten, we were informd by all the 


church bells in Windſor, that the y—_ | 


ny of inſtallation was going to begin. The 


greateſt part of the foreign miniſters, * 


dent in Londa, were een 
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their trains, at the ſame inn, in in order to at- 
tend as ſpectators. About eleven the maſ. 


ter of the ceremonys came to conduct us 
to the great church, which is oppoſite 


the caſtle; we paſſed thro the body of 


the church, which was filld with people, 
and were placed on benches that were 
erected round the inſide of the choir, 
where the ceremony was to be performd. 
Theſe benches are incloſed, and ſeem to 
have been anciently uſed by the canons in 
chanting the church ſervice. The ladys of 
the firſt quality who had been invited to 
the feaſt, the miniſters and gentlemen were 


placed alternately. I found myſelf be- 

| tween an ancient and a blooming lady. 
The latter appeard completely captivating, 
was dresd in the French mode, and with 
infinit taſte. 'I availd myſelf of the privi- 


lege of a foreigner, and collecting all my 
ſtock of Engliſh, addresd her with the 
moſt gallant complement I was able to ex- 


pres. She anſwerd me very politely, in 
the ſame language, and had the goodnes 
to explain to me every object that attracted 


mx 
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my attention, except herſelf, who ſoon be- 


came to me a much greater object of atten- 


tion than all the reſt. I was ſo much engaged | 
with attending to my new acquaintance, 
that I coud only regard with a tranſient eye, 
the church and its ornaments. , I obſervd, | 
however, that there were. four and twenty 
banners of different colors, that hung round 
the roof of the choir, and on which were 


painted the arms of the knights then living, 


according to the order of their reception: 
and before the altar I obſervd a vault that 
was open. 1 was ſcarce able to aſk my fair 


incognita the explanation of all theſe mat - 


ters: She perceivd by my confuſion, that ; 
I had no eyes but for her; was ſenſible of 
my en apd redoubled her pl 2d 


7 # 


En n 4 filles, come. on at, 1 
Ont un Demon qui lar forms I's l 


In ſuch a caſe, they fay * tis true, 90 
Some Demon gives the girl their cue. 


This Demon iſoeins to tell "this i de RE, 


ear, all that * in che heart of man. 1 
believe, | 


— 
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believe, God forgive me, that the ſanctity 

of the place woud not have prevented me 
from telling her all I felt, if the ceremony 
_ lun not interrupted our converſation. 
The doors of the choir were thrown open, 

, and there enterd the yeomen of the order, 
marching two and two: they are clothd in 
the habit of a Swiſs, with a halbert in the 

hand, and a cap, ornamented with a red 
feather, on the head. After them came 

the officers of the order, the heralds at 
arms, and the maſter of the ceremonys, 
each one in his rank. Then came the 
knights, walking likewiſe two and two, 
and conducting in the midſt of them the 
four novitiates. The youngeſt knights 
walkd firſt, and they were all. dresd in the 
habit of ceremony. This habit is of white 
ſatin, and conſiſts of a veſt in the Spaniſh 

| faſhion; breeches of the ſame ſtuff, white 
ſtockings and ſhoes, and a long robe or 
mantle of deep blue lined with white, and 

adornd with gold taſſels. The chain or 
grand collar of che order r hangs over this 

. E wbt, 
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habit, and to which depends a medal. On 
the garter is embroiderd in gold, and ſom- 
times in diamonds, Hony ſoit qui mal y penſe. 
The Tword is attachd to a gold belt: the 
gloyes are fringed with gold; and inſtead 
of a hat, they bear a cap of black velvet, 
ornamented before with a diamond buckle, 
and a large plume of white feathers, The 
hair or peruke is dresd in flowing cus,” 
When the knights had all enterd the 
choir, the doors were ſhut, and each of 
them placed himſelf under the ſtandard that 
bore his arms, I particularly admired the 
duke of Richmond and Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, who were remarkable for their ſtate- 
ly figur, their. noble looks, and graceful 
air. The appearance in general of this aſ- 
ſembly of knights afforded a moſt pleaſing 
fight. They began the ceremony by the 
interment of all the pieces of armour of the 
deceaſed knights. Their helmets, ſwords, + 
ſpurs, gloves, &c. were born ſeparatly by 
two of the eldeſt knights, from the door af 
the choir to ge youre at the foot of the 
altar, 
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| altar, where they were depoſited by the 
maſter of the ceremonys, Theſe proceſ- 
fions took up a long time, and I ſhoud have 
thought them tedious, if they had not 
given me the opportunity of ſome litle con- 
vers with my fair neighbour. When all 
| theſe interments were finiſhd, the herald 
| cryd, with a loud voice, Sic tranfit gloria 
mundi, T hey then proceeded to the habi- 
liment of the new knights. They were 
conducted, one after the other, to the al- 
tar, where the ſtatutes of the order were 
read to them, which they promisd to ob- 
ſerve. Then two of the ſenior knights, 
aſſiſted by the maſter of the ceremonys, 
inveſted them with the enſigns of the order; 
girded on the ſword, and preſented them 
with the cap and gloves. As ſoon as they 
were completely inveſted, all the other 
knights advanced, ſaluted them, and con- 
ducted them to the ſeats markd by their 
arms. When they were all ſeated, the 
whole company of knights put on their 


caps, and . for ſome minutes in 
# | e that 
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| chat attitude. The doors were then o pend, 
the ſpectators went out of the church, and 
ranged themſelves in the court before the 
caſtle, and ſoon after the knights pasd in 
proceſſion to St. Georges hall. We followd 
them thither to felicitate the new knights on 
their inſtallment. The maſter of the cere 
monys came preſently after to conduct us 
to the hall where they dined, which is of 
an immens ſize, and ſurrounded by a gal- 
lery for the ſpectators. I fo contrivd the 
matter as to be placed next my new ac- 
quaintance of the church, whoſe name 1 13 
now learnt; it was Mademoiſelle Ch——1; | 
daughter of the general of that name. The | | 
table, which conſiſted of 120 covers, was #1 
ſervd in a ſuperb manner; and as it was 
exceſſive hot, the company had the'double 
pleaſur of quenching their thirſt with the 
moſt delicious liquors. The four new 
knights bore the charge in common, not 
only of the feaſt, but of all other expences i 
of the day; and which they aſſure me 1 
amounted to more Sa two thouſand : 
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pounds ſterling, . All. the knights were 
placed in the midle of one ſide of the table, 
according to their ſeniority, and were ſtil 
in the full dreſs of ceremony. Toward 
the cloſe of the dinner, after I had all day 
- rackd my mind to expreſs myſelf in Eng- 
liſh, I was aſtoniſhd to hear my fair coin- 
panion ſpeak French, and even better 

French than I coud: I was at firſt perſuad- 
ed that ſhe was a native of France; but ſhe 
informd me that the general her father had 
ſent her to Paris for education, and that ſhe 

was but juſt returnd from thence. This 
diſcovery gave a great facility to our con- 
verſation, and which I ſhoud certainly have 
turnd to my advantage, if the company 
had not roſe from table immediately after; 


and then was I in the moſt cruel embarraſ- 


ment and-the greateſt danger that I have 
ever yet experienced, 

It is the cuſtom on theſe. „ for 
the knights to give the table, and all that 
it contains, diſhes and plates, knives and 


n n ad. TW &c. as a pil- 
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lage to the people. The ſignal for this 
pillage was given a litle too ſoon, and be- 
fore all the company were out of the hall. 
I had the misfortune to be one of thoſe 
who ſtaid a fe moments too long; and in 
the twiokling of an eye I ſaw a vaſt mul · 
titude come ruſhing upen me, and;my fair 
companion, with an impetuoſity that can- 
not be expresd. A thouſand hands were 
ſtretchd out to ſeize the prey; and we were 
ſo presd on every ſide that it was impoſſi- 
ble either to advance or retreat. Made - 
moiſelle Ch ſent forth piercing ſereams. 
What coud I def I claſpd her in my arms, 
and got to one of the pillars that ſupported 
the gallery, which afforded us ſome ſhelter - 
againſt the torrent; yet ſtill twenty times 
T thought we muſt be presd to death: till! 
at laſt ſome of the yeomen of the guard, if 
ſceing the diſtres we were in, came to un 
relief, and after ſtrugling with the crowd | 
for a full quarter of an hour, diſen 
us from our horrible ſituation. It was 
amazing to behold with what * this 
Vor. IV. a K 8 5 PE, 
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8 pillage Was performd: never have 1 Sid a 


table ſo quickly cleard. After having li- 
beraly rewarded our deliverers, I con- 


_dufted my fair one, half dead with the 
fright, to her apartment, and went home 
to recover from the commotion into which 


this accident had put m. 
About ſix in the evening the company 


returnd to the caſtle,” where there Was a 


very numerous and brilliant aſſembly. The 
1 ſought my new 


and it was not long before I found her. 


After they have danced minuets for a con -· 


ſiderable time, they begin contre dances; 
and it is the cuſtom in England to chooſe a 
companion at the begining, whom they 


call a partner, and that lady becotus your 
particular aſſociate for the contre dance the 
whole evening, and excluſive of all others. 
I exerted all the powers of my rhetorie to 
convince Mademoiſelle Ch——1 that the 
Fates appeard to have decreed that ſhe 
Tomy be 1 * an and as ſhe was not 
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inclined. to oppoſe her Ae 1 had the 
happines to dance with her till very late in 
the night. The next day I returnd to 
London, quite ſatisfyd with all I had ſeen, 
but above all, with my moſt Anand Fe 
ner. 1 
I have the honor to bes te, | 
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To His Ebony M. von w. ben 
Miniſter of State and of the Cees 
net, at Berlin. N99 e 


Zend May 10, 1741. 
SIR, , : WM 
\H E true Are is 80 wick -W 
whom we dine.” This maxim ap- I 
pears to me to be true in every ſens. In 
. political ſtates, and eſpecialy in republics, 
the ſupreme. power conſtantly reſides 15 
chat body which has the direction of the * 
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revenues of- the ſtate. As it is here! the 
lower hous of parliament that alone enjoys 
that prerogative, it ſeems to me to be im- 
properly calld the Hous of Com̃mons, ſee- 
ing nothing in the world. is ſo common as 
to behold a great number of nobility, deco- 
rated with fine titles, affect a preeminence 
over the reſt of mankind; give themſelves 


airs of ſuperiority; and at the fame time 
have not the leaſt fortune to ſupport it. The 


upper hous is here inveſted with all the 
pomp of power, without having any of its 
folid authority l. The peers of the king- 
dom are clothd in robes of ſcarlet, furd 
The king prefides in their 
aſſemblys. When any affair requires a 
conference between the two houſes, that of 


the Lords receives the deputation of the 
Commons at the bar of their hous: their 


— 
a * 


Fs The peers of Great- nadeln have Ae more au- 


thority than our author ſeems to imagin : but this is 
ſo well known to every Engliſh reader, that there 127 
15 no _— for explaining 1 . 
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The Hous of Peers confirms the laws, but 
they are projected by the Hous of Com- 
mons : ſo that if we examin the matter in 
a right light, we ſhall find that is the lower 
hous which is the ſoul of the ſtate, ſeeing 9 
it has the direction of its nerves. On days W 
of grand folemnity, as when the king ho- Fj 
nors the parliament with his preſence, ei- 
ther to open or to diſſolve it, or to give his 
aſſent to ſome act, nothing is more pom- 
pous than the Hous of Lords; but it is a 
ſplendor which reſembles that of the celeſ- 
tial bodys, who ſhine by means of the light 
they receive from the ſun . The Engliſh 
appear to have acted yery 1 and ſa · 
gaciouſly in forming the conſtitution of their 
ſtate; In participating with their king the 
ſupreme authority, they have not only re- 
ſervd to themſelves the eſtabliſhment of 
lawy, and the 9 revenue, but they? have 
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ere likewiſe our author ſeems to be miſtaken, | 
The Hous of Lords may be truly ſaid to poſſes an in- 
herent ſplendor; it is the Hous of Commons that 
ſhine by a reflected light, ſeeing they have en, 2 
no luſtie buy what they receive from the people. „ 
K 3 N alſo ey 
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_ alfo found. means to place between the 
throne and themſelves a reſpectable body, 
compoſed of peers of the realm, to whom 
they have given no other power than that 
of protecting them. As the moſt impor- 
tant affairs are canvasd in the lower hous, 
and as it is permitted even to ſtrangers to 
be preſent at their debates, I ſomtimes go 
to hear thoſe eloquent orations which are 
made by ſome of its members, on affairs 
that are brought before them: and it muſt 
be confesd, there are ſome fine ſpeakers i in 
this aſſembly. M. Pitt, Pelham, and ſome 
others, may be calld the Engliſh Demoſ- 
thenes, but as far as I am able to judge, 
it is Sir Robert Walpole who is their Cice- 
ro. f am never tired-of hearing him, tho 
his diſcourſes are almoſt always of a conſi- 
derable length. It is. for this reaſon that 
the king does not rais this miniſter to the 
gignity of a peer of the realm, becaus H. 
M. has need of his eloquence and authority 
among the Commons. 
Four Excellency deſires that 1 woud 
give you what : think the character of tlie 
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Engliſh :' but I feel my own incapacity to 
anſwer your demand in the manner your 
Excellency may expect. Nothing is more 
difficult than to draw the character. of a 
people. Among all the nations of the earth, 
there are ſo many Particular characters, 
which are exceptions to that of their nation, 
that the moſt faithful general characters 
frequently appear deſtitute of all reſem- 


blance when we compare them with indivi- 


duals: I ſhall confine myſelf therefore; Sir, 
to ſome detachd obſervations that J have 


made on this ſubjeck. The Engliſh nation 


does not appear io me to be endowd with that 
creative genius, which is attended with a 
lively and brilliant t imagination, that finds 
relations between objects which arethe moſt 
diſtant from each other, and that reconciles 
ideas which appear the moſt paradoxical; 
but in return, it poſſeſes in a ſupreme de- 
gree that ſagacious ſpirit of diſcernment, 
which diſcovers, with a glance of the eye, 
the eſſential and acceſſary differences, that 
are e between things, and even between the 
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this opinion is, the mode of expreſſion by. 
which theſe people communicate their ideas 
to each other. In other nations I find an 
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images of things: that ſerutative ſpirit, 


which proceeding from confeq uence to con- 


ſequence, arrives at laſt by low, but ſure 
ſteps, to the principle, the foundation of 


the trutk which it inquires after. In a 
word, the Engliſh are true reaſoning. ma- 
chines. This quality is not here confined 
to any particular rank in ſociety; on the 
contrary, the artifan, the laborer, the beg- 
gar, reaſons here inthe ſame manner as the 
lord or philoſopher. What confirms me in 


infinit difference in the manner of expreſſion 
between perſons: of rank and the common 
people ; becaus theſe conſtantly - expres | 
badly what they conceive badly: but in 
England the me aneſt of the people expres. 
themſelves wizh ſtrength and elegance; 


which proves to- a demonſtration chat. f 
think clearly..:.- : : 


| The ſecond ais: propeny of the 


peer 
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1 who are in general more induſtrious. 
This quality ariſes perhaps from their tem- 
perament, from a rapid circulation of blood. 
It is not my bulines here to inquire into 
the phyſical caus of it, but it is certain fact, 
and of which I have been an ocular witnes z 
that if an Engliſhman, in perfect health, 
holds the bulb of a good thermometer in 
his hand for ſome minutes, he will make 


. the mercury riſe two or three degrees higher 


than a Frenchman, Italian, German, or 
one of any other nation whatever. We are 
tempted to think that this heat of the 
blood gives the Engliſh that great activity 
in all they undertake; and as by that mean 
they more frequently repeat the ſame ac- 


tions, that activity becoms in turn the 


ſource of their ſuperior addres, unity, 
and perfection. 
The third particular e of the Eng þ 
liſh, is that of candor, and that franknes of 
behaviour which is the conſequence. They 
think too juſtly, to wiſh to deceive their 
brethren by fals appearances, by thoſe vain | 
* com- 
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compliments which flatter litle minds, and 
which at the ſame time are fo well known, 
to be fals, and to which we give the fine 
name of politenes., We muſt. not imagin, 
however, that ruſfticity predominates in 
England, and leaſt of all among thoſe 
whoſe title, birth, or fortune hive given: 
them the advantage of a liberal education ; 
or that the bulk of the Engliſh reſettible: 
Sir James Roaſtbeef, in the F renchman at. 
London, and that their franknes is attended 
with brutality or ſtupidity. On the con- 
trary, I find in this country much true po- 
| Tirenes, much attention, and a ſtrong deſire 
to pleas. Foreigners accuſe the Engliſh, 
of being civil, focial, engaging, fond of 
5 pleaſur, ready to contract friendſhips, and. 
to receive favors, while they are traveling 
in other countrys, but when they return 
home; to forget thoſe very friends, or to 
receive them with coldnes; and in general 
to- treat ſtrangers with great indifference. 
But they do not conſider that moſt of theſe 
—_— confine themſelves when in Eng- 
: land 


End, to London, and that the moſt of the 
Engliſh gentry are as much ſtrangers in 
London as a Frenchman, German, or Ita- 
han; that but fewof them have any hous 
there, their ſetled reſidence being in the 
country; and when they come to the capi - 
tal, it is only for their private affairs, or to 
attend the buſines of parliament; ſo. that 
they are conſtantly engaged; and more- 
over not having convenience for receiving 
their foreign friends at their lodgings, they _ 
can only offer them an entertainment at a 
tavern, where they frequently dine them- 
ſelves; or take them to the play, and ſhow - 
them the principal curioſitys of the town. 
But go into the country, viſit them on 
their own. eſtates, and they will give you a 
reception that is equaly polite and hearty ; 
they will load you with civilitys and favors, 
and on your departure will furniſh you 
with letters of recommendation to their 
friends diſpersd over all England; theſe 
will receive you equaly well, and will pro- 
cure you new acquaintance. 80. that a 
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compliments which flatter litle minds, and 
which at the ſame time are ſo well known, 
to be fals, and to which we give the fine 
name of politenes. We muſt not imagin, 
5 however, that ruſticity predominates in 
England, and leaſt of all among thoſe 
whoſe title, birth, or fortune have given 
them the advantage of a liberal education; 
or that the bulk of the Engliſh ſeſembie | 
Sir James Roaſtbeef, in the Frenchman at 
London, and that their franknes is attended 
with brutality or ſtupidity. On the con- 
trary, I find in this country much true po- 
ntenes, much attention, and a ſtrong deſire 
to pleas. Foreigners accuſe the Engliſh. 
of being civil, focial, engaging, fond of 
2 pleaſur, ready to contract friendſhips, and. 
to receive favors, while they are traveling 
in other countrys, but when they return 
home, to forget thoſe very friends, or to 
receive them with coldnes; and in general 
to treat ſtrangers with great indifference. 
But they do not conſider that moſt of theſe 
n confine themſelves when in Eng- 
. land 
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End, 6e London, and that the moſt of the | 


1 


Engliſh gentry are as much ſtrangers in 
London as a „ German, or Ita- 
han; that but few of them have any hous 


i 


there, their ſetled reſidence. being in the 


country and when they come to the capi- 
tal, it is only for their private affairs, or to 
attend the buſines of parliament; ſo that 
they are conſtantly engaged; and more- 
over not having convenience for receiving 


their foreign friends at their lodgings, they 


can only offer them an entertainment at a 
tavern, where they frequently dine them- 


ſelves; or take them to the play, and ſhow - 


them the principal curioſitys of the town. 


But go into the country, viſit them on 


their own eſtates, and they will give you a 
reception that is equaly police and hearty ; 
they will load you with civilitys and favors, 


and on your departure will furniſh vou 


with letters of recommendation to their 
friends diſpersd over all England; theſe 


will receive you equaly well, and will pro- 


cure you new. rem, 80 that A 


known to be a man of e ee 
vel, with infinit Pleaſur, over alb England; 
like a ball that is ſent from one player to 
another. Beſide, London during the cours 
of the whole year ſfwarms wick ſtrangers of | 
every kind, among whom are many of ſuſ- 
picious character; ſo that a hous woud re- 
ferable- Noahs ark, whoſe | maſter: ſhoud 
readily receive all ſtrangers that were drawn 
thither by the ſmell of the kitchem or the 
reputation of a jovial hoſt. The ſame max 
be faid of all great citys and it is not ſo 
eafy as fome may imagin to gain an. 
tance into a good hous at Paris. 
Charity alſo forms a conſiderable part of 
the diſtinguiſhing character of an Engliſh- 
man; but it has here a very different ex- 
ternal appearance from what it has in 
France. We here ſee no hoſpitals here 
dutcheſes by the bed ſide of the fiek. give 
them their remedys on their knees. The 
care of this is here left to nurſes, who are 


paid * the ans whoſe trade it is, who 
under- 


* * 
* 


underſtand the buſines b. and whoſe 


preſence does not lay any re on the 
poor patient. There is here no oſtenta- 


tious charity for the Engliſh church does. 
not admit of the dogma of the: merit of 


The charity of the Engliſh 


not e, but philoſophio; it ex- 
tends: to; thoſe only who are incapable. of 
labor, and not to the encouragement of 


good works. 


are either in favor of infancy, infirmity,, or 
imbecility.. A ſturdy. beggar is but a bad 
trade i in England. They are diſmisd with 


a halfpenny or farthing, which are their 
ſmall copper money, and of the latter of 


which a beggar muſt; amas 1908 pieces to 
have a guinea. The Engliſh: count it a 
great charity alſo, to aid thoſe who: irive to- 


com embarrasd among them. They ex- 
tend theip benevolence even to priſoners, 
and think it a/diſgrace to humanity to ſuf- 


| fer them. to periſh in gloomy, e 


dun- 


1 
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idlenes. Here all charitable eſtabliſhments: 


bear up againſt their misfortunes; or pri- 
rately to Somers ſuch foreigners as may be- 
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dungeons. The- priſons of London are 


fpacious, and contain within their walls, 


large gardens, and even coffee- houſes, 
where they aſſemble to read the public 


news Papers, Ang, wor amuſe of n 


elves. > hd 

All that 1 Bud repiihenibls in tke ge- 
neral character of the English, for in fact 
there is nothing perfect in this world, is, a 


N 10 15 


certain inſenſibility, which in the common 


people ſomtimes proceeds to ferocity, and 


which even reigns in their very pleaſures, 
Such as the murdering chace; the: baiting, 


of bulls and other animals; their races, in 
which both men and horſes ſomtimes pe- 
Tiſh; the brutal combats between the men 


themſelves, and other things of the fame 


kind. The Engliſh not only ſee all theſe 
barbaritys without emotion, but even pay 
for the pleaſur of ſeeing them. I am in- 
clined to think that the climate, their me- 


thod of living, eſpecialy among the marine, 
ancient cuſtom, wrong education, and 
ether cauſes, either . or moral, 


muſt 
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muſt have given this inſenſi bility to the 
Englifh, and that the Taule does 125 127 1 
the heart. ds HOU 

" Theſe are dome ſtrokes of the gener n 
character of tlie Engliſh, and which may 
at leaſt aſſiſt a more able painter in drawing 1 
a complete picture. F entreat your Ex. 
cellency will regard this ſketch” merely as 
an effort to obey your commands, and as 
an inſtance of the deſire that I all times 
have, to ſhow that ardent zeal, with which. 
L have the honor to be, * W 
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Te my Mother, at W 


| Tondo, as 16, 0 


Manis 


HE evils that we foreſts,” are not ak. 5 
ways, I find, leſs fenſible at the mo- 
i ment they arrive. The great apprekenſi- 1— 


, ons 3 my fathers ilnes have given me 
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for ſame: months paſt, have not prevented 
the fatal news your letter brought, from 
piercing me with the deepeſt ſorrows. He 
is no more that dear, that worthy father 
is gone for ever !. I cannot bear the thought 
Natur and reaſon concur to make me 
feel the greatnes of my loſs While my 

heart glowd with affection for him, my 
mind inſpired me wits ſentiments of grati- 
tude and veneration towards him. Tho 

5 far diſtant from him, he ſeemd to be ever 
preſent with me; under his direction I {tilt 
walkd with care and fafety, and with the 
pleaſing thought of receiving his approba- 
tion, I ſtill purſued the rugged path of life 
with alacrity. But he is gone, and I am 
left alone upon the earth! How weak 
theſe ſtreaming tears, how litle do theſe 

poor lines expres of thoſe ſorrows that 
wring my heart? God only knows what 

paſſes within my breaſt. Tou alone, my 

dear mother, muſt now make my conſola- 

tion, my hope, my. ſupport, the object of 
my wiſhes and earneſt affection. I remem- 


— eee eee 7 7 
= —— —— —U—A 2 — 19s AAS — ³Ü1»P» ] —o;Ü¶ ‚ r 


— 


3 


LETTER XLI. 209 
der that my venerable father is taken at 1 
advanced age, from amidſt the miſery 
this life, and from the ſufferings of a cruel 
diſorder; and I do not merely lament his. 
loſs, but I deplore the ſufferings of an af- 
fectionate mother. I coud with that it ö 
were in my power to aſſiſt my brothers and 
liſters in drying up their tears, and by par- 
ticipating to alleviate their een, But 
know the tender affection you bear us, and 


that our affliction woud but augment yours. 


This reflexioa ſtops my trembling hand. — | 
I will ſay no more of my diſtreſs. Tou 
will find, Madam, in your; reaſop, but 
much more in your religion, motives of 
conſolation, and relief from your ſufferings; 
and I intreat that you will make uſe of 
them, as well for your own fake, as from 
the love you bear thoſe children who woud 
lay. down their lives to prolong that of a 
mother, to whom they are indebted for 


them. If my prayers can avail you ought, 
be perſuaded that never were any offerd 


ware ſincere, or more ardent... Vouchſafe 


im 
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in return to continue your goodnes, your 
tendernes toward me. From henceforth, 
Madam, unite in yourſelf the affection of 
both father and mother, as I ſhall unite in 
you; the object of my whole filial regard ; 
and reſt at all times aſſured, that to _ 
hateſt breath L gy never ceas to be, 


Nadam. Tour be. 
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To M. Jordan, at Berlin, ” 


n 
\ 


ge, 2255 26, 1747. 


OU will not t be ſurpriſed at my debe, 
my dear and worthy friend, when 
you know that it is now near a month 
fince J loſt the beſt of fathers, This fatal 
event has. at once loaded me with grief, 
and deprived me of the pleaſur of a friend- 

ly correſpondence : ſcarce have I been able 
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to attend to the indiſpenſable dutys of mx 
ſtation. Natur has exereiſed her full au- 
thority over that ſenſibility which ſhe has 
given me. Participate in my afflitionz. 
compaſſic onate my ſufferings, and forgive 
my ſilence. Time, that changes all things, 1 4 
may diminiſh my ſorrow, but it can never 
obliterate the remetabrance of 1 1 now : 
feel. Fob: M 
You have ſeen, te bs the publlc h 
papers, that the king of Great Britain' is 
come to Hannover, where H. M. preſence 
was found neceſſary: : as he will be there 
better able to accelerate the negociations 
that are begun, for preventing the conſe- 
quences of the war, which the death of the 
_ emperor Charles VI. and the ſucceſſion of 
the hous of Auſtria, has occafiond; and if i it 
be poſſible totaly to extinguiſſiit. This jour- 
ney we were ſuddenly informd of, and were 
obliged to prepare in haſt to follow H. 
Britannic M. The hurry that the prepa- || 
rations for our departure from London put 8 
us into,  alfdrged me ſome relief from my ||| 
— 
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affliction. I have taken leave of my Eng: 
liſh friends, and perhaps for ever. It was 
not without a ſecret emotion that 1 turnd 
my eyes toward London, and ſaw for the 
laſt time the lofty dome of St. Pauls, which 
preſents at a great diſtance, and among the 
clouds, . an image of the dignity of the 
Britiſn nation. We embarkd on board the 
packet boat at Harwich. Our paſſage was 
without accident, but very long; for we 
were near four days on the ſea, and were 
earryd by the winds ſo near to Norway, 
that we coud ſee the coaſt. We arrived at 
Helvoetſluys, but ſtaid there as litle as 
poſſible; for on leaving England, a tra- 
vellers purs is ſeldom weighty enough to 
anſwer the demands of the inns of that 
town. The late king, George I. who had 
frequently experienced their rapacity, was 
determind in one of his journeys to avoid 
it, by not ſtoping at Helvoetſſuys. It was 
a fine ſummers day, and while they were 
employd in puting to the horſes, and diſ- 


e H. M. - baggage | in the coach, he 
| fat 
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las! down on. A bench. before the door of 
the principal inn, and afkd for three freſh 
eggs; which were brought him; and when. | 
H. M. aſkd,' bow much muſt I pay for theſe, 
eggs ? the hoſt re plyd, Two hundred florins., 5 
How! ſays the king aſtoniſhd, eggs muſt. be. | 
very ſcarce then at Helvoziſluys., Pardan mts. 
Sire, replyd the ſharping landlord, eggoare 
plenty enough, but kings are ſcarce in this 1 
country. H. M. laughd at the repartee, 
ſhrugd his ſhoulders, and orderd the mo- 
ney to be paid him. As we found, ons 
our journey into England, that the envoys - 
of kings alſo, were not plenty in this town, 
we departed as ſoon as poſſible, and quick- 
ly reachd the Hague, where we repaird to 
our ancient quarters of the Old Court. 
After holding ſome conferences with the 
grand penſionary, the ſecretary of the re- 
public, and ſome of the foreign miniſters, 
we took a ſhort tour through the principal | + - 
citys of Holland. We ſaw Delft, Leyden, 
Haerlem and Amſterdam. The kings 
agent in the laſt city receivd us with great 
5 pPuolitenes, 
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politenes, and ſhowd us every thing there 


chat is curious. The ſtadthous appears to 


be nothing more than a vaſt heap of ſtones 


without taſte or elegance; a large profu- 
ſion of marble and bronz to no ſort of pur- 
poſe. There are, however, ſome ſtatues 
and bas reliefs that merit the attention of 
the connoĩſeur: but what I here find truly 
admirable, are five or ſix grand pictures of 
the celebrated Van Dyck, the moſt perfect 
that I have ever ſeen, Theſe pieces, of 
ineſtimable value, are hung, without frames, 
againſt a white wall. All the apartments 
of this building are very badly. diſpoſed, 
| and ſtill wors furniſhd. No ſuits of rooms, 
nor any back ſtairs. Curtains and chairs 
coverd with a woollen ſtuff. In a word, 
nothing that correſponds with the extent 
of building, with the immens expence, 
| and the opulence of the city of Amſterdam. 
They carryd us to the dock yards of the 
7 admiralty, where we ſaw. the Magazines ; 
and they took us on board a man of war, 
named the Amſterdam, that mountsa hun- 
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at guns. But there was nothing in 1 

this comparable to what we had far i 
England. The figur of the Dutch, men of 
war in particular, appeard to us fo. heavy. 


and clumſy as to diſguſt the eye; and the 


magazines and arſenals are far from being 
ſo copious and ſo perfect as thoſe of Eng- 
land. Parſimony and negligence. is here 

to be ſeen on every ſide 4, which appears 

unaccountable in a ſtate that includes ſo 
much wealth in 2ts boſom, that derives its 
proſperity fram navigation, and that has 
important poſſeſions on the other ſide tlie 
ocean, the preſervation of which depends, 


in great degree, on zel n 


marine. 19 N ; 
The dock Go ug So, magazines of the 
India Company afforded us more fatisfac-, 
tion; every part of theſe bore an air of 
opulence, and all appeard in action; 
whereas at the admiraley all bags lakguid, 
a lifeles aſpe&. . 
After having ſatisfyd our ir craic with 
* to Hanna. we ran haſtily chrough | 
Weſt⸗ 


- 
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Weſtphalia, and arrived at Hannover, Aa 
few days after H. Britannic M. During 
our journey, count Trouchſes receivd his 
recal, with orders to leave Hannover im- 
mediately, and to attend the king. at the 
army. As I was not mentiond i in the diſ- 
patch, I found myſelf a good deal embar- 
rasd what cours te take} But when I came 
to Hannover my anxiety vaniſhd; fot I 
found H. M. had ſent thither baron von 
Plotho to ſucceed count Frouchſes in the 
Poſt of envoy z but his credentials at firſt 
being only as miniſter at Hannover, lord 
Harrington, ſecretary of ſtate, refuſed to 
treat with him till he had receivd creden- 
tials as to. the king of Great Britain. In 
che mean time, it was neceſſary for me to 
remain here to attend to ſuch affairs as 
might require diſpatch; and during this 
interval I took the opportunity to write to 
the king, that H. M. woud vouchſafe to 
ſend me his orders relative to my deſtina- 
tion. The new credentials for baron Plo- 
tho arrived, and: I obtaind RR to 
make 


7 ; 
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make a 908 journey 1 10 Hamburg, to 2 


my family, and regulate my domeſtic. at 
fairs; after which 7 alſo ks orders t to rer 75 
pair to Sileſia. Count Trouchſes w went [7 
about a fortnight ſince to the army, and 1 1 
am preparing to viſit my Penates at Ham- 
burg. My ſtay there will be but ſhort; 
for I am anxious to behold our unrivalld 
| monarch coyerd with his laurels, I ſhall 
paſs through Berlin, where I hope to have 
the pleaſur of meeting you, and of aſſuring 


you in perſon of my 


-- 
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over Germany. My laſt letter from Lon. 
don informd pak that I was on the poi 0 


no ſuch preſſing occaſion for my viſit, as 
not to be able to ſtay till next morning. 1 
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diepartur for Hannover. 1 met the ok: 
day, with an incident that was Pleaſant 


enough. As I was fitting, about nine in 
the evening, very compoſedly in my clo- 
ſer, ſealing my diſpatches ; a ſeryant enterd 


and told me that he came from the hotel 


of London, which is the beſt inn of this 


city; and that a ſtrange lady deſired to ſee | 
me immediately. The cloud of politics in 
which I was ſtill involyed, deprived | me of 


all ideas of gallantry, and I was modeſt 
enough to imagin that the lady coud have 


therefore excuſed myſelf in the beſt manner 
I coud.” But about a quarter of an hour 


after, the ſervant came again, and told me 
that the lady, whom he did not know, had 


refuſed to ſend her name, but had ſent a 
chair for me, and begd I woud come to 
ber immediately, tho it was in my night 
gown. This unknown lady, her impati- 
ence, the chair, the night gown, altoge- 
. ther 0 frongly on eh . 


tion: 
but 
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but; as 1 have heard ay that A hero of ro- 
mance ſhoud never make too many reflexi- 


ons when he is calld to aſſiſt ſome damſel 
in diſtres, I immediately armd at all points, 


threw myſelf i into the chair, and was tranſ- 


ported to the hotel of London. As I went 
I formd a thouſand plans, and enjoyd, in 


imagination, a thouſand pleaſures. They 
conducted me, with a miſterious air, into 
an antichamber; when preſently I ſaw enter, 


our brother in law that is to be, and of 
whom I had heard no news for a long time. 


+ langen, and he had juſt obtaind permiſſion 


to go to Hamburg, that he might there 
marry our eldeſt ſiſter. He was therefore 
obliged to paſs through Hannover, and 
learning that I was here, was very deſirous 
to ſee me that night, as he was determind 
to purſue his cours, on the wings of love, 
next morning. This however was not my 


ſcheme; for as I had the kings Permiſſion 


* 


to my utter aſtoniſhment, M. von Stuven; © 


The margrave of Bareuth, his maſter, has 
appointed him governor of Chriſtian Er- 
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to go to Hamburg, I was d rode + pets 
with him thither, being -preſent at the 
We. fapd 1 together, and by the 
aſſiſtance of the god of 5 vintage, 1 found 
means ſo far to prevail on his friendſhip 
and affe&ion, as to get his promis that he 
woud ſtay three or four days at e 
till I coud finiſh. my affairs. 
The next ene Fawn is vale 


nuptials. 


diſpatches, and being not willing 
rupt me, he threw hiraſelfon a couch; 65 5 
taking a book, as a pretence toamolo hie- 
ſelf, he eryd every moment, 
« Jules! O happy Jules l you ſee her face 
* to face, while I languiſh on this couch, 
« far diſtant from her!” At laſt the longd 
for day arrived, We left Hannover in a gay 
Fe that Stuven had orderd to vo made 
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two days I found means to divert his amo- 
tous impatience, but the third he coud no 
longer contain himſelf. He came to me at 

the time that I was quite engaged 12 2 my 


Happy 
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at 1 and which he pretended-was {4 
ſo well contrived as not to be overturnd in 
the worſt of roads. We had got but a few: 
leagues, however, before it was topſytur- 

vy. We were both aſleep: when this acci- 
dent happend, and waked in a ſtrange ſur- 
priſe. We crept out of the coach door, 
and were each of us going to fall on the 
poſtilion; but when we lookd at one ano- 


ther and faw the drole figur we made, our 


rage was turnd into mirth, for we coud not 
refrain from immoderate laughter. We at 
laſt arrived, finely beſpatterd, at Zollenſ- 
picker, where the amorous Stuyen had the 
pleaſur that is inexpreſible, and unknown 
to all but lovers, to embrace the object of 4 
all kis wiſhes ; the, who after all the wk 
and croſſes that he has undergone to 
her, is to be the futur companion 4 his: 
life. In ſhort, the nuptials were celebrated 
a few days after, tho with much leſs parade 


and trifling ceremony, than is uſualy diſ- = 


Playa: on theſe occaſions i in our 2 coun- 
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OO and reaſon muſt ſeparate: 
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As the orders I receivd from tlie — 


a few days before my departur from Han- 


nover, ſeem to have fixd my deſtiny” to be 
in the ſervice of H. Pruſſian M. 1 pasd 
my time at H amburg i in viſiting all my old 
friends, and in biding them a long farewell. 


I. there ſaw her, perhaps for the laſt time, 
. . who has been, for years, the joy of my 


heart, and 1 had the courage to point out 
to her thoſe obſtacles which appear to have 


- forbid our union. By this franknes of be- 


haviour I gaind her efteem ; ſhe ſaw that! 
was directed by the principles of honor, 
and which the coud not but prefer to a 
paſſion that muſt beeither fals or fruitles. 
By thus untying the bands of love, we have 
made faſt thoſe of friendſhip :.an example 
hat all ſhoud follow whom love may bring 


— 


\ 


1 here give you, my dear brother, the 
account of my own ſituation, and that of 
our family. Our worthy mother continues 
to enjoy perfect health. Stuven and his 
ite are parted for Erlangen, and. our 


. 7, youngeſt | 


* 
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youngeſt ſiſter is gone to paſs ſoche time 
with them. I was highly delighted at the 
ſight of our youngeſt brother, for 1 have 
never met with a more pleaſing figur, nor 
a mind that promiſes better: his maſfers 


are aſtoniſhd at the rapid progres he makes | 


in every part of his education, 

After paſſing ten days at Hamburg, 1 
returnd to Hannover; where I am no- 
employd in finiſhing: my affairs, in taking 
my leave of the court, and preparing all 
things for my journey to Sileſta. The firſt 
leiſur moments l can find, after I have paid 
my court to the king, my maſter, 1 ſhalt- 

B N an bunt ala 1 7 ſituation.” Ks 
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far diſtant countrys, the nouriſhment of. 


| ſhow me, during my ſojourn at H: 
is ſo dear to me, that 1 ſhall-endeavour to 
ſupport, it by the moſt regular correſpon · 
_ dence poſſible. ' I therefore ardently em- 
brace the firſt leiſur moments to write to 
you, and to intreat that I may hear from 
you. My journey from Hannover to Ber- 
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7 daha, Aen. Manns, at 
Hlascver. ee 6 1 
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Mana, 


whom fortune eondemns to bee r 


friendſhip. That which you was pleasd: to 


er, 


lin was quite agreeable; but I found that 
city ſtrangely alterd from what it was when 
I left it. The abſence of the king and the 
garriſon, and of that great number of peo- 


| * e ehe court and che army, 
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eccaſions a very remarkable vacancy. Fre- 
dericſtadt in particular appears quite de- 
zrted, and I ſhoud not wonder to ſee the 
graſs grow in ſome of the leaſt frequented 
| ſtreets. | When I left this capital, every 
part appeard highly animated. The acceſ- 
ſion of the king to the throne hid drawn 
thither an aſtoniſhing quantity of foreign- 
ers of diſtinction and of all nations; but at 
the ſame time a great number of gameſters 
and adventurers, whom the reputation of 
the prince roial for liberality and munifi- 
cence had brought together; with the ridi- 
culous hope that the new monarch woud 
open his coffers to fill their purſes, and 
that they need only ſtoop and take up lou- 


isdors and dunata. All the hotels were I 


filld with company, we ſaw be ee 
without an, and liverys of all colors; 
they lived ſumptuouſly, they playd deep, 
made partys of pleaſur, and every where 
was to be ſeen; at leaſt the exterior ap- 
pearance, of caſe and opulence. But now. Z 
here 0 appears n Thoſe = who had 
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real merit have und employments, 4 | 
in the army or the provinces, and the ad- 
venturers, who found themſelves. a 
are gone to ſeek their fortune elſwphere. 
It will be a work worthy of Feaderit;: to | 
| prone this ſuperb-capital after the peace.. 
That monarch is right capable of reanimat- 
| ing all things by his preſence, and of ren- 
dering a towm that languiſhes, lively and 
opulent, He is the true ſun · of his political 
ſyſtem . FThe-reigning queen commonly 
holds her Court at Schonhauſen, a pleaſur- 
palace which the King has given her; and 
the queen mother at Monbijoux. Their 
majeſtys there receive, very graciouſly, all 
ſtrangers of condition that are preſented to 
them. The young queen, who ſtill vouch- 
fafes to remember her ſojourn at Rheinſberg, 
gave me, on Sunday laſt, after ohurch, a 
private audience in. her apartment, and re- 
ceived me with We n of 
faror. | 1 
25 Time Bas 7 Tre eee, ; for Birkn 


bas ſince been, is times of Jon highly animated: \ 
We | NM. von 


A — 
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M. von Podewils, who i ar the bead of 
our department for foreign Irs, is 
| Breflaw,” with all the attendants on his* of- 
fice. The Ws M. von Borck, miniſter 
how. to > expaiks e ee 3 
ee chere. He receivd me with the 4 
rant f che n, intentions with regard = 7 q | 
C 38 


me. There is therefore. no other way 
me to take, than to depart 1 
for the army, where · I ſhall have the hon j 
of waiting on H. M. I have got for my 
fellow traveller a young baron named Keif- 
ſerling, who goes in queſt of ſame military { 
employment, and we ſhall ſet off tomorrow. | 
morning. Tho the roads are nat very ſafe 25: 
om this ſile- the Oder, yet I flatter myſelf, 
that with the proteckion of Providence, a. 
ſhall ger ſafe'to Breſſaw, where I ſhall have 
the pleaſiir, of meeting with my good Jor- 

dan, and moſt of my old friends. The. 
preparation for my journey prevents me 

from ſaying more at this time. Perhaps I 


* 
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way be able from Breſlaw to em you 


| Thane te honor ey more ha ny 
. Fame 


To Diadem von ITY at e Berlin. 
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5 eee the danger of he: | 
roads that lead to Sileſia, my com- 
panion and 1 got quite ſafe to Breſlaw.— 
Till we came to Franckfort on the Oder, 
nothing occurd worth notice; but in that 
city we met with Madam von * * *, who» 
was alſo going to the army, to meet the 
colonel her huſband. She appeard charm 
with. 


- 
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wich the rencounter, and we. were no eG. 
ſo': for what coud be more pleaſing to tyo, 


ſuch knight errants, than to travel in com-. 


pany with a young and amiable lady, and 
to defend her in the hour of danger. She 15 
had moreover a female attendant with her, 
who was very handſom, and whoſe bright. 
eyes quickend the riſing heroiſm of my 1 i 
low traveller. We proceeded with great 
tranquility till we came near the convent 3 
Leibus, in Sileſia; where we were forced 
to paſs over a fort of field of batle, on, © 
which, only two days before, ſome ſqua-. 
drons of our huffars, of the regiment of 


Bandemer, had been very roughly treated, 4 


by the Auſtrians. All their cavalry were 
laced behind a kill that overlooks the 73 
convent. ® They at firſt ſhoumd only ſome. 


| derachd bodys, which our men immedi-, © © 


ately engaged but in the midle of the ac 
tion, their whole cavalry f 
huſfars and made a horrible carnage. We. 
ſaw a number of their mangled carcaſe: . 
chat! were 18 e and this ſhock» 
ing 


fell upon the, 2 
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ing fight 1 ſo affected our ſpirits, that the fun 
was no ſooner down than we thought we 
aw three or four ſquadrons. of the enemys 
huffars making up to us; but which to our 
| great comfort proved to be only lo many 
 wagans loaded with hay. When we were 
ſatisfyd of our ſafety, we laughd heartily 


at our panic: and at laſt, ſomtimes laugh- 


ing and ſomtimes trembling. we arrived 
| ſafe at Breſlaw. 


Our troops have juſt taken pomeſion of 


this capital. Never did the taking of a 


town coſt leſs. All the hoſtilitys that were 


"Rnd on this occaſion, conſiſted of a - 


box on the ear, which general yon Mun 
chow gave to the fentinel that was placed 


at the outer gate, and who woud have ſhur 


it. Our troops marchd in, regiment after 
regiment, feizd the corps de guard, and 


the grand guard, diſarmd the garriſon | 
& without oppoſition, fixd cannon in the 
great marker place, and poſted ſentinels at 
de doors of the burgomaſters and ſenators. 

| Not a hop was ſhut, not a herb woman 


$ 
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quite her ſtall i in the market. "The ——_ 
noon, was em ployd in quartering the new; 
garriſon z, and the next morning mareſe hal 
von Schwerin atrived, who causd the ſenate 1 
to be aſſembled, made them a handſom 3 
ſpeech, and perſuaded chem to take the 15 
£ oath of fidelity to the king of Pruſſia. And. fr 
thus has ended the republican, government. : 
of the free city 01 Breflaw, after Mavin 
laſted for ſeveral ages. For the reſt, t 
king has confirmd the privileges of the e ei 
tizens, and the prerogatives of the mem- 
bers of the ſenate, the principal of whom 
he has decorated with pompous titles, and 
entichd with bandſom penſions. „ 
one was contented, or ſeemd to be content. 
ed; fo that when 1 arrived in this great ci- 
ty, there was ſearce a al terat on to be- 
ſeen. ne 7 
lam lodged at the as 2 Which 
is the moſt famous inn of the town; but 1 
dont expect long to remain here. I have 
| N ay reſpects to His Excellency * 


Ed 
0 * 
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Podewils, and have viſited my 7 "PH 8 $1 
have Juſt wrote to the ing to know if I am 
to repair t to the army, and Thumbly attend 
H. M. commands. | In the mean time * 
endeavour to get acquainted with the Prin- 
cipal inhabitants of this city. There paſſes 
no day in which 1 am not introduced to 
ſome 00 hous; 3 and 1 every where meet 
With a molt | gracious r recep ption. The no- 
s bilicy of Sileſia' ap appear to me to be highly 
Polite and quite ſocial. The men 2 are in 
| general very agreeable, and the women 
highly gallant. This laſt quality extends 
to all ranks in ſociety. A ſtrange thing is 


the heart of man, there e that of - 


a” % 


be mul-, 
ates it is [a long 0 time ſince 1 fctt ad- 


mired in you, a manner of thinking .no- 


thing inferior to the moſt diſcerning of 
men: but judge of the juſtnes of y 
1 ae by an inſtance I will here give 
4, few ny: ſince the king, ſent hi- 

ther 


W 


R 1 7 ry an 
. his ern baitalion- of u 


troops, worn rag cnn | 
Doſe of men full fix foot high, alt 


i > regimentals, ccmbroiderd wid filyer, | 
and 2 curld and pow | 7 
—— women coud not ee Kt 2 
gaping at them. Never was's general pE Hy 
rit of gallantry fo ſuddenly raid. 
was talking the other day with my banker 

M. H— at his door, we ſaw paſs by a 
young, freſh, handſom woman, down 

whoſe face the tears ran violently. M. 
H. who knew her, calld after her, | 

and aſkd the caus of her grief. After ſome 


fon: fellows, -finely made; dresd in 


litle pretences to baſhfulnes, ſhe ingenu- 


ouſly confesd, that ſhe had lately marryd 
a fuſileer of the regiment of Munchow. ' 
and that. ſhe now * her precipita - 1 
. . 8 tion; 3 
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tion'; for had ſhe did only eight days 
longer, ſhe might have had a ſoldier in the 
ards that was ſix foot two inches high. 
We coud not refrain from commiſerating 
her misfortune, but we imagind that ſhe had 
no need of our advice for the means of 
| obtaining the moſt efficacious conſolation. 

I perceive, Madam; that. it is time to 
Gia ſh my epiſtle, as it already exceeds the 
ordinary bounds. 5 a letter. W 
more cloſely reconnoitred the Laute 5 1 
will ſend you a more ample account 01 
Broſin, — the dien of gilelſia. 
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